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Archway built in 1980s at Tianjin Ancient Cultural Street.
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Preface

It’s been 60 years since my parents moved from Beijing to Tianjin during my elementary schooling. Later on, I went to university and then worked in both Beijing
and Shanghai. But, every year I must return to Tianjin to visit relatives and friends. Ilove Tianjin and care very much about my hometown; its economic develop-
ment and cultural events have always inspired me. I was so glad when I heard that my old friends Wang Shu Zu and Hang Ying were editing the comprehensive
photo essay A Glance at Modern China through the Eyes of Tianjin: 100 Firsts. Fortunately, I have had the privilege of reading it “hot off the presses.” I write this

short article during the New Year’s Holiday to celebrate their success.

Tianjin is a famous historical city, located as the gateway to Beijing and close to the Bohai Sea, made it the first city to be opened in Northern China. One hundred
forty years ago, Tianjin was the leading city in the China’s industrial revolution and modernization. Today, it is still one of China’s most advanced economic and
cultural cities. When glancing at China’s modern history, you will find that Tianjin has been a most important window to look through. Many famous historical

events were played out here.

The selections in 100 Firsts are the earliest happenings recorded in China’s history in each category. From the mid 19th century until the mid 20th century, Tianjin
in the North and Shanghai in the South were leading in all fields of social development and modernization. Due to its unique geographic location and historical

background, Tianjin has its own special features in its politics, economics and culture.

From the table of contents readers will find this book covers various topics: education, military, legislation, urban development, finance, post and telecommunica-
tions, railway transportation, industry, science and technology, foreign trade, commerce, entertainment, religion, social organizations, philosophy, the arts, culture,

and sports. In total there are 112 items which include the general highlights of Tianjin.

In the past, China was backward and undeveloped. Tianjin had nine foreign concessions; this special feature in Tianjin’s history made it a focus point of the
world, attracting much international attention. In addition to the humiliation of “colonization”, there were also clashes between and a mixing of Western and

Eastern culture. Tianjin progressed through many hard times, which gave it a chance to display its determination and spirit of enterprise.

From planning to finishing such a book rich in content, historical data and photographs, Wang Shu Zu, Hang Ying, and their colleagues have worked diligently

within the last 3 years, devoting themselves to collecting documents and editing details.

One of the significant artistic features of this book is the 112 unique doors placed before each of the items; these doors represent Tianjin’s role in Chinese history
as the gateway to Beijing. We can see the extensive efforts of the editing team who endeavored to shoot each door with care. Readers will most certainly enjoy

this artistic detail while also absorbing the history of Tianjin.

Being in the midst of China’s present-day culture of capriciousness, we must recognize the importance of the “old friends of Tianjin” achieving this formidable

accomplishment with such steadfast commitment.

I expect the authors could publish a sequel A Glance at Today’s China through the Eyes of Tianjin: 100 Firsts, which could cover 100 firsts after the foundation of

the People’s Republic of China, in particular the achievements since reform. Only 100 firsts cannot possibly tell the story of all of Tianjin’s glories.
In the spring of 2007, at a time when there is a great amount of development being made in Tianjin’s Binhai New District, the publishing of such a book rich

in both academic value and readability could not be timelier. These simultaneous new beginnings remind us that we should bring forth new ideas into Chinese

culture while also working to vastly develop our economy. A strong cultural background guarantees the vitality and continuous charm of Tianjin for many gen-

ol

January 3, 2007

erations to come.
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014

HERER KR

Shi Family Mansion in Yangliuging

BitiExFEREREKL, RATL
Tk

Former Peiyang University Xigu Campus,
now Hebei University of Technology

FrEFFER, RABFHE

Former Nankai School, now Nankai Middle
School

BEfFER, WABEFRE

Former Nankai School, now Nankai Middle
School

FEFFER, RAEFRE

Former Nankai School, now Nankai Middle
School

RRBR. IPHBEER IR
7L, MAXRRRBHERE

Zhou Enlai & Deng Yingchao established
Tianjin Consciousness Society, now Tianjin
Consciousness Society Memorial Hall

REEFEZR, RAXEHES
+HE

Former Tianjin Grammar School, now No.20
High School

BiEIH¥R, HAXKEIEE
Fh

Former Tientsin Industrial & Commercial
College, today’s of Tianjin Foreign Languag-
es Studies University

