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Unit1 Myths and Legends

Part |

cunning %% VF i) /sweet tongue/selfish/longevity 1+ # /be punished in the end/clumsy 2% &
hunwise/ignorant JCANf)/credulous #2415 H/pitiful 4> A +5#9FK)/be carried away by sweet words #;
S EE AT

Part ][
Listening 1

Mart Moody A 4%

flock /flok/ n. group of sheep , goats or birds of the same kind —&¥
Tupper Lake #143

pup /pAp/ n. young of various other animals /N& %78

be heavy with pups (R)FZ

show up IR

7. retriever /ri'tri:vae/ n. dog of a breed which is often trained to retrieve game &R
Listening 2

Un:bwl\)»—‘

. preacher /'pri:t[ e/ n. person who preaches, esp. a clergyman who preaches sermons(fiif) HJifi

the Reverend /reverand/ used as the title of a clergyman (W L IBERR)EK, TH, I
stove /stauv/ n. T

shed (tears) /[ ed/ v. allow (tears) to pour out ¥#i(JH)

yell /jel/ v. utter a loud sharp cry Y&

Listening 3

Jack Storme A 45

barrel /'baeral/ n. large round container with flat ends and bulging in the middle #§
blacksmith n. %[F, H&T

Thebes /8i:bz/ Je& b #i(Hh42)

Hiinois /ilimoi/ BFEEHMGEHE)

paw /pai/ n. JNF

sleek /sli:k/ adj. looking well-fed and prosperous - {2(¥), 3£ 84714

peer /pia/ out: look closely or carefully, esp. as if unable to see well #EAE, %t &
. cautiously /'ko:J asli/ adj. carefully /MixHi

10. flash Mlee[/ n. FiIB, BEiE)



N p-9-% ]
1. #iE(myth)

myth Y T&HBEIEN mythos, WER “UYiE". “PHE”. “BF” DR “BH7. EAHIERN
REFPBEETXALRILEAS WFE, FUENBEAAYRREAFLEMSE. HiEs
BRI ERE R SEAR T X, ARAE R T R E SE RERE T . RITE RSN
FIEREER R, | ’

2. f&HERAE% (legend)

R RIER TR ANBFAHTT BN FIRRAR BT - legend FORIEZEAKWE . 1557
FERA ERCITREAER, TUEERBRMHBMAENERENE RN ARIAZNHERE, B
REATEE R E WX ABRRER, 1E5— M RBEERIER, '

Although the line between myth and legend is often blurred, myths tend to focus on superhuman
animals and gods, whereas legends glorify a hero or a great event and usually contain an element of
truth. Like myths, legends became popular stories handed down from generation to generation.

3. RXEZHWNBW

1) dog

lucky dog: a lucky person

dirty dog: a2 mean person HESHIA

2) horse

dark horse : a person whose abilities are candidate or unknown B& IRBAE KA
3) monkey

grease monkey: a worker in a garage or a gasoline station K&/ R INMIE K T A
4) wolf

lone wolf: a person who likes to work or live alone

5) snake

snake in the grass: FAR A B RFIBA

6) fox

an old fox: BH/HIA

a fox in a lamb’s skin: DhE A

to play the fox: T2}F

crazy like a fox: ¥

§: 3 & 514
Why is the Tortoise’s shell not smooth? You may give an answer scientifically. But in the text, we
are told a myth that can offer us a more interesting and meaningful answer. Tortoise, described as a
cunning, ungrateful fellow, wanted to attend a feast in the sky with the birds. With his sweet tongue,
he managed to talk the birds into lending him a feather each with which he made two beautiful wings.
He cunningly asked the birds to take new names for the feast, and his new name was all of you. They
were treated to many delectable dishes, but Tortoise ate the best part, for as Tortoise expected the hosts



3

in the sky said: “ The feast has been prepared for all of you.” The angry bird took back their feathers.
Tortoise had to jump down from the sky and his shell broke into hundreds of pieces. A medicine man
saved Tortoise by sticking the pieces together. That’s why the Tortoise’s shell is not smooth. Just as
Tortoise ever said, a man who makes trouble for others is also making trouble for himself.

