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ABSTRACT

Economic ethic means a kind of ethic order and spiritual
guide, which should be followed in people’s economic and social
life. In the west, once being-the strong spiritual driving force and
ethic order, the Protestant ethics played an impartant role in its
social development. In China, the Buddhism has profound cultur-
al tradition and ethic resource. We should undertake and crea-
tively transform this tradition and resource, and provide profita-
ble reference for the construction of the contemporary Chinese
ecomic ethics. The Buddhism attaches great importance on the
purification of people’s mind, but it never ignores human’s social
trends and economic activities. It even considers the material life
as one part of the utmost goal. What is the economic ethics like in
Buddhisns eyes? The dissertation will let you know the answer., It
has three parts: the prolegomenon, the body and the epilogue.

The prolegomenon has three sections. Firstly, it elaborated
the meaning and' value of the economic ethics. Secondly, it ex-
pounded many characteristics of Buddhism’s economic ethics,
such as benefiting both oneself and others, regarding on devel-
oped both material life and wisdom, and so on. Finally, it intro-
duced the relative research achievements ‘made by scholars, and
made clear the author’s intention and studying methods of the
dissertation.

The body has six chapters;
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With four sections, the first chapter is about the theoretic
basis of the Buddhism’s economic ethics. Section one discussed
four aspects of Dependent Arising Theories. It also put forth that
the economic ethics of benefiting both oneself and others derives
from the Dependent Arising Theories. Section two is about the
Middle: Way Theory. It introduced the Middle Way Theory in
four aspects. The Middle Way makes a Bodhisattva realize that
the earthly thing is the utmost thing, and the affliction is the bo-
dhi. So a living human can also enjoy the happiness of nirvana.
Then he can go to help others. That is the how the Middle Way
wisdom let out the Buddhist economic ethics, which promote the
idea of staying on the middle way and living a good economical
life in the family. Section three is about the Cause and Effect
Theory. This theory applies the Dependent Arising Theory in
people’s daily life, The Cause and Effect Theory makes consents
to people that good deeds will return you good bonus, and bad
deeds will cause the same thing return back onto yourself. So the
Buddhist economic ethics alarm people not to do bad deeds be-
cause one must :cake on the aftereffect of his deeds. Section four
is on the compassion. Firstly, it explained the meaning and kinds
of the compassion, and the relétionship between the compassion
and the wisdom. Secondly, it discussed how to exert the compas-
sion thought, the way being with budhichitta, observing pre-
cepts, and doing six perfections. The compassion thought goes
all the way through the Buddhist economic ethics, guiding the
Buddhist economic activities in many procedures.

The second chapter is about Buddhist temple’s economic eth-

ics thought. Mainly focusing on the example of Chinese ancient
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temples, the chapter discussed the economic ethics in temples.
The temple’s economic ethics rooted in the Buddhist valuing' of
helping others all the time, and it decided the economic activities
in temples. The temple’s economic ethics greatly influenced the
Chinese social production, not only bringing advanced thought,
such as economic rules, financial ways, debit and credit, and so
on, but also creating great energy to push the development of the
economic and cultural center around the temples. The temple’s e-
conomic ethics also helped to take on the commonality and charity
affairs. For example, in the two Jin Dynasties, monks in temples
established the curing team, and in Tang Dynasty, the temples
provided loans for the poor. And the temples had always been
the charity-taker, which often helped to build bridges and roads
for the village people, and to plant trees to make forests. That
made the thought of helping others all the time to become a tradi-
tion in many Chinese counties and villages. This chapter, stand-
ing on the point of historiography, probed into the coming and
going of the temples’ money. The income mainly came from the
following five aspects: monks doing work in the field, dealing
with the others, doing financial works‘, getting the donation from
the believers, government’s appropriate funds. The conéuming
went to the maintenance of the temple, all kinds of charity af-
fairs. That shows the economic ethics thought of helping others
all the time, '

With two sections, ‘the third chapter is about the ethics of
Buddhist production, .

In section one, firstly, it summed up the material production

and spiritual production of the Buddhism. Secondly, it made
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clear the purpose of the Buddhist production, for the living of all
monks and the spiritual construction of all people. Thirdly,. it
discussed the ways of Buddhism’s production. Finally, it pointed
out the result of the Buddhist caring for the human beings.