FiREFHRARE, HABREE

Former Qian Xiang Yi Silk Store, now Chuo
Ming Ge Teahouse

B 58 PRSIk

Jixian Yuyang drum tower

HMERARKR

Shi Family Mansion in Yangliuqing

KAKIMETHRYE

Former residence of martial arts master Huo
Yuanjia

BLFERRAEN. BFDER
HimgE, AMEEHEHEFR

Former residence of Duan Qirui, warlord of
Wan faction and Prime Minister during the
republican Government, now Heping District
Educational Institute

RUFFERIEER

Former residence of Yuan Naikuan, relative
of Yuan Shikai

0156 BERER, RAXREHIINEIFHE

Former Prince Qing’s Mansion, today’s Tian-
jin Foreign Affairs Office

016 FHLBEELTHE HAAXE

mE—TATFHR

Former residence of Wang Zhanyuan, War-
lord of Hubei Province, now Tianjin No. 1
‘Workers” Sanatorium

017§§W§fﬂﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂ%iﬁﬁ
B

n=

Former residence of industrialist Li Shufu,
now Tianjin Educational Council

018 FERWRHEHFHE

Former residence of industrialist Xu Hegiao

019 #HEMFF

Sole Joy Temple in Jixian County

020 FEXWRIEAHE HAMTEE

Former residence of industrialist Su Zhen-
fang, now Peace Hotel

REBARERE

A building in the former Italian Concession

FEIFBERMEE HAAXEH
ANEREHREF

Former residence of Zhang Xun, warlord of
Jiangsu Province, today’s Tianjin Entry-Exit
Inspection and Quarantine Bureau

BiFZERERBRIMESEE
RADRRAE

Former residence of Sun Chuanfang, warlord
of Feng faction, now an office building

HEHEAR KR

Shi Family Mansion in Yangliuging

RESSEHERSE RAA=R
BARAFRAR

Former residence of Yan Huiqing, Prime Min-
ister of republican government, now Sanyuan
Electricity Investment Co. Ltd

BHAAEFERHERSE R
AREHTIHITHEERR

Former residence of Tang Yulin, Chairman of
Rehe Provincial Goverment, now Tianjin In-
dustrial and Commercial Administration

027 £24

Yu Huang Pavilion

s 028 REILEVINKFREE

Former residence of Zhang Xueliang, Marshal
of Northeastern Army

¥
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029

080

081

087

089

RERFRFE

A building in the former British Concession

BB, DHPEARRITE
41T

Former The Central Bank, today’s People’s
Bank of China, Tianjin Branch

BE#RTT, HWAPEIFRITX
BT
Former Yien Yieh Commercial Bank, now

Industrial and Commercial Bank of China
Tianjin Branch

BH#REERIT, HATERTE
S

BT

Former Yokohama Specie Bank, now Bank of

China, Tianjin Branch

BERA$RAT

Former National Industrial Bank of China

EHREERWRT, RARE. HL
RERA

Former The Agricultural Bank of China, now
a private residence and office building

RICFRT, RPERITRREDT

Former Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation (HSBC), now Bank of China
Tianjin Branch

EXig#X, RABXHE
Former Tianjin Customs House, now Tianjin
Customs Association

RAEEBEF

Former site of the Imperial Qing Post Office
in Tianjin

BEHREIBRIT, AXEHEIS

Former Banque Franco-Chinoise Pour Le
Commerce et L'Industrie, today’s Tianjin
General Labor Union

HAKERE

Huang Ya Hotel in Jixian County

BEX&FT HAREHEMEN
AL

Former Butterfield & Swire Building, now
Tianjin Construction Materials Supply Com-
pany

FERFET, MARZIESAAE
BRHBERAF

Former Jardine, Matheson & Co. Itd, today’s
Tianjin North Talents Harbor Co. Ltd

FEEEERES, HAHBIMERER
Former German Club (Club Concordia), now
Tianjin People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference Club

048 FHEHE, AXEWAXEES

Former Tianjin Club, today’s Tianjin People’s
Congress Standing Committee

BEXEMEFEECLSE, AAX
EHAEXIBBE

Former Tianjin Postal Saving and Remitting
Substation, today’s Heping District Post Of-
fice

