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x4 Oral English in Culture

Dragon-worship has found a way into every aspect of lite in China.
MEANANRFZARNTAL T TEE

The Chinese like to compare (hina to a giant dragon tlying over the cast
of'the world.

TERASVETELEN KAB WE R

There are many buildings in China with dragons on them such as the
Nine-dragon Wall in Beijing.

FERIFSBIERALERFEE KRR

Situational dialogues gz

©ialogue 1)

{A=a guide §¥F, B=a foreign tourist NEH &)

A This is the throne where the emperor used to meet his ministers. \

B:

SRR AT R IR RY RO
Look . there are quite a lot of dragons in the building and on the throne. They\

look quite wonderful. Are these just for ornament? \

Mi, By CHURE A LERE AP B e froleok BT ETTDUOOE TR R AN ‘

g

A: Not only. In ancient China, the dragon was considered to be a deity with inﬁnite\

power. The emperors always regarded themselves as the true sons of the dragon.
So in the palace you will find yourself surrounded by the dragon. Also such\
ornaments could be found on the clothes they used to wear and the things they\
used.

AN, A E A, A R L LR R, BT LSRR R |
SR T DT b S R R AT R e LR, RN éamﬂ\
WL A ACHR L dLRE R 1 60 B ‘

. | suppose there must be a Jot of expressions specially used for the emperor, 100 \

TER LG T el e 09 Ak s |

. Yes, for example. when people wanted to say “the emperor is happy”. they |

would say: “the Dragon is in a good mood. " |
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B I (| R NS (W AT A S A TN SO S AT A T I N Y

T~

B: Quite imercsling, Would vou telf me more”

A.

WA ia AU AITE
Sure. Afterwards, OK~

MG TR L

@ﬁf“ Dlalogue 2

{A=a foreign tourist SMEHN E, B=a puide i)

A:

B:

>

®

| find it"s quite casy to [ind the image of dragon in China.

JER b DR Y 3] ey [1HR

Yes. nearly everywhere, There used to be many temples specially built tor the
God of Dragon, also called the King of Dragon. In China, the dragon was
considered to be the bringer of the rain, so when there was a draught, people
used to offer sacrifices 10 the Dragon and ask for rain.

WY IUT R el RSV T D e BRI Aot A
fTHAhy S RESZ T KU . DL b 22 K H’al"i’»JHHV;‘g N RESR AR ATV

: Quite interesting.

VLAY R

: Yeah, it can also be found in ancient buildings, sculptures. clothes, paintings,

literature and mythology. cven stamps and coins.
s H’J. (TNARERURE S/ 1IN OO BN 3 I QN A UL Y R 1 & gl 7
WL L NG S R

: Is there a special day for the dragon®’

RN AR IS

» Not exactly. But on a lot of traditional holidays you will find events about it. For

example. on Lantern Festival you will find dragon lanterns and dragon play. The
second day of the second lunar month is the Dragon-head Rising day. People
used to consider all the food for this day to be part of the dragon, the noodles
the whiskers . the pancakes the scales, dumplings the ears.

REAT L AUV AL LA R TR s b E
FUELD B B R R R ARSI - AT 'h 1’1 e/
F 0 R R P G V) S UG/ | 110 - 1V TN A Ol 0 A
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: | have heard a lot of the Dragon Boat Day, but I don 't know when it is celebrated.

FWrsd s e BT U AL (AR R

: It falls on the 5th of the fifth lunar month. On that day people hold Dragon-boat

race in memory of Qu Yuan, a patriotic Chinese poet and politician. ‘

F (R LTN IO WA R N N P NVNI N E S O A SO A L S NI STr e 4 T ‘

i ‘

: Are these holidays celebrated all over China

A AR IR SIS Y

: Nearly all over China. And some minorities have their special holidays for

dragon, such as”Dragon-Worshipping Day“among Dong and Zhuang peoples,

and “Dragon-Lake Day™ among the Pumi people.