AR AN URET RSB R AERIE R AR L EHRH— MRS T RIT—
TEFE. BARXHNER. BROSAENY)MT—ESNX EMES. MITENE, W
TEHILBEE. BIMNEAELSA—XPNEFSABAETHE. BRI ANRMIIESNE
KBALABRANFLF, SRBECIRPEFER “RITAKR". MIFER EZ3T HE%eE, 4
RRABLAET BRIFHEHRES, BAEDNS B, K ERTEANE: “XEERESRIRI
REMEZHE” PURHS)LATE T B EKHE, RRSRRBRANR EBT, &Ra758ER
THA. REGBRAFZNEMET 8, BALATRERATET. EnSRaCiit, 4
NGB AR TES B IR

AR SR

murmur, rattle, mischievous, failing, delectable grumble, peck, faithfully

1. murmur (.4) /ma:ma/ v. say sth in a low voice, or quietly and indistinctly B#F8§&
(212 mu- RRFYER 6, B HH: mutter v B KIE
[ A X 51X 431 whisper, murmur

murmur v./n. {RTUELINEE; MW HE

e.g. the murmur of bees HEEKIMSHE 75

The poor old lady murmured in her sleep.
AT Z 1A A TERE R i 35 .
whisper v/n. K& MiE
e.g. The officer whispered something to the soldier.
BUEENE ML REETH4.
AP ETULKR

e.g. A breeze murmured/whispered in the trees.
WP R 1Em

2. rattle (1.12) /reetl/ vi. make a quick set of short noises % &SGR MBE T
(E1Z¥] rande %75, B L

e.g. The windows of the old house were rattling in the wind.

ZETHREPERFHEEER,
The handcart rattled along the dark street.
FHEE N RS AT R B A
(% 5] rattle on: WEMERpRAL{E
e.g. He rattled on his experience in the war.

AR AR VR B eSS P LT .
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3. mischievous (1.20) /mist[ivas/ adj. liking to have fun, especially by playing tricks on people or
doing things to annoy or embarrass them 185 1, % AE B
(421 mischief n. 185, BAER
[ A X 5 X 431 mischief, mischievousness
R L The president used to be a regular mischief.
B ERNEPEBEHAN.
He had mischief in his eyes.
AR B 3 B 1R B IR
All the teachers were impressed by the boy’s mischievousness.
A BB S HERZME T TIHRZENSR. _
4. failing (.35) /feiliny/ n. a fault; a weakness of character ## /3,55 &
[ [ X 5X 4] fault, failing, defect
defect RBX “BBBE”, 218 H TIMBRIET M MR, 18R A TR R
e.g. He suffers from a hearing defect.
T 1 B
fault “J 2R, 145, 5 AL, B, BiEHER ERYSS ABUT A LR R
¢.g. He never tells me what my faults are.
HAARERBEE T 2807
failing FRRHEA& BRI/ ERA B R
e.g. Eating too much is one of my failings.
BRARKEREBHGRLAZ—.
5. delectable (1.44) /di'lektabl/ adj. extremely pleasant to taste; pleasing BRI, AT OH); HEAK
[321Z3%] de (EH)+ect (75 f2)+able (FE A 1A /G 4) = delectable  delectation n. 32,18 /K
[F X 51X 4] pleasure, delight, enjoyment, delectation
pleasure F5i% &, Mt
delight 5370 R KW LA B4 AR SE
enjoyment 15N\ —KHItRIIZ P E BRI SRR
delectation 251L-F enjoyment,{H LA IE R, — B NUH-FHHEE
6. grumble (1.55) /grambl/ v. speak with a low, indistinct, and possibly complaining voice %%, &
2
[124Z7%]) rumble v. KHEREFEN mumble v BHBE
[ X 5X %] complain, grumble
REHE MR REEFES,E complain AT KEHLR, T grumble F50E M F B4R
7. peck (I. 59) /pek/ v. (for a bird) strike or bite with its beak W K& ‘
[ %551 peck at sth FE&EREH; — R — AHZ
8. faithfully (I. 68) /feibfali/ adv. in a loyal manner; in a manner that is true to the facts or the original
BT '
(i212¥:] faithn. B faithful adj. LK
[FI X 5X 4] faithful, loyal, constant
faithful BLH),EWEK (EEIBETES. RE. XFHARTEABEEHRER)



e.g. It is said that Chinese husbands are.more faithful to their wives.

