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—| Passage 1

Dear Stacy,

How are you and your family? I’ ve got some very exciting news! I’ m planning to go
to California during the summer from June 15 to July 16. I’ ve arranged a very cheap flight
(only $ 400 roundtrip) through the tour company I work for. Regular fares are now
around $ 750. I plan to rent a car the whole time and travel through most of the state. I’ 1l
be visiting several cities, but I’ 1l stay in San Diégo for at least three days. I hope I can get
to see you and your family while I’m there.

I’ ve made a reservation at the South-coast Motel close to the beach. The address is
1515 S, Mission Bay Drive. I think that’s near your house, too. I’ ve reserved a room for
three nights from June 26 to June 28. I get 10% off the regular rate because I’ m staying
for at least two nights, and another 20% off because I’m a travel agent. After I get there,
I may decide to stay longer.

~ Which place do you recommend I visit in San Diego? Of course, I’ ve heard of the
famous San Diego Zoo. That will probably be the first on my list of places to see. I also
want to visit the Coronado Hotel and Mission Bay.

It would be nice to know when you’ re available before I leave. If you don’t have
time to write, I’ 1l call you when I arrive in San Diego. The number of the motel is
457-0293. '

Take care and give my regards to your family.

Your friend,
Michiko

@ | 270 words

Suggested reading time: 3’ 20"

Go for exercises!
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Directions : Choose one best answer to each question.

1.

. In the context of the passage, the word “roundtrip” means

How long will Michiko stay in Califomia on her summer vacation?
a. Three days.
b. Two weeks.
c. One month.

d. The whole summer.

. What is the discount that Michiko will have on the cost of her motel room?

a. 10%.
b. 20%.
. 30%.
d. 40% .

o

a. both ways
bh. at a discount
c. one way

d. regular fare

. When will Michiko arrive in San Diego?

a. June 15.
b. June 26.
c. June 28.
d. June 25.

- Which piece of information about the motel is not given in the passage?

a. The cost of a room for one night.
b. The address.

c¢. The phone number.

d. The percent of discount available.

How seell have
vou read?




% Passage 2

Is it difficult for you to get up in the morning? Do you sometimes oversleep? Are you
often late for work or school? Then Hiroyuki Sujiyama of Japan has a special bed for you.
Hiroyuki’s bed will get you up in the morning! Here is how it works.

The bed is connected to an alarm clock. First, the alarm clock rings. You have a few
minutes to wake up. Next, a tape recorder in the bed plays soft music or other pleasant
sounds. The tape recorder in Hiroyuki’s then says in a sweet voice, “Wake up, darling,
please.” A few minutes later, the second recording plays. The second recording can be
loud music or unpleasant sounds. Hiroyuki hears a recording of his boss. His boss shouts,
“Wake up immediately, or you’ll be late!”

If you don’t get up after the second recording, you’ll be sorry. A mechanical “foot”
is in the bed. The mechanical foot kicks you in the head. Then the bed waits for a few
more minutes. What! You’re still in bed! Slowly, the top of the bed rises higher and
higher. The foot of the bed goes lower and lower. Finally, the bed is vertical. You slide
off the bed and onto the floor. You are awake and out of bed.

Hiroyuki made his bed because he wanted to win a contest. He works for Honda Mo-
tor Company. Once every two years, Honda has a contest — the “ All-Honda Idea Con-
test” . It is for Honda’ s 200,000 employees. The employees think of new ideas. If their
ideas win, the employees win prizes. In 1996 Hiroyuki Sujiyama won a prize for his bed.

Hiroyuki wanted to win a prize. He also wanted to solve a problem. “Getting up in
the morning is difficult for me,” Hiroyuki said, “ Often I am almost late for work. Maybe
this bed will solve my problem.”

Hiroyuki’s bed is not in stores. There is only one bed — the bed Hiroyuki made for
the contest. Maybe someday a company will make Hiroyuki’s bed and sell it in stores.
Many people will buy millions of beds. Then Hiroyuki will be rich. If the bed makes
Hiroyuki rich, it certainly will solve his problem. Hiroyuki will have a lot of money. He
won’t need to get up early.

Go for exercises!
N

&

<



, _ ]
ﬁm_ff Reading Comprehension

Directions : answer the following questions according to the passage you have just read.
1. What is the special character of Hiroyuki’s bed?

2. The mechanical “foot” will kick you after

3. The bed has brought about _to Hiroyuki.

4. According to the passage, Hiroyuki’s problem is actually lack of

5. Can you buy such a bed if you want to get up early in the morning?

How well have
you read?
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Passage 3

For years, villagers believed that Endly farm was haunted. The farm was owned by
two brothers, Joe and Bert Cox. They employed a few farm hands, but no one was willing
to work there long. Every time a worker gave up his job, he told the same story, that they
always woke up to find that work had been done overnight. Hay had been cut and cow-
sheds had been cleaned. A farm worker, who stayed up all night, claimed to have seen a
figure cutting corn in the moonlight. In time it had been an accepted fact that the Cox
brothers employed a conscientious ghost that did most work for them.

No one suspected that there might be someone else on the farm that had never been
seen. This was indeed the case. A short time ago, villagers were astonished to learn that
the ghost of the Endly had died. Everyone went to the funeral, for the “ghost” was none
other than Eric Cox, a third brother who was supposed to have died as a young man.
After the funeral, Joe and Bert revealed a secret that they had kept for over forty years.