JLT- v ARG e DB RN A 2 TR IR e il 5 R R iy
SR OR BRI T

: I am interested in this. Are there any books in English on this”

FE AP IX A AR X iy e S gy

: Yeah, T will write down the list of books.

A, TGRS - B

: Thank you.

EiEINGE

ST

t@ Dialogue 3! )

(A=Professor Smith £ Z {1 ¥ ¥, B=Zhang Jun KF)

A: 1 would like to know what Chinese people call themselves. Can you give me

some information?

AT NP OO O R, eSS FRER (L ST LY

B: Of course. There are a lot of ways. such as the scions of Yan and Huang,

YR T . AU RRERIE L Bl AL

A: How did this come from?

KB AR

B: Yan Di and Huang Di were original heads of two tribes in China, and it”s said

that they were brothers. Huang Di defeated the terrible tribe which used to

invade others. He got people organized in agricultural production and the
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development of culture. He invented many things and cured many people of‘
their discases. |
ity F0AE A S T D S S B AT VL I 2R
f&IHﬁthlu'dS,‘*k(l’J I ﬂljz’Hf’H/\ﬂ‘ljf_l'»%‘r‘{txllf_'l:r‘"ﬂl'&ie& L OF
LWL 24000 LA Y 2 |

s He is so great!

..

fi el K
Yes. so the people respect and revere Huang Di, Jooking on him as the common |
ancestor. After the tribe of Yan Di was merged. people came to call themselves
“scions of Yan and Huang™. ‘
SETE PP T ﬁ'u‘i}. }U*U ffiae I,

NSNS (SRE 'St R /N R TS A A N AP I T

|;

L et i o T

+ Any other names” |

. Yeah. there are other names such as the scions of Hua Xia ©

Sy A R

civilization grew out of a tribe called Hua Xia,  which had settled in the Ycllow‘
River valley. Hence the name. i
LTRGBS M o i!'i“i”II’HLIAI’m
fle sl oy i VLU ¢4 |
[ heard that the Chinatown is translated into tangrenjie in Chinese. Why did the |
Chinese call themselves tangren” |
SR 158 Chinatown £ DL P BN TR I AT WD 2o A LT BT
M ‘

. Tang isa dynasty in Chinese history during which time China was unprecedentedly |

strong, so the Chinese sometimes regard Tang as a sign of prosperity. ‘
R AT O R AT R CTINT 0 2T N DA EPNE N IV S (L R R

I|A)L B ”(/nfl:

. Thank you a lot for telling me so much.

IR A 2 2 40
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Additional words & phrases wumiz=

kylin | kailin] n BB (H4H

dragon lantern JedT

phoenix ['fiiniks] n. RUE, K15

n. e

tortoise ['toitas) m. (K% H /1.
i )

year of dragon pAcS

crane [krein]

Palace of the Dragon King p A=t
dragon dance )4
dragon vein T Bk
dragon robe Tl

lion[laian] n. Wi-F (/™. SHHL.
Jie, MERIMEAE, SFPE)
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Unit 2
Talking ahout |
Chinese History::us:

Basic sentences zm4+

1. History is the record events in the life of a country or a people.
BRR2—ITERT—ITRELFBHMICR.

2. China, one of the world’s most ancient civilizations, has a recorded history

of nearly 5, 000 years.
PERHR EREEXPNERILZ—, HFE 5000 F£HHE.
3. In221B. C., Qin Shihuang, the first Emperor, established the first centralized,
unified, multi-ethnic state in Chinese history.
ATH 21, PEE—UEFRRERYTHERELLE-PRRAER. H—.
TEENER.
4. Most of scholars agree that the first dynasty of China was the Xia about 2100
to 1600 B. C.
AEHEEEFASTENE—ABRERAATTH 2100 32 5TH) 1600 FHREH.
5. With nearly 5,000 years to draw on, China owes its rich culture to a blend of
philosophies including Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism.
BiE 5000 EHEMNFEENFPEXHRARELESRTEEAR. B. BERNERE
Saioked: Vil
6. The discovery of ruins throughout the country from the Neolithic Age proves
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that the Chinese nation entered the stage of civilization at least 4000 years
ago.

