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UNIT ONE GENERAL INTRODUCTION

LESSON ONE
Definition, Classification & Sources

Text

What is law? Though we use the word “law” in everyday conversation, we use it in so
many ways that there is no simple answer to the question. '

The definition of law depends on how we look at its purposes or functions. ?

A basic purpose of law in our society is to maintain order and to resolve disputes. In
this connection we must bear in mind that law is not simply a set of rules of conduct. It is
also the means to impose responsibility and to enforce social justice. ?

Law has also been defined as a command from a superior to an inferior. The tax law
fits in well with this concept of law. *

Law is also a method of social control. The law brings about changes in our society
and society brings about changes in the law. In this sense law is both an instrument of
change and a result of changes. °

Laws can be classified in many ways too, Laws are sometimes referred to as substan-
tive or procedural. * Substantive law defines rights, and procedural law establishes the pro-
cedures by which rights are protected and enforced. ’

Law is also frequently classified into areas of public and private law. Public law in-
cludes laws that affect the public generally. It can be further divided into constitutional
law, administrative law and criminal law. Private law deals with the relationships between
individuals in an organized society. It covers contracts, torts and property, each of which
can be subdivided into several subjects.

The phrase sources of law is used here to describe methods and procedures by which
law is created and developed. American law comes from four basic sources: constitutions,
legislation, judicial decisions, and administrative rules and regulations.

Judicial decisions as part of law is a unique characteristic of American law. This con-
cept of decided cases as a source of law is often referred to as the common law system,
which must be contrasted with the civil law system developed in continental Europe. ® The
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civil law countries have codified their law so that the main source of law in those countries

is to be found in the statutes rather than in the cases.® Under the common law system,

statutes as well as cases are sources of law.

Words & Expressions

definition [,defi'nifon] n.
function ["fagkfen] n,
resolve [ri'zolv] ut.
dispute [dis'pju;t] n.
to resolve a dispute
connection [ka'nekfon] n.
in this connection
conduct ['kondokt] n.
rules of conduct
impose [im'pauz] ut.
enforce [in'fos] vt.
justice ['dzastis] n.
define [di'fain] e,
to be defined as .

command [ka'ma:nd] n.
superior [sju:'piaris ] n.
inferior [in'fiario ] n.

to fit in with -
concept [ 'konsept ] n.
to bring about
instrument ['instrument ] n.
classify ['klesifai] ut.
refer [ri'fo:] vt.

to be referred to as
substantive ['sabstontiv] adj.
procedure [pra'si:dzs] n.
procedural [pra'si:dzeral] adj.
establish [is'tablif] vt.
public law
private law

divide [di'vaid] vt.

constitutional [konsti'tju:fanel ] a.

administrative [od'ministrotiv ]
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criminal [kriminal]

yilk 3:0)

cover [ 'kava] ut. =, 85
contract ['kontrakt] n. & F
tort [tort] n. A
property [ 'propati ] n. W 7=
subdivide ['sabdi'vaid] vt. B4

to be divided/subdivided into W (B
legislation [ ,led3is'leifan ] 7. SR
judicial [dzu:'difal] adj. HER
regulation [regju'leifon] n. b 5 WL
unique [ju:'nik] adj. FRORAY, AR
characteristic [ kerikto'ristik ] no PR LFIE
common law (system) TiEER R
civil law (system) Kb FR
continental Europe KR CREEEEME R
codify ['kodifai] vt. 2 B
statute ['steetjut] n. R CHD

Notes

- .. We use it in so many ways that there is no simple answer to the question.
EMAENRZ 2, HXAMER A REREER,

. The definition of law depends on how we look at its purposes or functions.

B E KRBT RITMATE EHE S8,

. In this connection we must bear in mind that law is not simply a set of rules of con-
duct. It is also the means to impose responsibility and to enforce social justice.

R R AL R AR —ET N, BRI R M AR S E X
FB,

. The tax law fits in well with this concept of law.

BUE TR & X FAAHERZ AR,

. In this sense law is both an instrument of change and a result of changes.

WX EBE R R TREX BB R,

. Laws are sometimes referred to as substantive or procedural.

A EHESR R E TR KR

. Substantive law defines rights, and procedural law establishes the procedures by
which rights are protected and enforced.

AR B AU, TR T 588 S AR B AR 3% B AR A R

. This concept of decided cases as a source of law is often referred to as the common law
system, which must be contrasted with the civil law system developed in continental
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