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Preface

The revised version of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China
was approved by the 5th session of the 8th National People’s Congress on March
14,1997. This new Criminal Law has explicitly stipulated three principles, guilt
and punishment determined by law; equality in the application of the Criminal
Law,and penal discretion fitting the crime. It highlights the protection for the or-
der of the socialist market economy and to fulfill the current need of striking on
crimes, it provides clear regulations on some common and frequently occurring
crimes and has increased new accusations to some newly emerged crimes . The
new Criminal Law has changed scme regulations which were generally stated in
the original one and made some important legal procedures and systems more sci-
entific and perfect. This new Criminal Law is a brand-new socialist penal code
with chinese characteristics, as it is not only essence of the experiences of our
country’s criminal law legislation and jurisdiction,but also reflects the apparent
character of this era. A good study and application of this Criminal Law will bring
great significance to running the country and building a socialist country in law.

On March 16,1997, we held a meeting in Beijng with the attendance of the
experts and professors from the country’s relevant universities,institutes and re-
search organizations of political science and law,the leaders from practical juridi-
cal departments and the members of the affiliated Criminal Law revising group.
The guiding ideology in writing the book New Theory of Chinese Criminal Law
was defined then and it was determined that this book would be in the basic
frame of law teaching material and give consideration to the needs of educational
purpose ,scientific research and juridical practices,thus,the book will be relative-
ly theoretic scientific and practical. After repeated discussions and comparison re-
search from different angles ,the complete structure and writing program were fi-
nally accomplished and the writing work was assigned to all the parties involved.

From May 16 to May 23,1997,the first meeting on drafting checking was
held in Beijing. After primary examination by the experts and professors of the
editorial board, the first draft was printed and distributed to the leaders ,experts

and professors of all the councils ,ministries and commissions in political and law



4. Preface’

system to collect back suggestions . From June 23 to July 11 in the same year ,
the second meeting was also held in Beijing and during which the revised
manuscripts of all the writing parties were adjusted ,revised and substantiated ac-
cording to the principle of science,objectivity and justice and so the book basical-
ly reflects the original purpose of legislation and meanwhile carries its own char-
acter alsc. In layout ,the book is divided in two parts ,General Exposition and
" Separate Exposition ,in Consistent to the revised Criminal Law system;the book
also brings forth new ideas in composition as compared with the former criminal
law teaching material and books,it has made some more reasonable adjustments
in the display of the elements forming the crimes and penal discretion ;and fol-
lowing as a main line the crimes,criminal responsibilities and their ways of real-
ization which have been stipulated in the revised New Criminal Law ,the book
lays emphasis in expounding the basic ideology and principles of criminal law .
specifications and standards of crime components ,and the relevant convictions
and punishments as well. These have made the book itself both scientific and
practical. We hope it will become a good teacher and helpful friend of the readers
after its publication.

In the composition of the book ,the leaders of all the ministries,councils and
commissions and all the writers gave many useful propositions and made every ef-
fort to bring forth newest research achievements to enrich the content of the
book. This book is the fruit of theory integrating with practice and cooperation
between the theoretical circles and the practical ministry, commission and council
departments . However ,as the time given was so short ,the views and method of
exposition may carry some improper points and corrections from the readers will
be greatly appreciated.

We would hereby give our thanks to Prof. Ma Kechang from Wuhan Univer-
sity ,Prof. Wang Zuofu from China People’s University and Prof . Cao Zidan from
China University of Political Science and law ,who had given us lots of precious
suggestions during the composing of this book ,and thanks will be also given to
the Publishing Housing of China People's Public Security University which gave
its great support in the publication of this book.

The Editorial Board of New Theory of Chinese Criminal Law

August,1997,in Beijing
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