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Hundred Outstanding Architects

A series of 'X Volumes of Architecture’ of which each volume is dedicated to one building type, such
as Dream Houses, Housing, Educational Facilities, Libraries, Athletic Facilities, Gateways, Commercial
Buildings, Hotels, Museums and Theatres. A comprehensive selection of projects are chosen
represented by well over 100 most distinguished architectural firms worldwide reflecting the
pluralism of architecture.
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Preface

Libraries and archives are where books are stored, not only that,
their role of significant importance is elevated once they become
national libraries carrying international status. The libraries are then
treated like a symbol, which is made easier due to the monofunction
of this building type, resulting generally as freestanding objects.
Primarily these types of libraries tend to have a monumental nature
such as the Bibliotheque Nationale de France and the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina where formal geometry applies.

To the other extent, there are less serious examples that provide
quite a different aspect of the images libraries portrait. The Library of
the Future by Mecanoo, Peckham Library by Alsop Architects and
Robertson Branch Library by Steven Ehrlich are good illustrations of
these cases.

There is always this question of whether the book stacks should be
placed among the workplaces of the readers and scholars or away
from them. Given the library is a place for learning and acquiring
knowledge in a silent environment, perhaps a segregation of the two
functions is more sensible with the sacrifice of convenience.

Another important element is how lighting is controlled with the use
of both artificial and natural light. No direct sunlight should be exposed
to the thousands of books displayed and yet there should be adequate
natural lighting for the readers and scholars. Diffused lighting is
preferred and employed with the aid of skylights.

With the age of technology, libraries all over the world can access
information and reading materials through internet. Books could
eventually be treated as manuscripts to be treasured and stored.
Libraries could eventually become archives and monuments of the
past turning into galleries of displayed manuscripts.

Bernard Chan
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Allies and Morrison Architects

Site Plan

London,
England
Completion Date: 1997

Information
Technology Library

The brief for the new building was for it to be a showcase for the activity of the Goldsmith's
College, University of London, and a highly visible entrance to both the existing library and
the campus as a whole. This has provoked a simple assertive building, which offers the
college a strong external presence, while physically linking the various college buildings,
which previously contributed to a fragmented street edge.Reflecting an evolution in the
way libraries are presently progressing, the new building extends and compliments the
existing paper based library, providing information technology and language resource
facilities for the college generally.

The highly glazed north-east elevation facing onto the main thoroughfare allows natural
light into the open study areas. As a deliberate symbol of the new identity of the college, the
computer based activity within these open spaces is highly visible from the street. This
however imposes its own demands as high levels of natural light can cause glare problems
for those using computer terminals. Perforated aluminium vertical fins are offered up to the
outside of the glazing to the upper two floors dominating the Lewisham Way elevation.
These are not there for direct solar shading, but rather they appropriately filter oblique
views and natural light, resolving the problem of glare. They allow appropriately filtered
light deep into the open study areas, maintain outward views, and contribute to the structural
stability of the glazing. As natural lighting levels fall, supplementary artificial lighting is
progressively introduced via electronic sensors.
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