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Preface

The Yangtze River is one of the areas of origin of the
Chinese people. It is our mother river. From ancient times
until today, the river has supported numerous generations
of Chinese, and has served as the foundation for brilliant
civilization and science.

The Yangtze River is the largest river in China and
the third largest river in the world. It starts from the
snow-covered Geladaindong, the peak of the Tanggula
Mountain on the Tibetan Plateau, and winds its way
through Qinghai, Xizang ( Tibet), Sichuan, Chongqing,
Yuanan, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, Anhui, Jiangsu and
Shanghai. It traverses 11 provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions to empty finally into the East China
Sea. Its major channel is 6 380 km in length, collects over
700 tributaries, and has thousands of associated lakes and
reservoirs. The total catchment area of the Yangtze River
is 1. 8 million km?, of which the surface area of rivers and
lakes forms 4 %.

Rainfall in the Yangtze River basin is very plentiful,

particularly in the middle and lower reaches, where rainfall
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is generally over 1 000 mm, and can sometimes reach 2 000
~3 000 mm. The abundant precipitation produces a sub-
stantial current, and an annual discharge of 1 000 billion
m?® to the sea. This represents 38% of the total freshwater
resource of China by volume.

The Yangtze River supports 1/3 of the total popula-
tion. It produces 40% by volume of the grain yield, 1/3 by
volume of the cotton yield, and 40% by value of industry
yield.

The Yangtze River is the major pool of fish resources,
a major habitat of rare aquatic animals, and the cradle of
Chinese freshwater aquaculture. For a long time, the Yan-
gtze River basin has produced 60% of freshwater fish in
China,

The biological resources, including fish, are the most
important resources for human being. Conservation of bio-
logical resources is necessary to conserve the basis for
existing and future development of human being. The con-
servation of crop, animal and bird resources as well as
fish, is vital to feed the increasing world (and Chinese)
population. Conservation of fish resources is the key issue
for aquatic animal protein production. Part of this process
involves the restoration of the genetic diversity of fish.

Since the second half of the twentieth century, be-

cause of the rapid expansion of global population, acceler-