FEUL P E R SE R I EFE B,
loyal BBH,EOH) (Rx b TiE X EREET *E,/\:JZA}\ RIREAB KB
e.g. aloyal supporter — /M B IT RS
constant Z54uN— K 1EE I, B WA (FERITHEE)
e.g. a constant friend —ANELHIAAK

AR LEE

escape somebody’s notice, rest assured, jump to one’s feet, let oneself go, slowly but surely

1 . escape somebody’s notice: (1.9) not be observed or noticed by someone %333 A fiF &
e.g. Even minor change can’t escape the wise man’s notice.
B R AR AR AL A RERE I TR AR
2. slowly but surely: (I.12) carefully in order to avoid problems #5237 Ha

e.g. Slowly but surely China opens its market.
T E RT3

.....

3. rest assured: (/.23) not worry, be certain
e.g. You can rest assured that we will lend you a hand.

O, BATI & TR AR A
4. jump to one’s feet: (1. 49) rise up suddenly ZERuLHE, —PKTHAD
e.g. Seeing a policeman approaching, the cheat jumped to his feet and ran away.

BN — BRI B TR R T
I get (rise) to one’s feet: ILATK

struggle to one’s feet: 3.5 Wik

5. let oneself go: (1.73) allow oneself to move or fall freely il----: B H#ahek T R
e.g. Jump and let yourself go!

Bk T £, HC B Bk

O letgoof: #AFF leton: HFEEAF let sb. down: ﬁ%)&%% let alone: AN ;5 AH
e.g. I have never seen him, let alone spoken to him.
BAKREA Rt ftn, EARRAMERIET .

1. The distant sound of low voices, broken now and again by singing, reached Okonkwo from his
wives huts as each woman and her children told folk stories. (I.1~2) MIBL/N A B BT 453K K
175 4078, I AN R P 4T b, MR BLWT B T X RAR M E TR & B B AV R Al

now and then = every now and then: sometimes, occasionally B, {8/R
e.g. Every now and then he went upstairs to see if the boy was still asleep.



AR R L EE B SRR
broken now and then by singing J4id 2: 43185518, HiZ# &4 the distant sound of low
voices.
. They were very happy and began to prepare themselves for the great day. They painted their
bodies deep red and drew beautiful patterns on them with dye. (1.5~7) ffIT3E% & 2%, 45 0 X
KEIHFHHEE . MTIABEHE B SRR REL G E FERRE R,
prepare (...) for sth.: AR
prepare (...) against sth.: 4[5 1F AT HE &
e.g. We should be well prepared against fire.
BAVZET RIS K o
painted their bodies deep red ' deep red G *ME
. As soon as he heard of the great feast in the sky his throat began to itch at the very thought.
(L10~11) — R LHREMAFEEE=R.
hear of: WTii,78%1  at the thought (of...): —48F[-:----
very FELFORIRIE. “—BBIR _ ERBEERRR AR EAEE I Z)E SRR L.
. We know you of old. (1.19) BA1ZEMEEIRT .
of old: ¥ A (9, A AT I, AT, AR AR
e.g. How did the people of old build the Great Wall?
I AR e B K IR ?
I have heard the story of old.
BRI X NMEET .
. Our hosts in the sky will expect us to honor this age-old custom. (1.33) X_EFEAMT—EhE
ERNGEMMEX — & E.
expect somebody to do sth.: HIZEXAMKEHE [ expect...of sb.: W AHALE- -
honor ZEAA]H AFEEER “BE”. Fl honor HXHE WA : in honor of (HA
e, AAee-RNME), pay(give) honorto (J)------BAH) %,
age-old: & EH)
- None of the birds had heard of this custom but they knew Tortoise, in spite of his failings in other
areas, was a widely traveled man who knew the customs of different peoples. (1.34~36) 15 JL{/7#k
BB R IR, B E0E, R E B AERAM T A E 28 BB 2 #7518 R R
RIEHIRAR IR
in spite of F41i7 despite BB, #N “FERE AL H despite BHER.
e.g. In spite of/Despite China’s rapid progress, some Chinese are still living a hard life.
REPEHERREFEHEAMEETIRIBEAE,
%regardless of: A% ANEF, LiL

