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About the Author

Abigaile Swift was only 20 and in debt
when her 21-year-old husband died, leaving
her with a one-year-old daughter and ex-
pecting another child. That other child, bomn
on November 30, 1667 in Dublin, Ireland,
was Jonathan Swift.

While Jonathan was still very young,
Mrs. Swift took her daughter and returned
to England, leaving her son to be raised in
Dublin by relatives who could send him to a
fine school and to Trinity College to study
for the priesthood in the Church of Ireland.

However, after graduation, 21-year-old
Jonathan preferred to take a job in England
as secretary to Sir William Temple,a writer
and diplomat. At Temple’s estate, Jonathan
read extensively in the vast library. He met

writers, scholars, and wealthy politicians of
I



the day. And he began developing the talent
he would one day be famous for—writing
satire, witty articles that ridiculed famous
people, foolish ideas,and absurd customs.

In London, Swift made friends with
other satirists of the day and together, they
formed the Martinus Scriblerus Club. One
project was the joint writing of a satire ridi-
culing the arts, sciences, and politics of mo-
dern men. Each club member was given a
subject to write his satire on. Swift’s was
travel books about faraway lands, for these
had become very popular and fashionable in
London society.

Working on this project inspired Swift,
and it wasn’t very long afterwards that the
book’s hero, Martin Scriblerus, turned into
Lemuel Gulliver and the faraway lands be-
came Lilliput and Brobdingnag. When Gul-
liver’ s Travels was published in 1726, the
book was such an immediate success that its

first printing sold out in a week! It is con-
I



sidered a masterpiece of satire today, over
260 years later,and is still read by adults for
its irony and wit, and by children because
it’s such a delightfully funny adventure
tale.

Jonathan Swift died in 1745 at the age
of seventy-eight, but he is still considered
the greatest satirist in the history of English
literature.
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Chapter 1

Shipwrecked !

RS

I’m not an old man writing down my life
story, for I expect that many years and many adven-
tures! lay ahead of? me yet, for I’ m only forty-two
years old. Still®, during those years, I’ ve had many
strange adventures in my travels to far-off* lands of
the world.

Perhaps strange adventures aren’ t what you’d ex-
pect from someone named Doctor Lemuel Guilliver, but
being a doctor in London or anyplace in England or
anyplace on land, for that matter, just didn’ t satisfy
me. Even when I was a medical® student, I made certain

1.[ad'ventfo] n. B2 2.lay ahead of AW @F &
3. [stil] ad. ABiX# 4.['fanf] a. #ik#y
5.['medikl] a. E¥#)



to take courses' in navigation?, for travel to distant’
places in the world always fascinated* me.

After graduating® from medical school at the
age of twenty-four, I signed up® as a ship’s doctor
and spent three and a half years sailing’ around Eu-
rope and throughout® the Mediterranean Sea.

On my return to England, I married and set up
a practice in London. But at the end of two years, I
realized that I couldn’ t make a success of medicine
on land® , and with my wife’s approval I went to sea
again.

For the next six years, I traveled to the East
and West Indies as a ship’s doctor, earning money
to send home to my family and learning many lan-
guages during my time ashore in foreign lands. Be-
cause I have an excellent memory, I learned these
languages very easily—a talent which would prove
to be very useful during the voyages I would make
afterwards.

At the end of those six years, I had grown

1.[kos] n. %2 2. [nzevi'geifn] n. A&
3.['distort] a. #&F# 4.['fasineit] v. ik Hik
5.('greedzueit] v. ik 6.signup EME A

7. [seil] v. HLif 8. [Bru'aut] prep. B8R4, 44

9.onland ARk E

2



“Travel Fascinated Me.”
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tired! of the sea and tried again to practice medicine
on land, this time in a coastal® village, where I could
treat’ sailors. But this practice was no more success-
ful than my earlier one. So, after three years on
land, I accepted an offer* from William Prichard,
captain’ of the Antelope ,to become the ship’s doc-
tor on a voyage to the South Seas.

We set sail from Bristol, England, on May 4,
1699, and after peacefully crossing the South Seas,
we hit a violent® storm off the west coast of Aus-
tralia. Poor food and overwork’ while braving® the
storm caused the death of twelve of our crew and
weakened the rest. So when the wind drove us onto
some rocks and split the ship apart, only six sea-
men, myself included, had enough strength to get a
lifeboat down into the sea and row clear of the ship
and rocks.

Even though we were all exhausted, we kept
rowing until we couldn’ t lift our arms any longer.
After that, we lay back and let the waves carry us

1.get tired of &K% 2. ['koustl] a. &EH&
3.(triz] »v. &F 4.['ofa] n. ##
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A Violent Storm
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