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Abstract

Guo Song—tao, a famous political thinker of late Qing Dy-
nasty, was an important member of the founders of the Xiang
Jun Jituan (the local recruited military forces group of Hunan
Province in the Late Qing Dynasty),and the first Chinese minis-
ter in England. With the development of global integration of e-
conomy and trade and of the homogeneous tendency of culture,
his thought has been paid attention and been researched increas-
ingly by scholars at home and abroad.

Guo Song —tao maintained that the West people were civi-
lized and educated as Chinese; the West civilization and culture
were not inferior, some of them even superior, to Chinese’s;
Westerners came to China mainly for the interests of trade; Chi-
na should treat them equally in economic and cultural communi-
cations; China should act according to ways of diplomacy; only
effective “means of prosperity and power” could turn round
China’s inferior status in wars and diplomacy; in Contacting
western countries, Chinese should “know both them and our-
selves”, and tried to understand their situation, their theory and
their laws. All of these ideas have ideal elements and the trend of
stronger realism.

Guo Song —tao’s ideas about the culture and civilization of

China and the West aroused stronger repercussion in society at



that time. Some of them were brought into ideology of existing
social structure and superstructure and then formulated policies.
This was closely linked to his special position in the Xiang Jun Ji-
tuan. His career in the Xiang Jun was the foundation of his life—
long cause and also was the bearer of his thought. Losing con-
tact with the thought and political background of the Xiang Jun,
the research about Guo Song—tao would easily be one —sided.

In a sense, Guo Song—tao’s thought exceeded the limit of
the class he belongs to. The source of his thought was Wang
Chuan —shan’s philosophical thought that was believed by him
all his life. Wang Chuan—shan’s philosophical thought was dif-
ferent form that of Cheng and Zhu of Song and Ming Dynasty. It
also formed theoretical base of Guo Song—tao’s utilitarian social
consciousness. Without paying attention to the source of his
thought, research about Guo Song —tac will easily become su-
perficial.

From cultural perspective, this dissertation try to offer a
overall and deep studies about Guo Song —tao in relation to his
thought, the source of his thought, culture bearer and his impor-
tant position in opening a new era for history of Chinese— West-

ern cultural communications.

Key words: Guo Song —tao; Xiang Jun Jituan; Chinese — West-

ern cultural communication; New cultural era.
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