SESCHEAH A RN E L AR IFAPEREE DA 4000 55728 2 ¥ A ST
Bz

More than just a trade route. the Silk Road once played a great role in
promoting triendly relations and economic and cultural exchanges between
China and Asian. Furopean and African countries.

R HEANR—5ZHWHE. COSARIATESTN. M. IFHFRENK
ﬂ%%%ﬂé@%?“ﬁx/nL%ﬁEiLﬁﬁﬁ’Eﬁ%

Marco Polo’s descriptions show that the highways. postal system, and
medicine of China were more advanced than those of Europe in the thirteenth
century.

S GREMICHE R D LT BN MBNES TRET YA

9. China was the first country to plant and process tea in the world.

10.

i1,

12.

13.

hEEH R R EARENEERI S EK
The Four Great Inventions of the Chinese people in ancient times are
papermaking, printing . the compass and gunpowder.
REHAR KA L SIREEA . R, 158 KA
The Opium War of 1840 marked a turning point in Chinese history.
1840 ZRENB BT HTED 20T
On October 1.1949 300,000 people in Beipng's Tian anmen Square
wiinessed a grand ceremony inaugurating the People s Republic of China.
1949 F 10 E LH, 0HRAA AR I HFEREETREARINETER A
S
Since 197%. China has pursued a policy of rcform and opening to the
outside world, a policy that was initiated by Deng Xiaoping.

M TOT8 SE 146, R ESRA ER /N IR B T AR
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Situational dialogues g

f:"w'fDlalogue 1

{(A=Mr. Smith $ZFHE 54, B=Miss Li $/00)

A: This is my first visit to China. and 17d like to learn more about your history.
IESAEIE VRS I LIS I AR tN (NN

B: China, onc of the world s most ancient civilizations, has a recorded history of
nearly 5,000 years, Most of our scholars agree that the first dynasty was the Xia
about 2100 to 1600 B. . Historians think the Xia descended from the Longshan
culture in the Yellow River Valley. They could make beautitul black-lacquered
pottery.
el W T SE b s s s L T 000 il K BT A
FEAA S - A K E Y i 2100 T30 25 0 1600 FRy K] byl
CH P LRI SRR AR A S IR I {5 R A PN R S Y
P

A Did they invent vour writing system??
WA AT sy S g

B: Scholars think the Xia dynasty had a writing system. but the best records are
from the Shang dynasty. Have vou heard about the Shang oracle bones?  The
bones were the shoulder blades of animal and had Chinese characters scratched
on them. Itis reported that the bones were used for telling the future. The
Shang dynasty existed between about 1600 and 1066 B.C. Shang people were
very advanced bronze metal workers,
7 r"’f T L TR RN e (IR0 SR URTUN S A N LI CHUTR VA R STV

T ) (; ST T E o DL s R SO ke

H’J G 7E EREY 2 LT 1600 4F 452 0T 1066 1z il g i) A4 21k
ey B R
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r@ Dialogue 2%2

(A=
A

B:

Mr. Jefferson 8 #5584, B=Miss Li Z/v18)

1’ ve known something about Shang dynasty. Then who comes next after it
FOLLEHUE | - 2o XA L B2 b T UL g

The Western Zhou dynasty gained power over the Shang in a section of the
Yellow River Valley and kept peace and stability for hundreds of years.

VG T e B TR I A AR A L X ST AR TR SRR, FEESE BT RS IR ECA
G0

: There is the Eastern Zhou in your history, isn’t there?

