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Wether in the public or private sector, apartment buildings are a relatively modern
answer to the problem of housing, a topic that is intimately linked to the complex
evolution of the customs and constructive experiences of richer countries.

Since the beginning of the century there has been a heated debate on this topic in
an effort to specify and understand the most appropriate scenario for life and the
new forms of coexis-tence. Among the architectures that have been built since then,
the apartment constitutes the most difficult habitation unit, an enclosure that may
become a bare and sombre capsule, in which a rigid compartmentation often makes
the adapttion to each user's specific necessiies and the personal behaviours of co-
existence very difficult.

One only needs to consider social dwelling to be aware of this reality of architecture,
which so often ignores the life of the residents and becomes lost in the dictates of
form, speculation or law. Creating archiecture for living is a very delicate job to which
market laws do not do justice, forcing architects to work in such a narrow margin of
action that it becomes practically impossible to perform any research. One must to
continue to design dwellings within outdated stndnrds that do not take into account
the changing contemporary social reality.

Thus, the massive concentration of unitsin an apartment building makes one think of
a sad assembly of boxes, a mesh of mediocre finishes and repeated formulas that
expresses the planner's effort to increase the stylistic plurality of the general pan-
orama and the inabilityto go beyond restricted layouts.

The healthy and pleasant dwelling pursued by the great names in architecture of this
century, from Gropius to Mies van der Rohe, from Le Corbusier to Rossi, has only
been achieved in a few isolated cases in the general panorama of collective archi-
tecture in Europe, North America and Asia.

This book makes a full analysis of this this debate through the study of a series of
apartment buildings by architects of international fame, with rigorous proposals that
combine a careful use of brickwork, warm wooden wrappings and severe glass skins
on the outside.

Under the diversity of the projects that we present, one can detect a common effort
to design interiors that combines a rational approach with the search for good illumi-
nation and an intimate, comfortable and well-ventilated atmosphere.

The apartment building has been witness to the biography of most humans at the
end of this century, and represents a fertile ground for experimentation and renewal
in architecture.

If the crisis affecting the developed world leads to a favourable situation for reflec-
tion and invention, perhaps the collective dwelling will finally undergo a radical
reconsideration.

We do not know whether it will be better than the current one, but without doubt it will

be more appropiate to our way of feeling.
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J.Herzog & P. de Meuron

Housing in Rue des Suisses

Photographs: Margherita Spiluttini Paris, France

Two distinct urban situations characterize this housing project in the 14th
arrondissement of Paris: on the one hand, the blocks facing the Rue des Suisses
and the Rue Jonquoy and on the other, the courtyard with high fire walls at the back.
The two apartment buildings on Rue des Suisses and the Rue Jonquoy are inte-
grated in the typical frontage of residential blocks in many Parisian arrondissements.
Verticality characterizes the overall design of the relatively homogeneous fagades of
the adjacent buildings. As in most Parisian quarters of the 19th century, the street
thus conveys a certain elegance despite the fact that the individual buildings are not
particularly attractive. These two apartment buildings, with their folded frontage and
folding shutters, can be adjusted individually by tenants so that, in spite of the de-
sired homogeneity of the facades, the overall impression of their appearance is
variable.

The situation in the courtyard at the back was entirely different, because there were
no predetermined urban specifications to use as a typological basis for the project.
How should one go about planning the flats? What city-planning strategies should
be pursued? What kind of buildings, what kind of architecture should be placed
there?

The architects tried to create a model for living that is relatively unusual in the center
of Paris -one that would attract an entirely different kind of tenant than the street-
front buildings. Instead of .competing with the towering fire walls, a horizontal strat-
egy was opted for; that is, the Buildings were kept low to ensure that as many flats
as possible would be directly and intimate,ly connected with the grounds and the
garden.

An extended, three-story structure with arcade-like balconies forms the backbone of
the complex in the interior of the block. Adjoining it are cottage-like, single floor
buildings for the kitchens and bathrooms.In front of the long garden wall that runs
along a school playground, a few extra small, one-family homes with gabled roofs
have been built. The result looks likes a seemingly random system of small units,
courtyards and lanes with fragments of old and new walls covered in vegetation.
This urban model comes as a surprise when one enters the courtyard because it
presents such a great contrast to the alignment of the 19th-cen-tury blocks facing
the street. But on taking a closer look, one discovers a few remnants of a still older,
pre-Haussmann quarter, narrow streets like the Villa Mallebay, Villa Duthy or Villa
Jamot, whose small scale and proportions are reflected in these buildings.

In the various buildings and parts of buildings, the living quarters vary greatly in size,
layout and placement, but all are designed with a maximum of daylight and enjoy
interesting views of the land-scaped courtyard.

The fair-faced concrete walls have been covered with a large, grid-like net of syn-
thetic ropes to provide a growing base for climbing plants like ivy and wild grape
vines. Wooden roller blinds along the three-story facades run on molded metal tracks,

giving the building a profile reminiscent of a piece of furniture.
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Site plan 2FmH

Rue Jongquoy
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Southwest elevation facing the patio

000 = 59.83 msm

Elevation to the Rue Jonquoi

The houses that face the Rue des Suisses differ from those facing Rue Jonquoy and the patio, which faces the high party walls of the neighboring buildings.
Quite an uncommon type for the center of Paris was generated in the interior courtyard to attract diverse inhabitants. The cottages in the backyard are another element that

adds to the number of dif-ferent building types within the project.
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Rue Jonquoy o — B .

Ground floor plan & E¥&E

Rue Jonquoy I e

First floor plan —E¥ &

13




|
=
i

| S I S S —

e — S e m——

A
i,
. w\\“wmw\\\.\\\\:::_ ! :;NM//%/WWMMWN///W u
SN
1NN
BN ///////11111111\\



T/

i |

DN \ NN /
NN \ _,f/,//,

| R Wi




1. Prefabricated concrete element dyed black
2. Sixth floor: Drawn back,elevation with aluminum louver
3. Parquet floor
4. Underside of slab dyed Technicoat finishing
5. Pivoted window, PVC joinery
Aligned, fixed and pivoted sash
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