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FOREWORD

English, one of the most widely languages in the world communities,
is unanimously considered as an effective tool with which to conduct vari-
ous kinds of social activities — exchange ideas among the people of dif-
ferent ethnic groups, with different cultural background, maintain the
hamonious relations with people of different interests, persuade people to
accept one’ s own point of view, to name just a few.

With the advent of telecommunications, especially thanks to the
wide applications of the computers, people have far more access to the
latest information from all quarters of the world and it is no longer taken
as the difficult thing to keep oneself abreast of the times with the help of
the moderm technology. Whatever forms the communication may take
place, il seems inevitable that nothing can take the place of the communi-
cation between people through verbal means.

From the communication point of view, we will not deem it rather
difficult to express ourselves in somewhat simple English. Through some
basic training, we may learn how to ask for help, how to solicit some use-
ful information, how to make complaints.

However, when it comes to speaking appropriately, things may not
turn out to be so easy as people may imagine. To enable leamers to com-
municate appropriately, they will have to take into full account various
factors, for example they will have to consider the factors like “age, sex,
social status, the purpose of the communication and the setting in which
the conversation is held” . It is from this that fluent and accurate or belter
says appropriate communication seems, as it were, to be a rather compre-
hensive and somewhat difficult goal for learners to attain.

The difficulties of the successful communication also lie in the differ-
ent undersanding of the cultural norms. Learners of English, owing to the
lack of the awareness of the “target culture”, more often than not, take
the things conceming the different culture for granted, which is again
considered to be one of the main hindrances of the successful communica-

tions.



This book aims to provide leamers of English with some valuable
ideas on how to improve their spoken English. While writing this book,
the authors have been making praiseworthy efforts in gearing the merits of
the books with the concrete problems that learners of English may encoun-
ter in their daily learning activities.

It has to be stressed that the authors of this book are all the young
teachers of the School of Foreign Languages of East China University of
Science and Technology, who have been enthusiastically devoting them-
selves to the teaching of English, the teaching of Minor Major of English
in particular. Despite their tight schedule of the teaching work, they have
been making persevering efforts and spending almost all of their own spare
time writing this book , hoping that it be of much to the further expansion
of the Minor Major of English program in East China University of Science
and Technology .

We sincerely hope that the present will be of some help to our learn-
ers and we would be much grateful to the users of the book if they could
be so generous as to let the authors know their suggestions or even criti-
cisms, which we believe will be extremely valuable in the revision of the

book in future.

Zhu Shichang (k4 &)
February 2,2001



Directions on How to Use This Book

Part One: Idiomatic English including Shoots and Idioms

For this part, it is necessary for the teachers to explain the impor-
tance of using them in their daily conversation. There are a lot of ways to
help the students be familiar with these idiomatic usages. The following
are the alternative that teachers may choose as references:

1. Write down the idioms on the blackhoard. Assign them to differ-
ent pairs. let each pair guess what each idiom means. According to
agreed definition through discussions, each pair is required to use it to
make a short dialogue. After several minutes, each pair presents their di-
alogue. Then the teacher may ask another student to explain what is
meant hy the idiom in this dialogue. Later the teacher can make a brief
comment on the dialogue. If what the students guess is right, repeat it
clearly. But if what their answer is wrong, give them the correct mean-
ing. Only in this way will the teachers be able to produce a deeper im-
pression on the students concerning the idioms under discussion.

2. If it is possible, try to tell the students the stories behind some
idioms. You will see that the students are keenly interested in the related
stories. The students are encouraged to try these idioms on their friends
and then to retell the stories about these idioms to their friends out of class
time . During this course, it is expected that the abilities of listening com-
prehension and spoken English should be noticeably improved.

3. Teachers are advised to read aloud to the students the sentences
with idioms and encourage them to explain in English what a certain idiom
may mean in a certain sentence . If necessary, these sentences can be re-
peated or read with special emphasis on certain key words. Any success
in attempting this kind of task among the students will give them a sense
of accomplishment, which will in tum surely motivate the students to
strive for better performance in the days to come.