e.g. Regardless of China’s rapid progress, some western countries plan to criticize China at the

meeting. )
—EF Y ERAE B BRSNS S RS F PR E,
peoples IR AR RIE.

. His speech was so eloquent that all the birds were glad they had brought him, and nodded their



10.

11.

7

heads in approval of all he said.(1.39~41) fLf) QA Wik 57, 5 A 1 5 LA R AR 1,34
A BT U R — DR R SR
FEHEE 4], 5544 so...that....
in approval of: %[5
e.g. All the guests applauded in approval of his idea.

PR KRE R ERRBKER.
Their hosts took him as the king of the birds, especially as he looked somewhat different from the
others. (L.41~42) EAHEMHSR T B SZ T AHREABEERER A RILEAARE.
take...as...; fEooeeer Bpfeeeees somewhat adv. R, R

. After a selection of nuts had been presented and eaten, the people of the sky set before their guests

the most delectable dishes Tortoise had ever seen or dreamed of. (1.43~44) ¥§i% Hi R H-&-Fp R4
B bR ZE, REMEAEZATMTE LT S0Y 2 RSB RTHIRKRES.
selection n. ¥iXt &Y <

A HIGRI A After a selection of nuts +- eaten, (FF[E]4RE M AJ) the people of the sky (FiF)
set (1§78)before their guests (M SR IE) the most delectable dishes (5€1%) Tortoise had ever seen
or dreamed of. (& &M A])

AAJMEENIZA: oo KEMEAEZANENE LT SAELERIRPBLNRR
BRATERE -

And so Tortoise ate the best part of the food and then drank two pots of palm wine, so that he
was full of food and drink and his body grew fat enough to fill out his shell. (1.56~58) X, 5
A E T BIFR YIS T FIZGHEE, U E T 5 AR A S LU B BT .
so that FEAA]H 5| R4 RRENA.
fill out: MIEF e.g. fill out the application form IHE HIEFR

@BEZh e.g. fill out the prescription %25 A% -
@AM e.g. The star began to fill out in his thirties.
IOBREE=TE SRR AR
They chose to fly home on an empty stomach. (1.60~61) Al 1T REFA 7 K [E X,
choose to do sth.: decide to do sth.; decide on doing sth.
e.g. I could have bought a shirt for myself with the money, but I chose to give it to the poor old man.
BARAT LR RSN R E DL AHK BRRILES TRULTHZA,
on an empty stomach: FHAt 7

Part One Preparation
1. An Argument about the Sun
Sample answers

1) Both the children are wrong. The sun gives out almost the same amount of heat at any time of

the year. We feel sometimes it is hotter, and sometimes it is cooler only because the angle between the
sunlight and the surface of the earth varies constantly.



That the sun seems bigger at daybreak is an optical illusion. When it appears on the horizon, only
a small part of the sky is bright enough to be seen against it. This makes the sun seem bigger. But
when it’s high up in the sky, it seems smaller with the huge bright sky against it.

That it is cooler in the morning than at midday is not because of the change of the distance
between the sun and the earth. It is because of the change of the angle between the sunlight and the
surface of the earth. We don’t feel very hot in the morning because less sunlight is received per unit of
area when the angle is smaller. But as time passes, more and more sunlight per unit of area penetrates
the atmosphere and reaches us, so we feel hotter at midday.

