WONDERFUL WRITINGS IN ENGLISH
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Unit 1 The Secret Garden
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1. Reading Comprehension

]
Passage One

When Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite | ) Mary £ 8
Manor' to live with her uncle everybody said she was | B2 405 &
the most disagreeable-looking child ever seen. It was | &%«
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true, too. She had a little thin face and a little thm bo-dy,
thin light hair and a sour expression. Her hair was
yellow, and her face was yellow because she had been
born in India and had always been ill in one way or
another. Her father had held a position under the Eng-
lish Government and had always been busy and ill

himself, and her mother had been a great beauty who

cared only to go to parties and amuse herself with gay
people. She had not wanted a little girl at all, and
when Mary was born she handed her over to the care
of an Avah ,who was made to understand that if she
wished to please the Mem Sahib ' she must keep the

was a sickly, fretful ', ugly little baby she was kept
out of the way, and when she became a sickly, fret-
ful, toddling thing she was kept out of the way al-
s0. She never remembered seeing familiarly anything
but the dark faces of her Ayah and the other native
servants, and as they always obeyed her and gave her
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child out of sight as much as possible. So when she

her own way in everything, because the Mem Sahibl

would be angry if she was disturbed by her crying, by

the time she was six years old she was as tyrannical”

and selfish a little pig as ever lived. The young English |

governess  who came to teach her to read and write
disliked her so much that she gave up her place in
three months, and when other goveresses came to try

to fill it they always went away in a shorter time than

|

the first one. So if Mary had not chosen to really want

to know how to read books she would never have
learned her letters at all.
One frightfully hot morning, when she was about
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nine years old, she awakened feeling very cross,and| ORAFH.B
she became crosser still when she saw that the servant .
who stood by her bedside was not her Ayah.

“Why did you come?” she said to the strange woman
“I will not let you stay. Send my Ayah to me.”

The woman looked frightened, but she only stam- |
merect that the Ayah could not come and when Mary |
threw herself into a passion and beat and kicked her, {2:;15%13 £ e
she looked only more frightened and repeated that it e
was not possible for the Ayah to come to Missie

@EMary.

'
.

1. The young English governness cannot stand Mary so that she leaves
Mary’s home in three months.

2. Mary's parents love her so much that they spoil her.

3. Mary is not a healthy and happy girl.

4. Mary had been living in India.

5. Mary can neither read nor write.

Passage Two
Colin turned his head. frowning'. @R T %
“Am I queer?” he demanded. EFE £ J-E N

“Yes,” answered Mary, “very. But you needn’t be
cross,” she added impartially’, “because so am I queer— | (), M, F
and so is Ben Weatherstaff . 1 am not as queer as 1| M.
was before I began to like people and before I found | @Colin#ay®
the garden.” - BT,

“I don’t want to be queer,” said Colin. “I am not| & i~
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it I The Secret Garden

going to be,” and he frowned again with determina-
tion.
He was a very proud boy. He lay thinking for a

while and then Mary saw his beautiful smile begin and |

gradually change his whele face.

“I shall stop being wucer |7 he said, “if T go
every day to the garden. There is Magic in there—
good Magic, you know, Mary. [ am sure there is.”

“So am I,” said Mary.

“

“Even if it isn't real Magic,” Colin said, “we
can pretend it is. Something is there—something!”

“Its Magic,” said Mary, “but not black Its as white as
snow.

They always called it Magic and indeed it seemed
like it in the months that followed—the wonderful
months—the radiant months—the amazing ones. Oh!
the things which happened in that garden! If you
have never had a garden you cannot understand, and
if you have had a garden you will know that it would
take a whole book to describe all that came to pass
there. At first it seemed that green things would never
cease pushing their way through the earth, in the
grass, in the beds, even in the crevices ~ of the

walls, Then the green things began to show buds and

the buds began to unfurl and show color, every |,
shade of blue, every shade of purple, every tint and |

hue of crimson . In its happy days flowers had been
tucked away into every inch and hole and corner. Ben
Weatherstaff had seen it done and had himself
scraped out mortar from between the bricks of the
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wall and made pockets of earth for lovely clinging L;E;:?;?m
BEEAESTE.

things to grow on. Iris and white lilies' rose out of | @) s fahea.

the grass in sheaves®, and the green alcoves™ filled g?ﬂ;‘gfm

themselves with amazing armies of the blue and white | ¥

flower lances of tall delphiniums or columbines or %}ng:mum:
columbine; ¥
3, campan-
?f ula: F$EE,
1. Before Mary found the garden,she was .
A. friendly B. potite C. strange
2. Colin’s attitude toward the garden is .
A. pessimistic B. positive C. doubtful
3. Mary had a opinion of Colin's temper.
A. mistrustful B. fair C. favorable

4. Which of the following is NOT true according to this passage?
A. Ben Weatherstaff is not as strange as Mary.
B. Mary, Colin and Weatherstaff love the garden very much.
C. Good Magic in the garden changes both Mary and Colin.
5. The reason why Mary and Colin were fond of the garden is
that .
A. the garden is full of beautiful flowers
B. they may play with Ben Weatherstaff
C. the garden makes them agreeable and friendly with people
el
Passage Thre
In each century since the beginning of the world |
wonderful things have been discovered. In the last century
more amazing things were found out than in any century
before. In this new century hundreds of things still more
asteunding® will be brought to light. At first people | &4 Amiuay.
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refuse to believe that a strange new thing can be done,
then they begin to hope it can be done, then they see
it can be done—then it is done and all the world won-
ders why it was not done centuries ago. One of the new
things people began to find out in the last century was
that thoughts—ijust mere thoughts—are as powerful as
electric batteries—as good for one as sunlight is, or as
bad for one as poison. To let a sad thought or a bad
one get into your mind is as dangerous as letting a
scarlet fever germ' get into your body. If you let it
stay there after it has got in you may never get over it
as long as you live.