4. Teachers can sometimes just ask the students to read this part by

themselves as a kind of assignment. Teachers are also advised to split the
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students into pairs to practice during the class. Each pair is required to
make up a dialogue by using at least five of these idioms. There is no re-
striction to the theme of their dialogues as long as the dialogue is both in-
teresting and imaginative. When the next class starts, several pairs are
invited to present their dialogues to the class. How surprised you will be
when you find that your students are so imaginative in their ideas and cre-
ative in their ways of using the source language for practice and enthusias-

tic for {urther improvement.

Part Two: Stories for Reproduction

There are several ways for teachers to choose in dealing with this
part. For example, they can ask students to answer questions related to
the story, use their imagination to conlinue the story, point out and dis-
cuss on the humor underlying in the story, or suggest several possible
endings of the story. Students can learn how to make the story explicit.

Part Three: Language Functions

Teachers should make every effort to make sure that Fnglish used in
specific situations should be most appropriate and effective. So, when
trying to explore the possible best way to express themselves as the situ-
ation varies, teachers will have to keep in mind several things:

B What are teachers trying to do with the English used? In other words,
is the language used to accomplish such functions as “ describing
something, persuading someone to do something, giving someone’ s
personal opinions on a certain lopic? These are called language func-
tions .

B What is the imagined relationship among the participants in the given
situation? Are they playing a role like “friends, strangers, employees
and employer, customer and shop assistants, doctor and patients, par-
ents and children, policemen and eriminal, to name just a few?”

B Where is the conversation held? Is it “on board the plane, at a party,
at a meeting, at church, in the streets or in the park?”

B What is the conversation mainly about? Does it cover the things like
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“business dealing, a sightseeing trip to a foreign country or any fasci-
nating sports game that was televised live before?”

The units in this book will explicate and exemplify how major lan-
guage functions are to be assumed by fully considering such factors as
“participants, setting and topics”. Through this kind of linguistic expo-
sure students are encouraged to practice what they have already grasped
and learn what may be still new to them.

Practice

In each unit are arranged several sections for general practice, all of
which are to be controlled by the teachers so as to enable students to have
a chance 1o ask for help and advice if needs be. For some other sections
for practice, it is suggested that students be organized into pairs or small
groups to carry out practice on their own. [t is essential that students are
required to use new expressions that they have just learnt in the unit.

Part Four: Activities and Games

The section of “Activities and Games™ is intended to provide the stu-
dents with a kind of pleasant atmosphere that students may find them-
selves in. Besides, teachers should also consider very carefully such
things as “their roles, and ways of organizing discussions, choice of the
strategies to ensure the success of the activities and finally the decision on
the chosen activities in class.

Atmosphere

Many activities and games in this book are focusing on the individual
student, which means that a student is asked to tell each other his/her
emotional feelings. It would be quite naive for the teachers to imagine that
students may find it an easy thing to talk about themselves. In addition to
the desire for practice and the ability to communicate with others, the at-
mosphere in the group will be considered as another essential factor for the
smooth communication. Imagine how student is brave enough to speak

freely if the group atmosphere is not so favorable and the speaker himself/
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herself is afraid of being laughed at for any possible mistakes. Therefore,
it seems that the most important merit for this section is that it will provide
the students with a quite relaxed, encouraging and friendly atmosphere in
the group. Only then can the aims of these activities be achieved: sense
of cooperation and the deepening of the mutual understanding being en-
hanced.

Teachers should bear this point in their minds that it will usually
take some time for such a pleasant atmosphere to be formed in a class,
especially for a new one where students know little about each other and
teachers are still unfamiliar to the students. If such a case emerges.,
teachers should be careful enough not 1o introduce any topics which will
intrude into personal privacy. However, the teachers mav employ some
lively games instead. All in all, the selection of the suitable activities will
rest upon the teachers themselves and we may have every assurance that
teachers’ praiseworthy efforts will help ease the students’ nervousness

and encourage them to practice the target material with ease.