AT e A A AL A

: Yeah. In 770 B. C. , the Zhou were defeated by an army of barbarians from the

west of China. They moved cast and became the Eastern Zhou.

HEAY AN OUHE 770 A R K FIPY SE0Y - AT, P AR I 48]

: How long did the Eastern Zhou last®

R s T 2R

: The period of the Eastern Zhou lasted until about 221 B. C. It"s often known as

the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Period. That was the time when
Taoism grew as a belief. It was the time of Confucius. And, it was also the time
in history when Chinese Legalism grew. The Legalists created a set of laws to
help govern a very divided China.

KR EAFEE S AT 220 8 A A7 JX D I R R A AR BRI
HHA - R AR R R R L, W RAL SRR L e b bR
HATE K ARG . R RIS 1 - HOR I G oy R [

: Then what happened in 221 B. C. 7

W A28 ST 221 4% 1A 2

. In 221 B. C. , the Qin Dynasty was established. China was unified as onc. Under

the Qin rulers. the Great Wall was built, and the country began to adopt an
uniform system of writing, money and measurement.

SSSERE 220 4. BTy i A - AAEE L IO K1
A T PUG ST PHE - ST VT B Wl
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{@Dialogue 3}

(A=Mr. Smith £ 2% 4%, B=Miss LiZE/hHE]

A

B:

Could you tell me something about the Han Dynasty”

PRAE S URTE SR DAY B

No problem. The Han dynasty lasted from about 202 B.C. to 220 A.D. This

dynasty was very important in Chinese history. They perfected an administrative

system that was continued by every other dynasty in the history of our country.

The Han became the largest and most important ethnic group m China.

Wil LM S U 202 A REEY 23 )0 220 4 L(i UL G R i
S LT BB R Bl A A A U T e

NSNS

. I’ ve heard a lot about the Tang dynasty. Why were they so important in Chinese

history?
T AR & 6 FREEAYEN X U T 2 i bl A 1T

. | think the Tang were as important as the Han. The Tang extended China’s

boundaries north to Siberia and to Korea in the east. One of the best-known
rulers of the dynasty was the Empress Wu. She has a reputation for being
brilliant. but not a very nice person. The Tangs lost power because ot a civil war
that destroyed the dynasty.

ik N BRI - R L D G g ) LA R IIEIEANDE
sEfEIEEE B R EAGn & A Al LR
(L MFR . W PR MOnTR 5 R

@Dialogue 4:}

{A=Mr. Green &L %, B=Ms. Wu 24t)

\A [ think some of Chinese people still can remember the Qing dynasty.

B E A — B0 P [ AT b

. Yes. The Qing dynasty lasted until 1911. so very elderly people might recall its

Jast days. This period saw the gradual decline of dynastic China. There were &

number of rebellions . including the famous Boxer Rebellion. The Opium Wars

also happened in this period.

11
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BN EAEEEEL 191D L LA R A0 AT RE S R Y
G R HME Toh R4 EEINE S eiE . SRR T 2k L, HY
RARORTE R S A i G DO & L\ &G SR AT £

A: China has undertaken great difficulties in this period. A lot of foreign countries}
forced their way into China.
eh e £ X B W 2 Dy T BRI A A, 1T B AN E R I AR I

B: Yes. Hong Kong was leased to Britain at that time. Since 1911 many things haveg
changed here in China. |
Hey A R AR B AL e Y

B 1A

r1wn%ux,WNWW%$ﬁj

Additional words & phrases gz

the Spring and Autumn Period & #k ihf 1 the Southern Song Dynasty i A
the Warring States Period & E | #1 the Sui Dynasty w51
the Three Kingdoms 14 peasant uprising o B X
the Westem Jin Dynasty e the Revolution of 1911 R ¥ X
the Eastern Jin Dynasty fi the May 4th Movement i P iz 8
the Northern and Southern Dynasties the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms

1% AL HL+HE
the Northern Song Dynasty BN