BEXRETRAEREERKTAF
BE

Former residence of Bian Wannian, the first
Director of Tianjin En Guang Hospital

BRFETSEBNFHEE AL
mEHARE

Former residence of Nathan, the General
Manager of Kailuan Mining, today’s Tianjin
Government office building

BRMRRPTFEHE

Former residence of industrialist Wu Song-
ping

048 #ER=F

Guajia Temple

049 FEFEXKH

Great Wall at Yellow Cliff Pass in Jixian County

080 FCitiFTEMEFRERE RA

3 =0

iliﬁiﬁﬁ; =

Former residence of Zhuang Lefeng, the agent
for Gibb Livingston Co., today’s Tianjin Edu-
cational Committee

051 FE&IRIT

Former Kincheng Banking Corporation

052 iz

Fulun Middle School

058 1tT2HE

Beining Park

BAKRBHERBDERDHEL HA
HRRE

Former Chiu Ta Refined Salt Company, now
an office building

FERMAXRFHRNEE, RAKX
ETERBSRERS R

Former residence of financier Qiao Tichan,
today’s National Revenue Bureau Tianjin
Branch

FEDDIRE, RARE. HhARRE
BH

Former DD Hotel, now a private residence
and office building



057 RHERT HAPERLBRITE
BT
Former The National City Bank of New York,
today’s Agricultural Bank of China

058 REBER¥E

A building in the former Italian Concession

. 059 BMEEERAR

Shi Family Mansion in Yang Liu Qing

= 080 HIIEHARKE

Shi Family Mansion in Yangliuging

061 FEHiFRAT

Former Chee Hsin Concrete Company office
building

062 F{Zigi¥(T, MEXERIEANX
- Former Gibb Livingston Co. office building,
today’s Tianjin Construction Engineering
Group

B S HE LAk

Northwest corner of Marco Polo Square

FEEERERE

A building in the former Italian Concession

BEEEMRT HATEARR
FERRAT

Former Russo-Asiatic Bank of China, today’s
People’s Bank Tianjin Branch

| 086 EHFXMRIT, WAXRBEHHEREAR
B3k

Former Tung Lai Bank, today’s Tianjin Sci-
ence and Technelogy Committee

067 BB ZERMENHRE,
RAREXRHERS

Former residence of Gu Weijun, Foreign Af-
fairs Minister of Peiyang Government

068 ERIRE

National Hotel

069 FERZHRAXBESE WA
FREER

Former residence of Guan Li gen-
eral of Kuomintang, today’s Heping District
Housing Administration

070 E#ERT HARE. B2 £
BRA

Former Bank of Korea, now a private resi-
dence, office and business building

071 BEdtiFExF 2B, WAL
Tukk#
Former Peiyang University Xigu Campus,
now Hebei University of Technology

N 072 FitiAFEFEGKL, RAAIE

Tilkk=

Former Peiyang University Xigu Campus,
now Hebei University of Technology

078 F/\BEHEHEL, HAAXEN
MU H A2 R
Former Eighth Route Army Office in Tianjin,
today’s Tianjin Machinery and Equipment
Import & Export Company

074 EEERERE

A building in the former Italian Concession

075 EERERERE

A building in the former Italian Concession

076 REFGICERT, HAREHIML
REHIL

Former Banque de L’ Indo-Chine, today’s
Tianjin Cultural Development Center

077 BEBERIERE, BN EER
HARBESLERERA

A building in the former British Concession
known as “Knot Building”, now a private resi-
dence and business building

078 RHRMEREE WANLRE

A western style building in the former British
Concession Building, now an office building

079 FlIREEE

Astor House Hotel

080 FXEIHE HWAXKETHRRE

Former French Municipal Council, today’s
Tianjin Grain Administration

081 FXEZEASRS HWAXRESR
B

Former Tianjin Country Club, now the South
building of Tianjin Club

082 FRAABMERAEBYE
AXRETIBTHEER
Former residence of Tang Yulin, Chairman of

Rehe Provincial Goverment, now Tianjin In-
dustrial and Commercial Administration

