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Hundred Outstanding Architects

A series of 'X Volumes of Architecture’ of which each volume is dedicated to one building type, such
as Dream Houses, Housing, Educational Facilities, Libraries, Athletic Facilities, Gateways, Commercial
Buildings, Hotels, Museums and Theatres. A comprehensive selection of projects are chosen
represented by well over 100 most distinguished architectural firms worldwide reflecting the
pluralism of architecture.
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Preface

Theatres were found in many ancient cultures. In the 3rd century,
Epidaurus amphitheatre in the Peloponnese of Greek is perhaps one
of the best examples of the most acoustically perfect amphitheatres
in all of Greece. Itis known that a pin drops on centre stage could be
heard from the top seats.

Designing modern auditoriums is probably the most challenging and
demanding building type, simply governs by the confined enclosed
space making them inwardly looking buildings together with the
endeavour to achieve the perfect acoustical effect. Although
rectangular shoebox shape auditoriums may be perfect acoustically
but they do not generally appeal to the architects. The designers are
left with the problem in seeking a solution to achieve a technically
and aesthetically sound building.

By nature the auditoriums have an inner shell overlaid with an outer
skin that could be totally divorced from each other. The exterior is
expected to create a celebratory role that auditoriums are found to
have the similar significant role as to museums. They are expected

to be outstanding landmark buildings.

For the interior, the architects have to concern with the interaction
between performers and audience. The relationship of the stage
and the arrangement of the audience seating is therefore critical in
creating successfully a rapport and whether proscenium form should
be adopted. The ultimate objective is to create catharsis effect on
the audience. However, one should remember the limitation of the
design in even providing the comfort of the seating, carefully planned
sightlines couple with acoustics effect, they are none more important
than the actual performances.

Bernard Chan
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