Teachers’ Role

In a class which is communication-oriented, it is imperative that
teachers be well aware of the roles that they may play. When the activities
are in {ull swing, the teachers may assume various functions: participants
in some cases if there are not enough students to be grouped into pairs,
manipulators, who will be monitoring the activities, coordinators, who
will make some adjustment to the activities to achieve the maximum suc-
cess; information providers, who will be of some help if students come
across some difficulties. It should be also born in mind that in order to
encourage students to talk as much as they can, teachers should not be
too meticulous about the accuracy of the language students use because too
much correct will in one way or another discourage students’ enthusiasm.
In fact, during this stage it is important that teachers should be quite tol-
erant towards the language students may produce.



After the activities

It is equally important for the teachers to solicit any kind of feedback
once the activities are finished. It is also advisable for the teachers to
make a note of any problems arising in the course of practice or write
down the comments from the part of students, all of which will be be-
lieved to be conducive to the further improvement of the activities as well
as the materials themselves if any revision is needed in future.

Part Five: Phonetic Drill

The aim of this section is to provide a wide range of phonetic exer-
cises for students to acquire a better English pronunciation. The exercises
are divided into two parts: Sounds and Intonation. Teachers can ask stu-
dents to try practicing them many times after class. In some units, stu-
dents are provided with some tongue twists so that they can enjoy some fun
by practicing them. For the later units, students are given some excerpted
parts taken from the famous works to appreciate. While reading them,
students are required to pay special attention to the listed phrases listed as

well as to understand their meanings in the context.

Part Six: Common Mistakes

Being taken as a supplementary section, it is very important that the
teachers require their students to read this part by themselves because
these mistakes, mistakes arising from the misunderstanding of the Western

culture in particular, are frequently made by students themselves.
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Unit One Talking about Yourself and
Starting a Conversation

Part one: Idiomatic English

A. Shoots
1. Absolutely! #4351 1 7] 1 !
Absolutely not! HaXFAAT!
2. Afraid not. AT,
Afraid so. R RIXFE
3. After you. R5EH o
Allow me. H IR ARG -
4. Ladies first. sk
Age before beauty. E YN R
5. Will that be all? BLIX LN 7
Anything else? EEFA7
6. After while, crocodile. — LI,
7. Not again! Ao X KR!
8. Act your age. MNBREZE <.
9. All very well, but. . RERRES HRE---
10. All the best to. HHREME---- [B]%F

B. Idioms ( Animals I)

J—

. A little bird told me you will get married next week .
. 1 had butterflies in my stomach for an hour or so before 1 was about
to make my speech.
3. The workman stamped around the garden like a bull in a china shop .
4. Their engagement was to be a secret, but the ring on her finger let the
cat out of the bag .
5. We had to stay indoors all day long as it had been raining cats and

N

1



dogs all day long.

6. The soldiers proved themselves chicken-hearted and dare not make a
single move upon seeing the enemy approaching towards them.

7. If you don’ t know how to skate, why don’t you give your skates to
me? Don't be a dog in the manger .

8. We should let sleeping dogs lie and not tell him that we had dis-
obeyed him.

9. He has such a high opinion of hlmself that criticism flows off him like
water off a duck s back .

10. That loud music frequently coming from the next door to ours really

bugs me .
Notes

."I have been told, I have heard.
. have a feeling of nervousness

. in a very clumsy, rough way

. give away a secret

. 1ain very hard

. cowardly

~N OV B W -

. a person who selfishly keeps what is useless to himself in order to pre-
vent somebody else from enjoying it
8. do not disturb someone or something which may give trouble, not look
for trouble
9. without having any effect, without leaving any mark
10. make somebody annoyed imitated

Part Two: Story for Reproduction

Passage 1

A very strict officer was talking to some new soldiers whom he had to
train. He had never seen them before, so he began: “My name is Stone,
and I’ m even harder than stones, so do what I tell you or there’ 11 be
trouble. Don’t try any tricks with me, and then we’ 1l get on well togeth-

”

er.
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Then he went to each soldier one after the other and asked him his
name. “Speak loudly so that everyone can hear you clearly,” he said,
“and don’t forget to call me © sir’.”

Fach soldier told him his name, until he came to the last one. This
man remained silent, and so Captain Stone shouted at him, “ When I ask
you a question, answer it! 1”1l ask you again: what’ s your name, sol-
dier?” The soldier was very unhappy, but at last he replied. “My name’s
Stonebreaker, sir,” he said nervously.

