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Ever since coming to college, ICQ and email have become my
primary methods of keeping in contact with, leaving messages for, and
having discussions with my friends. When I meet a person, the first
means for establishing future contact is no longer “What is your phone
number?” but rather “What is your email address?”, which is closely
followed by “Do you have ICQ?” Electronic communication media are
not only convenient, but they are economical and allow instantaneous
contact. If I initiate an ICQ Chat with one of my friends, I can even
save it as a file and replay the conversation with every detail, including
the misspellings and corrections.



Information technology has boomed in the last ten years or so. We
seem to have landed in the middle of a completely networked world
without quite knowing how we got there. Distance no longer inhibits
communication, and we have become a world that is better connected.

Or have we? My freshman year college roommate spent his entire
freshman year ICQ-ing, IM-ing (i.e. Instant Messenger, America
Online's version of ICQ), and surfing the web. Even when we were
sitting in the same room, he always opted to initiate conversation with
me through ICQ rather than simply speaking to me directly. Another
one of my web-friendly friends, Jeff, spent his sophomore year in
college playing an online role-playing computer game almost
continuously. When he was not playing the game, he was in a hurry to
get back to playing it because he felt like “he was missing out as other
people were playing, getting more points, and getting ahead”. Unable
to comprehend his obsession with these virtual friends who were
assuming imaginary roles in imaginary worlds, 1 tried literally to tear
Jeff from his computer. My actions nearly destroyed our friendship.
The Internet, in the form of a game, had entrapped him within a world
which slowly drew him away from the reality around him.

Although few of us become that enthralled with the Internet, we
cannot help but admit that it captures our attention with a scary
tenacity. An hour can pass by seemingly in the blink of an eye as we
respond to email or surf the web. The very technology that expands our
access to the world has helped us also to shrink into isolation. Why
walk outside when you can experience a virtual 3D world in the
comfort of your room with a friend from the electronic chat-room?
Why visit the person two floors down, when you can email her or him?
We have become satisfied with the worlds that our 17" screens present
us. The Internet provides the opportunity for us to meet and to converse
with new acquaintances from a range of backgrounds, experiences, and
locations. But we will never meet these people face to face, even
though we invest hours of our time in these relationships. For a



significant number of Americans, these chat-room interactions are
slowly replacing real-time friendships. Should we be concerned?

——By Anonymous
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A. Word Collection

| ICQ=I Seek You

. obsession with

. be enthralled with

. can not help but do

. capture sb.'s attention

shrink into isolation

. converse with
8. optto do
9. miss out

10. assume a role

1. instantaneous [instan'teinias] adj.  BREIR AN
2. initiate [I'nifieit] v. il) I

3. misspelling {mis'spelin] n. BIRHE

4. boom [bu:m] E YT

5. inhibit [in'hibit] . %] BH 4

6. literally ['litarali] adv. HIEH BELi
7. entrap [in'treep] . 23k B

8. scary ['skearil adj. AR AR
9. tenacity [tineesati] n. R E R
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2. The Internet, in the form of a game, had entrapped him within a
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Everything is numbered at MIT, and that is not an understatement.
The map I used to get around campus before and after my tour was
sprinkled with numbers on each building, many of which were
connected in long, uniform hallways. I now realize that the numbers I
saw on one of the doors in Lobby 7 described the building, floor, and
room number respectively and were similar in buildings all over
campus. During orientation, someone asked me what I intended to
major in, and I replied, “Civil or Chemical Engineering.” He gave me
a strange look as if that was not the response he had expected, so I
returned the question. He said he would major in “Courses 6 and 18,”
and I nodded to hide my confusion.

I had not learned that majors and courses of study at MIT are also
numbered according to their chronological development. I soon learned
that I was deciding between Courses 1 and 10, although the numbers
themselves meant nothing to me. Each class within an area of study is

also numbered according to its progression in the desired major. For