Section two is to analyze the elements of production in four
sides. Firstly, working is the main element of the economic ac-
tivities. And the Buddhism even granted working a sense of
saint. The Buddhism thinks that the job is given to one because
of the karma, so he or she should do it well enough to make oth-
ers feel satisfied. Responsibility and heart for owe are the Bud-
dhist views on the duties. Secondly, about the capital, Buddhism
thinks one should set out from the just a coin to gather into the
gold mountain. And at the same time, he or she should be mercy
and kind . Thirdly, about the technology, which has made all
people in the world live much better lives, the Buddhism teaches
us to know that it is just like a knife, which can help you to cut
things, but at the same time, can also kill you. So the thought of
helping others is urgently needed in using the technology. That
can lead the technology to go the right way to help all people get-
ting the happy life. Fourthly, the natural resources are over-used
because of the modern economic developing pattern, making the
human beings in the world-wide environmental crisis. So we need
to develop another new way which can save us out of this crisis.
The new way can be found in the Buddhism. Buddhism appeals
all people to live an economical life, and to aim for the satisfac-
tion of the heart or mind. ‘

With three sections, chapter four is on the thought of ethics
of Buddhist exchange.
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Section one is on the ethics of merchants, The merchants are
the main body of the market exchange, and the Buddhism’s
thought of equality assured the political position for the mer-
chants, and laid a sound basis for the market exchange. The
Buddhism asked the merchants to be skillful, and warm-hearted
for the charity affairs.

Section two is about the thought of currency ethics, The
currency. is the exchange medium of commercial society, and has
more and more influence on people’s life. So it even changed peo-
ple’s life, and made someone look the money as the most impor-
tant thing. In the eyes of Buddhism; people today, are just on the
wrong way. But the false is not at the money, instead, it lies in
‘people’ s wrong idea. People should not just; pursue outside
things, but should look back into the heart. Money is just a reso-
nance,.and its use is just for usage. People should pursue the
wisdom, ,which is the real thing that can make you happy.

Section three is about Buddhist importance on the construc-
tion of Chinese exchange ethics. Exchange ethics is the weak
point of :Chinese traditional ethics. And Buddhism has abundant
elements for establish the new exchange ethics. This section
thinks that the Great Vehicle Spirit is.necessary for establish the
pattern. Firstly, it demonstrated that from the point of cause and
effect., Secondly, it emphasized the coherence of the doer and the ‘
done. Finally, it demonstrated the importance of Buddhist com-
mandment., The Buddhist commandment is not the common eth-
ics, and it is the main way to get rid of people’s misery. The
commandment has even become the symbol of a man who culti-

vates himself well,
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Chapter five is about the Buddhist distribution ethics. The
views on the value of Buddhism decided that it's distribution if for
the good of people. This chapter has {four sections.

The first section is about the distribution. Buddhism’s fair
distribution is founded on the basis of all people are born equal.
In this system, all money and material tools should be shared by
all the people. But this kind of economic ethics is not available in
modern society. So the dissertation discussed the scope of the
Buddhist economic ethics.

Section two is about thé equity and speed of the Buddhist
distribution. This section mainly discussed the equity‘views and
speed views of the Buddhism, The two parts are combined to-
gether. Only the equity can bring the speed, and the speed can
make the equity better.

Section three is about the Buddhist welfare distribution. It
{firstly introduced the basic thought of that. Secondly, it dis-
cussed the No Limit Store thought, which is the origin of the
modern banks, It made great contribution for the Chinese people
to develop the welfare affairs and loans and debits.

Section four is about the modern importance of the Buddhist
welfare distribution, The Buddhist welfare distribution is a kind
of merciful distribution, It can mend the unfair things in today’s
China, especially to help the weak persons. So the welfare distri-
bution is of great importance for the world today.

Chapter six is about the Buddhist consumption ethics. It has
three parts. .

Firstly, the dissertation passed judgement on the ethics of

happiness, equality, and moderation. It pointed out that con-
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sumption is not only for satisfying the needs of the body, but al-
so for satisfying the need of the spirit. Everyone should have the
chance to develop himself. Consumption is the just a means for
people to get benefit. Moderate consumption is good for all peo-
ple to get all-round elevated.

Secondly, it discussed the Middle Way thought, which con-
siders that abandoning material life is not correct and being ab-
sorbed in the material world is also unwise. So.people should do
consumptions according to the Middle Way theory, and should be
ready to help others all the time,

Finally, it probed into the modern meaning of the Buddhism
consumption ethics. Buddhist consumption ethics is good to get
rid of being waste, and looking the money as the most important
thing. It is good for us to establish the modern structure of the
Chinese new consumption ethics.

The conclusion part pointed out the modern importance of
the Buddhist economic ethics. Firstly, the thorough research on
the Buddhist economic ethics is of great importance for the mod-
ern Chinese to establish new economic ethics pattern. Secondly,
the thorough research on the Buddhist economic ethics is good to
bring people out of the crisis of modern economy, and can help to
establish new economic ethics pattern which is good for the
peaceful existence of people and the nature. Thirdly, it is of
great importance for the modern world to dig out the useful spirit
in the Buddhism, and for carrying forward the good ethics and
spiritual guidance.

Key words: economic ethics, Buddhist economic ethics,

helping others all the time, benefit both oneself and others