Eric had been the oldest son of the family. He had been obliged to join the army dur-
ing World War I. As he hated army life, he decided to desert his regiment. When he learnt
that he would be sent abroad, he retummed to the farm and his father hid him until the end
of the war. Fearing the authorities, Eric remained in hiding after the war as well. His fa-
ther told everybody that Eric had been killed in an accident. The only other people who
knew the secret were Joe and Bert. They did not tell even their wives. When their father
died, they thought it their duty to keep Eric in hiding. All these years, Eric lived as a
recluse. He used to sleep during the day and work at night, quite unaware of the fact that
he had become the ghost of Endly. When he died, however, his brothers found it impossi-
ble to keep the secret any longer.

@ 358 words

Suggested reading time: 4’ 30"

Go for exercises!
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Directions : Choose one best answer to each question.
1. Eric remained in hiding after the war because
a. he feared the punishment he might receive for his desertion
b. his father had told everyone he had died
c. he was afraid of being sent abroad
d. he was fond of the life of a recluse
2. While farm hands stayed at Endly farm,
a. they found during the night their work had been done for them
b. they often saw a figure working in the ficlds at night
¢. they did not have any work to do
d. it never occurred to them that there was someone in hiding on the farm
3. Why did the Coxs revealed the secrct at last? Because
a. the war ended
b. the father died
they had to bury their brother

o

d. villagers feared them very much
4. Why was this secret kept so well? Because
a. the Coxs never told others about that
b. Eric never appeared in the daytime
c. villagers never imagined that there was someone hiding in the farm
d. all of the above
5. What is the best title to this passage?
a. The Secret of a “Ghost”.
b. A Big Secret.
¢. Three Brothers.
d. A Haunted Farm.

How  well  have
- vou read?




=4 pagsage 1

If you’ ve been on campus for very long, I’m certain that you’ ve already heard about
this course. You may know that last term about fifty percent of the students who attended
my course failed it. Let me explain how this came about before you draw any conclusions.
In the first place, since this is a composition class, I expected my students to follow cer-
tain rules of form. Unfortunately. students today dislike having to follow rules of any
kind, especially those that they may feel to be unnecessary. For example, I ask that each
of your papers be typed and centered on the paper correctly. I take away points for
various kinds of mistakes. A misspelled word will cost you 5 points. You’ ve lost 25 points
if you’ ve misspelled five words. If you write an incomplete sentence, you’ ve lost 10
points. If you give me two complete sentences and one is without correct punctuation,
you’ve lost 15 points. I do not accept late papers. You will receive a zero for any paper
which you fail to hand in on time. I expect you to read assignment. To make certain that
you have read the assignment, I will give you a short unannounced quiz from time to time.
This class meets on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. You will have a total of six
major tests throughout the term. Your final grade will be based on an average of these ma-
jor tests, quiz tests, and eight written papers. If you have any questions at any time, you
can see me on Tuesday. My office is on the second floor of this building. Your assignment
for Wednesday is to read Hemingway’ s short story on page 55. Friday will be the last class
day of this week, so you can expect to write a short in-class paper for me then. That’s all
for today, I’'1l see you on Wednesday.

Go for exercises!
% P
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Directions : Choose one best answer to each question.

1.

When was this lecture given?

a. On Monday.

b. On Wednesday.

c¢. On Thursday.

d. On Friday.

How many papers will the students be required to write during the term?
a. Ten.

b. Six.

c. Eight.
d. Twelve.

. If a student writes an incomplete sentence with a misspelled word, how many points will he or she

lose?
a. 5.
b. 10.
c. 15.
d. 20.

. When does the teacher give a short quiz on students’ reading assignments?

a. On Monday.

b. On Wednesday.
¢. On Friday.

d. Unannounced.

. Which word may describe the teacher best?

a. Interesting.
b. Kind.
c. Strict.

d. Sympathetic.

How well have
vou read?



Passage 2

If you want to become a better reader, what should you know about speed, or rate,
of reading? ‘

Some people read very rapidly; others read very slowly; someone who reads every-
thing very quickly may say, “I am a rapid reader. I can read an entire book in one
evening.” Someone who reads slowly may say, “I read slowly, but I know what I read. I
don’t miss a thing.”

The rapid reader may be a good reader when he reads a storybook for fun. But he
may not be able to slow down enough to read directions carefully. He may read so rapidly
that he does not take time to understand fully the ideas and information which is important
to remember. _

The very slow reader may be a good reader when he reads directions for making
something. But he may take altogether too much time to read a simple story that is meant
to be enjoyed but is not important enough to be remembered.

So, you see, neither the reader who reads everything rapidly nor the one who reads
everything slowly is really a good reader.

If you wish to become a better reader, here are four important things to remember
about rate, or speed, of reading.

1. Knowing why you are reading, what you are reading will often help you to know
whether to read rapidly or slowly.

2. Some things should be read slowly throughout. Examples are directions for making
or doing something; arithmetic problems; science and history books, which are full of
important information. You must read such things slowly to remember each important step
and understand each important idea.

3. Some things should be read rapidly throughout. Examples are simple stories meant
for enjoyment; news letters from friends; items or bits of news from local, or hometown
papers, telling what is happening to friends and neighbors.

4. In some of your reading, you must change your speed from fast to slow and slow
to fast, as you go along. You will need to read certain pages rapidly and then slow down
and do more careful reading when you come to important ideas that must be remembered.

5 372 words
2] Suggested reading time: 4'40”
& P