So long as Mistress Mary's mind was full of dis-
agreeable thoughts about her dislikes and sour opinions
ofpwpleandhcrdewmﬁnaﬁonnottobepléasedby
or interested in anmything, she was a yellow-faced,
sickly, bored and wretched child Circumstances”
however, were very kind to her, though seh was not
at all aware of it. They began to push here about for
her own good. When her mind gradually filled itself
with robins® and moorland® mcottages crowded with

children,with queer crabbed® old gardeners and com-

mon little Yorkshire housemaids, with springtime and
with secret gardens coming alive day by day, and also with
a moor boy" and his “creaures,” there was no room left
for the disagreeable thoughts which afiected her liver and her
digestion and made her yellow and tired.

So long as Colin shut himself up in his room and
thought only of his fears and weakness and his detes-.
tation™ of people who looked at him and reflected
hourly on humps® and early death, he was a hys-
terical? half-crazy litle hypochondriac® who knew

DR o1 th 9% 18
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nothing of the sunshine and the spring and also did not
know that he could get well and could stand upon his |
feet if he tried to do it. When new beautiful thoughts
began to push out the old hideous' ones, life began| o | ynw
to come back to him, his blood ran healthily through| &, 2usm, &
his veins and strength poured into him like a flood. His| fi#9.
scientific experiment was quite practical and simple and.
there was nothing weird® gbout it at all. Much more DB
surprising things can happen to any one who, when a| sy, miEsy.
disagreeable or discouraged thought comes into his| # %9,
mind, just has the sense to remember in time and push
it out by putting in an agreeable determinedly coura
geous one. Two things cannot be in one place.

Answer the gquestions in your own werds. 0O

1. Why is Mary an agreeable and friendly girl?

2. How is Colin changed?

3. What role does “the garden”play in Mary and Colin's growth and
change?

ﬁ . Supplementary Reading

Pre-reading questions: What did Mary find out follow-
ing the sound that she was curious about?

She had been lying awake turming from side to
side for about an hour, when suddenly something Oty .
made her sit up in bed and turn her head toward the
door listening. She listened and she listened.

“It isn't the wind now,” she said in a loud whisper.
'“Ihallsntthemnd.lnsdlffm:nt.hlsﬂmaymgl
heard before.” . : e

8



Uit 1 The Secret Garden

The door of her room was ajar and the sound
came down the corridor, a far-off faint sound of fretful
crying. She listened for a few minutes and each minute
she became more and more sure. She felt as if she
must find out what it was. It seemed even stranger
than the secret garden and the buried key. Perhaps the
fact that she was in a rebellious mood made her bold.
She put her foot out of bed and stood on the floor.

“I am going to find out what it is,” she said. “Ev-
erybody is in bed and I don't care about Mrs Medlock "
—I don't care!”

There was a candle by her bedside and she took it

up and went softly out of the room. The corridor |

looked very long and dark, but she was too excited to
mind that. She thought she remembered the commers she
must turn to find the short corridor with the door covered
with tapestry '—the one Mrs Medlock had come
through the day she lost herself. The sound had come
up that passage. So she went on with her dim light,
almost feeling her way, her heart beating so loud that
she fancied she could hear it. The far-off faint crying
went on and led her. Sometimes it stopped for a mo-
ment or so and then began again. Was this the right
corner to turn? She stopped and thought. Yes it was.
Down this passage and then to the left, and then up
two broad steps, and then to the right again. Yes,
there was the tapestry door.

She pushed it open very gently and closed it be-
hind her, and she stood in the comridor and could hear

DB
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the crying quite plainly, though it was not loud. It was
on the other side of the wall at her left and a few
yards farther on there was a door. She could see a
glimmer of light coming from beneath it. The Some-

one ' was crying in that room,and it was guite a

young Someone.

So she walked to the door and pushed it open,
and there she was standing in the room!

It was a big room with ancient, handsome furni-
ture in it. There was a low fire glowing faintly on the
hearth and a night light bumning by the side of a
carved four-posted bed hung with brocade”,and on the
bed was lying a boy, crying fretfully.

Mary wondered if she was in a real place or if |

she had fallen asleep again and was dreaming without
knowing it.

The boy had a sharp, delicate face the color of
ivory and he seemed to have eyes too big for it. He
had also a lot of hair which tumbled over his forehead
in heavy locks and made his thin face seem smaller.
He looked like a boy who had been ill, but he was
crying more as if he were tired and cross’ than as if
he were in pain.

Mary stood near the door with her candle in her
hand, holding her breath. Then she crept across the
room, and, as she drew nearer, the light attracted the
boy's attention and he turned his head on his pillow
and stared at her, his gray eyes opening so wide that
they seemed immense'.

“Who are you?” he said at last in a half-fright-
ened whisper. “Are you a ghost?” '
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