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I am forever indebted to those who helped me
in my life and in my photographer career.
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This album is dedicated to the heroes of my heart
The veteran fighters of Hainan Brigade, the People Liberation Army
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Photographs as witness of history

Iam glad to see that Mr. Qiu Yahuan will publish his photo album about handicapped veterans and fighting heroes
of 1

nan revolutionary brigade. So I like to write preface for this book.
One day in 1991, an honest young man consulted me with his works of photography. In our conversation, I knew he
named Qiu Yahuan. had been a soldier in the PLA.

nd even with education background from university, for the

fascination of photography, bought a simple camera with his only allowance of 90 yuan to learn how to take a good

picture. Although he is the 6th level physical di

bility. can not walk freel

. but after 10 more years efforts, his skill got

rapid advance, and with much achievements on photography, now he is one of known photographers in Hainan province.

y in 1992, 1 advocated “ ten thousands kilometers through motherland” activity. and guided 5 young

photographers from Hainan province to Hennan, Shannxi Shanxi, Gansu, Sichuan province, etc. to take photos. Qiu

was active in that experience. After then , he joined the activities of “yellow earth tour” , “ Tibet tour” etc.
advocated by me, he took many excellent photographs ,and took part in many photograph competitions and exhibitions,
won the various prizes. In recent decade, his footprints have been to all over the country.

In this album, Qiu focused on the veterans who devoted their youth even life to the liberation cause of Hainan,

corded their great portraits, with significant historic values. In 1993, when I visited Qiongzhong county, met Mr. Bai

Yulin, member of the

amous “Baisha rising-up” . in his 80 years age then, I decided to interview and take pictures for

heroes like Mr. Bai

this legendary man immediately. Only two years later, he passed away. We don” t know how many
leftus quietly. so we need to record those heroes without hesitation. Three years ago, Qiu begin his work, completed his
monograph on veterans of hainan revolutionary brigade in his own art style. This is heavy gift for the 80 anniversary of
the revolutionary brigade, sent by our photographers. The history will remember those heroes and will think grateful to
our artists too. We need more artists like Qiu, with society responsibility, historical mission on the shoulders,

contribute ourselves to the blossom of the economy , harmony of the society.
Huang Yiming

July 28,2007, Haikou

Huang Yiming, famous on-the-spot record photographer, chairman of the Photographers’  Association of Hainan

Province, director reporter of China Daily.
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Photographic Records of History
by an Extraordinary Photographer
A Congratulatory Note on the Publication of Qiu Yahuan's Photograph Album

Mao Zedong once said, “Itis the spirit that makes a man noble” .

Qiu Yahuan is a photographer well-known in Hainan for his artistic skills and moral integrity. When he was a young
soldier, he was wounded and disabled. After leaving the army, he went to university to study photography in spite of his
physical disabilities. After years of practice, he became an accomplished photographer. Now he is a part-time associate

profes

or of Hainan University teaching photography.

During the celebration of the 80th anniversary of the Qiongya Brigade of the People’ s Liberation Army. many
people saw photos of the surviving veterans of the Brigade. These valuable photos were taken by Qiu Yahuan, To find
the surviving veterans, Qiu spent three years traveling to remote and hard-to-reach villages in the mountains. And it is
duetoQiu" sefforts, we are able to see these veterans who once fought for the liberation of the people.

It" s very hard not to be touched by the surviving veterans we see on Qiu Yahuan' s photographs. Behind their

and sacrifices

scars, disabled limps, and wrinkled faces there are quite a few moving stories. It was due to their efforts
that the armed struggle against foreign invaders went on for 23 years till final victory.

Qiu Yahuan' s photos bring back the memories of the great contributions these veterans made during the fight
against foreign invaders and the liberation of the people. In those days, they often slept in the open, ate nothing but wild
fruits they could find, buried their comrades in arms who lost their lives in battle. But nothing could stop them from

fighting on. They kept to their oath: Fight till victory whatever the cost.

As an accomplished photographer, Qiu Yahuan' s certainly knows how to use various photographic techniques to
capture the best moments that show the character of these old veterans. From their eyes, we could see their sufferings as
well as their pride. These photos serve to remind us that the peaceful life we enjoy now is due to the sacrifices these
veterans made decades ago.

It is my hope that Qiu Yahuan’ s photo show will be a success and the publication of his photo album will be well

ived. I firmly believe what Qiu Yahuan has captured with his camera is a great contribution to the building of

socialist culture in Hainan. It is also sign nt for the building of political civilization and spiritual civilization.

By Wu Zhi
June 28,2007, Haikou

Wu Zhi, the writer of the preface, is the winner of the national 3rd grade Independence and Freedom medal and
the 3rd grade Liberation medal, renowned writer, people” s artist, senior researcher of economy and culture, former

director of the Literature Association of the Liberated Areas, veteran of the Qiongya Brigade.
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