2) Confucius was knowledgeable, but not a genius. We can’t expect him to know everything.
Everyone has his or her limitations. Another reason is that at that time science was not developed and
people didn’t have advanced equipment to do research on the sun and the earth. So it was difficult to
understand or explain many natural phenomena.

3) A. I think Confucius was honest. He didn’t pretend to know the answer.

B. No one is perfect. One may be an expert in one field, but a layman in other fields.

C. The children were very curious, a good quality of theirs. But they only saw other side of the
phenomenon and then jumped to conclusions. One should consider different aspects before drawing
any conclusions.

2. Bedtime Stories
Sample

Long long ago there were two brothers. The elder brother was rich, but the younger brother was
poor. They made a living by cutting wood in the forest. One day when the younger brother was
crossing a bridge, his iron axe fell into the water. He was very sad and began to cry. At that time an
old man appeared. After he knew what happened, he dove into the water and brought a silver axe to
the younger brother, but the younger brother said, “No, this isn’t mine. Mine is made of iron.” Again
the old man dove into the water, and brought a gold axe to him. But again he said this wasn’t his. The
old man was very happy with this because the younger brother was honest and not greedy, So he gave
the younger brother the gold axe.

After the younger brother got home, he told all this to his elder brother. On hearing the story the
elder brother went to the same bridge and dropped his iron axe into the water. The old man appeared
too and dove into the water after knowing what happened. He brought a silver axe to the elder brother,
but the elder brother said this wasn’t his, his was a gold one. The old man was very unhappy and
brought him a gold axe unwillingly.

The elder brother went back home with the gold axe, but as soon as he was home, he became a
statue, as a result of the magic power of the gold axe.

Chinese Fables
Three at Dusk and Four at Dawn
In the state of Song there was a man who was very fond of monkeys and kept a large number of
them. He could understand the monkeys and they could understand him. In order to satisfy the



monkeys’ demands, he reduced the food consumption of his family.

After a while his family did not have enough to eat, so he wanted to limit the food for his
monkeys. But he was afraid the monkeys would not submit to him. So he played a trick on them.

“If I give you three chestnuts in the morning and four in the evening, would that be enough?” he
asked the monkeys.

All the monkeys rose up in a fury.

After a short time he said, “If I give you four chestnuts in the morning and three in the evening,
would that be enough?”

All the monkeys lay on the floor, happy and satisfied with this proposal.

His Spear Against His Shield
In the state of Chu there was a man who had a spear and a shield for sale. He was loud in praises
of his shield.

“My shield is so strong that nothing can pierce it through.”

He also sang praises of his spear.

“My spear is so strong that it can pierce thnough anything.”

“What would happen,” he was asked, “if your spear is used to pierce your shield?”

He was unable to give an answer.

It is impossible for ah impenetrable shield to coexist with a spear that finds nothing impenetrable.

A Matter of Dignity

There was a great famine in the state of Qi. Qian Ao, a rich man in Oi, prepared food by the
road-side for the hungry to come and eat.

Along came a starving man, his sleeves covering his head, his hempen sandals held together by
string, walking as if he did not know where he was going. With food in his left hand and drink in his
right, Qian Ao shouted at him.

“Hey you! Come and eat!”

The man looked up and stared at Qian.

“I'm reduced to this state just because I refuse to take anything from loud-mouthed people giving
away food.” He said.

Qian immediately begged his pardon but the man still refused to eat and eventually starved to
death.

Part Two Listening-Centered Activities
Listening |
Tapesript
Mart Moody’s Bird Dog
Mart Moody from Tupper Lake used to tell this tale. “went out one day and there was a big flock
of ducks out on Tupper Lake. And I had this good dog. I shot at the ducks, and then I sent the dog out
there. She was heavy with pups at the time, and I didn’t know whether I should send her out there. It
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was a cold day in the fall. Well, she took right off and away she went. But she didn’t show up when it
got dark. I began to worry about her. She was a good dog, a really good retriever. She’d get anything I
shot at.