Answer These Questions

. What was Captain Stone like?

. What did he say to the new soldiers at the beginning of this story?
. What happened then?

What did he tell the young soldiers to do then?

What answer did the last soldier give?

What did Captain Stone shout about then?

What was the soldier’s answer this time?

ol Bl R S

Was the captain happy? Why?



9. If you were the soldier, how would you answer the question by the
Captain?
10. Please begin the reproduction with sentences like:
I am a new soldier. . .
I am a captain. ..

Passage 2

You are giving them to me for Christmas

One evening, we were watching television when our doorbell rang. 1
went to the door as my wife was interested in the program. Our next-door
neighbor was there, holding a parcel.

“This is for you,” he said. “The postman left it with us this
afternoon because you were both out.”

“Yes, my wife and I went to the cinema,” I explained. “Thank you
very much.”

I took the parcel into the sitting-room and sat down next to my wife
again. :

I pulled off the brown wrapping paper and found half a dozen books
inside the parcel.

There was also a bill for $ 25 addressed to me.

“But I haven’t ordered any books!” I exclaimed in surprise.

“No, darling,” said my wife. “I ordered them. You are giving them
to me for Christmas.”

Obviously you have read a humorous story . Then what is it that is
especially humorous 7 Is it the conversation between the husband and
wife 7 Or is it the strange way of getting a Christmas gifi 7 Think it over
and talk it over with your partner .



Part Three: Talking about Yourself and Starting a Conver-
sation

A. Language Functions

Talking about Yourself

Find a partner for yourself and start to introduce yourself first and
then find out as much as you can about each other. When everyone has
finished this activity, tell the whole class the most interesting thing(s)
you have found out about your partner. Suggested ideas:

FAMILY Brothers and sisters. Parents. Childhood-happy? Where
does he or she live? Home-hometown.

FRIENDS Many or just a few? What do they usually talk about and
what do they usually do together? Is it easy to make new
friends?

EDUCATION  Different schools, colleges or universities. Favorite sub-
jects at school and why. Diplomas, degrees and paper
qualifications. Future plans.

EMPLOYMENT Present job. What exactly does she or he have to do?
Merits and demerits for their decisions. Previous jobs-
detailed descriptions. Future plans.

LEISURE TIME Hobbies. Sports. TV, radio, cinema. What does he or
she do at weekends and in the evenings? What materials
does he or she like to read?

TRAVEL Countries visited. Parts of one’s own country that he or
she knows.

Languages or dialects to be spoken. Favorite holiday.
Future plans.

Notice: The presentation section in this book will usually give you
some new expressions to leam. But at present, we’d like you to concen-
trate on using the English you know already. Try to ask as many short
questions as you can so as to obtain the maximum amount of information
from your pariner. Try to say ‘No’ in an appropriate manner if you are
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not so sure as to what to say or how to continue. Don’t hesitate to turn to
the teacher for help or guidance.
Starting a Conversation
It is often difficult to start a conversation with a stranger, especially
when he speaks another language unless, that is, you have a few opening
gambits up your sleeve!
Here are some useful ways of initiating a conversation with a strang-
er:
What a nice day, isn’tit?
Dreadful weather, don’ t you think ?
Excuse me , is anybody sitting here ?
Excuse me, haven’ t we met somewhere before ?
Sorry, I couldn’ t help overhearing-did you mention something
about . ..7
Excuse me , have you got a light by any chance ?
Excuse me , could you tell me the time/ have you got time 7
Excuse me , I was wondering if you could help me, I’ m trying to
Sind my way to . ..
Question for further thought:
@ Decide when these opening gambits would be appropriate .
@ How will you continue talking to your addressee once the conversation
is started?
@ Imagine the situations where you might use each opening gambit.

B. Sample Dialogue

A: Great crowd, isn’t it?

B: It certainly is. I never thought there would be so many students.

A: Same here. By the way, my name’s Ted Harrison.

B: Glad to meet you, Mr. Harrison. I’m William Holland .

A: I beg your pardon. I didn’t catch your first name, Mr. Hol-
land.

B: William, but please call me Bill.

A: You must be the new teacher from America.