088 HEEHAF

Tanggu Mosque

084 FEAEXKH

Jixian Huanya Pass - Great Wall of China

085 EEMAF

Sole Joy Temple in Jixian County

086 Kk

Dabei Buddhist Temple

087 2%, RASHEELXE

Lu Family Ancestral Temple, now Family Lu
Ancestral Memorial Hall

088 EHKF

Grand Mosque

089 EFRXEHE

Catholic Cathedral, Notre Dame des Victoire

090 EiFRREHZMIER

Annex of Catholic Cathedral, Notre Dame
des Victoire

091 X5E, HAXRERMEEWE

Mazu Temple, now Tianjin Folklore Museum

092 XEEBHLEFSIAL HAHX
TR

Old Site of Tianjin YWCA, today’s Tianjin
Women’s Association

098 XEH

Wen Chang Pavilion

094 E=RF

Lian Zong Temple

095 /\BE35/H

Master Ba Lang Temple

\ 096 HE

Chaoyin Temple

097 REBHE WARBBLTIE

Former residence of Liang Qichao, now Liang
Qichao Memorial Hall

098 FEET&¥k, WAXRINEE
Fh

Former Tientsin Industrial & Commercial
College, today’s of Tianjin Foreign Languag-
es Studies University

099 BEFXURINEAHE RAMFEE

Former residence of industrialist Su Zhen-
fang, now Peach Hotel

100 &, MAXRENEEME

Confucius Temple, today’s Tianjin Confucius
Museum

e 101 EFREHE

o P N Xikai Catholic Cathedral

BEFEERAWE RAXBHILR.
X

Former French Municipal Council, today’s
Tianjin Cultural Bureau and Tianjin Cultural
Relics Bureau

108 ' 5=1E WAXEREIEWIE

Guangdong Guild Hall, now Tianjin Drama
Museum

104 Z5HRE

|
J \ Private residence, An Le Cun

105 FEERSRE, AAXEHEES

Former French Club, today’s Tianjin Youth
Club

106 ELLEBEETESE HNARHM
YA

Former residence of Tian Zhongyu, warlord
of Shangdong Province, now a Petroleum
Company Supply Station

107 BEFEFERBERT HAXRED
B
Former Sin-Hua Trust & Savings Bank, to-
day’s Tianjin General Merchandise Station

108 HHIEABRAR

Shi Family Mansion in Yangliuging

109 AR&HIE

People’s Stadium

110 RBRERERE
A European style villa in the State Guest
House

111 FERBAMEBHEEEFKK
BiEHE RAADRRAE
Former residence of Zhang Fuyun, head of

Treasury Department’s Tax Bureau of republi-
can Government, now an office building

112 AR XREHE

Xikai Catholic Cathedral
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China’s First Modern University
Peiyang University

On October 2, 1895, with the approval of Em-
peror Guang Xu, China’s first university, Peiyang
Western Studies College,opened in Tianjin. The
following year the name was changed to Peiyang
University. Peiyang University is the predecessor
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of today’s Tianjin University. . ;"‘:;* LR A
Following the examples of Harvard and Yale 1 M NAiaes & ;? F
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universities, Peiyang University established a " ] : i 553
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curriculum which included Bachelor’s degree p F A g E‘@; T
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coueses, as well as college peeparatory courses. - %: :5 % § ’i %
The motto of Peiyang(Tianjin University) is “Be : # & }; %
honest and practical.” “ad Y3 B
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Within the last 100 years, Peiyang has been oA amN

responsible for providing a wealth of academic
talent for the country.
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Report to Emperor Guang Xu for establishing the Western Studies College by Sheng Xuanhuai in 1895
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China’s First University Diploma

Issued by Peiyang
University

In January 1900, Peiyang University issued China’s first university diploma
to Mr. Wang Chonghui. Wang Chonghui (Wang Liangchou, 1881-1958 ), who
was born in Dongguan, Guangdong Province, became one of China’s famous
jurists. Later he was a member of the Tong Meng Club at the end of the Qing
Dynasty.

After he graduated from Peiyang University, Wang continued his studies
abroad, earned a Ph.D. in Law at Yale Univeristy and qualification to be a lawyer
in the United Kingdom. He was also a member of the Berlin Comparative Law
Society. He translated German civil law into English, and it became a popular
textbook subject for many US and European universities.

In 1912, he became the Foreign Affairs Minister of republican China’s tem-
porary Nanjing government and co-wrote President Sun Yat Sen’s inaugural
address in English, which attracted a lot of attention worldwide.

After 1923, he was twice selected as a judge for the International Court of
Justice located in the Hague.