So the next moming I woke up and I thought I'd better go see if I could find her. And I got down
to the shoreline of the lake and I looked out. Suddenly I saw something coming. It was this dog, she
came into the shore! She had three ducks in her mouth. And behind her she had seven pups. And each
of the pups had a duck in his mouth.”

Exercise 1
1) What did Moody shoot at one day?
Ducks.
2) Who went with Moody?

His dog.
3) What happened to the dog after she left?
She didn’t turn up that day.
4) Why was Moody worried about her?
It was unusual for a dog as good as her not to come back.
5) What do you think of the ending?
It was somewhat unbelievable. I don’t thipk it possible for a new-born pup to carry a duck in his
mouth. And it is also incredible that the dog had three ducks at once in her mouth. Moody is obviously

exaggerating.

Exercise 2 )
DF 2)F 3)T 4T _5)F 6)T

Exercise 3
Samples

1) Moody told the story to show what a good and responsible retriever the dog was. For example,
when there were too many ducks for her to get/carry, she gave birth to 7 pups. And even the pups were
great enough to be able to get ducks for their master right after birth. Of course, Moody was
exaggerating and we know it isn’t a true story.

2) Moody felt very proud of his dog. She was a good and dutiful retriever. She accomplished her
duty when she was heavy with pups. Without any delay, she took off to get the ducks her master shot
at. She never forgot her duty even when she had to give birth to the pups. Even her baby pups
followed her example. We know he was exaggerating, and it was funny.

Listening I1
Tapesript
Women Are More Clever than Men
There was an old man who had a daughter. He told his daughter that he had invited a preacher to
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his house. He said, “Daughter, I'm going down to the train to meet the Reverend, and I’ ve roasted two
ducks and left them there for him in the other room. Don’t you touch them.” The daughter said, “No, I
won’t touch them.” So her Papa went to the train to meet the Reverend, and the girl began to taste the
ducks. The ducks tasted so good that she kept on tasting them until she had eaten them all up, every bit
of them.

After the old man came back, he didn’t even look in the place where he had left the ducks. He
went directly into the other room to sharpen his knife on the oil stone so he could carve the ducks. The
preacher was sitting in the room with the girl. She knew that her papa was going to punish her, and she
started crying and shedding some tears. The preacher said, “What is the matter with you girl?” She
said, “Papa has this one bad fault —he invites preachers to his house and goes to sharpen his knife
to cut off both their ears.” And the Reverend said, “What is that you say, daughter?” The girl said,

“Yes, Papa invites preachers ‘here all the time and cuts off both their ears.” The preacher said,

“Daughter, hand me my.hat, quick!” The girl gave him his hat and he ran out of the door quickly. The
daughter called her Papa and said, “Papa, the preacher got both of the ducks and has gone.” The old
man ran to the door and yelled to the preacher, “Hey, where are you going in such a hurry? Come back
here right now!” But the preacher just kept running and shouted back over his shoulder, “Damned if
you’ll get either one of them.”

Exercise 1

1)Whom did the old man invite to his house?
A priest./ The Reverend.

2) What did he roast for the guest?
Two ducks. X

3) Where did the father go to meet the Reverend?
To the train station.

4) What did the daughter do while the father was away?
She ate the two ducks.

5) What did the father do after he came back with the guest?

He sharpened his knife on the oil stone,
6) Why do you think the daughter started to cry in front of the guest"

She wanted to attract the preacher’s attention.
7) What did she say to the guest?

“Papa invites preachers to his house and cut off their ears.”
8) What did the guest do after he heard what the daughter said?

He took his hat and left quickly.
9) What did the daughter say to her father when the preacher left?

She told her father that the guest had taken the two ducks.
10) What did the father shout to him?

* Where are you going in such a hurry? Come back here right now.”
11) What did the guest reply?




