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Introduction

Where are public schools moving? It’ s a very important and
difficult issue in the course of China’s public school reform efforts at
present. How to answer the question? The on going reform has just
started. But American public school development has a history of
over 300 years. The basic purpose of the research is to explore the
useful experiences from the development of American public schools
to the current school reform in China.

The only effective way to answer the hot issues is to study the
history of American public schools with a calm, objective and ration-
al approach. The dissertation starts its research from the Massachu-
setts law of 1642 and ends in Bush’s report “No Child left behind”.
It is believed that careful studies of the historical materials and ratio-
nal thinking will help us to discover some critical and fundamental
issues and problems concerning with public school development.
Based on the study of American public school development, the re-
search attempts to put up forward some suggestions concerning with
China’s public school development.

In sum, this dissertation mainly consists of four parts.

Part one is also the preface of this paper. The following ques-
tions are the focuses of this part: Are schools equivalent to educa-
tion? Are public schools the best schools? Are public schools corre-
sponding to public education? At the same time, the research funda-
mental hypotheses will be proposed and the main purpose of the
study will be explained.

Part two, in fact, is the first part of the research. The research
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begins with the Massachusetts law of 1642 and ends in Bush’s re-
port “No Child left behind”. According to the standard items of his-
tory, this part is divided into seven chapters. However, these divi-
sions do not necessarily represent the different stages of American
public school development.

Part three is the second part of the research. It mainly covers
the critical and fundamental issues and problems of public school re-
flected in the history of American public school. How to define the
public schools? Will American public schools continue to exist? Who
are public schools for? How to guarantee the democracy and benefits
of public schools?

Part four, as an ending part, tries to answer the questions
raised in the research: Where are public schools moving? The disser-
tation suggests, as the basics of China’s public school reform, some
fundamental problems to be dealt with. How to understand the cur-
rent state of China’s public schools? What are the main challenges
that public schools are facing? How to define China’s public schools?
Additionally, the dissertation proposes that a few fundamental prin-

ciples should be adhered in the course of public schools reforms.
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