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To Chinese Readers

My co - authors and I are very proud to see our book published in China. During my
last visits to China, I was impressed with the large scale dynamic change process that
is accelerating in the People’ s Republic. China is a country with so many resources
and so many skilful entrepreneurs. If our book can support in the change process in

the food industry we will be very happy.

The reader may wonder if it is useful to study a book which is written so far away in a
small contry which is very different from China in many respects. I sincerely think it
is. In the development of the innovation system in Sweden, international comparisons
and bench - learning from other contris has been very important for the development
of the innovative capability in the food sector. We have learned from other countries,
but also from other industries. Sometimes we have found it to be of high value to com-
pare with centers of excellence that work with conditions that are radically different
from our conditions, institutions and traditions. The systematic analysis of differences
and similarities contributes with a mirror in which you can see your actions and be-
havioural patterns very clearly and separated from the context. We have e. g. learned
from Australia, from USA, from Italy, from Finland, from Ireland, from Pakistan

and - of course — from China.

In a world where we must create great solutions with scarce resources, innovation is
the key driver of development. Long term perspectives must be accompanied by
changed resource allocation and action in the day - to — day activities. You create re-

sults, but you invest in relations. The key asset in the innovation process is trust.

We, the authors, wish our Chinese readers a pleasant reading, much success and a

long life.

Magnus Lagnevik
Lomma March 21 2007
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