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1. Fabio Cannavaro
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2. Ronaldinho
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3. Zidane
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4. Ronaldo
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5. Luis Figo
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37. Diego Maradona
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Fabio Cannavaro is a professional Italian
footballer, currently playing for Real Madrid. He is
captain of the Italian national team, with which he
won the 2006 FIFA World Cup, and also the current
European Footballer of the Year and FIFA World
Player of the Year.

Fabio Cannavaro was born in Naples, Italy on
September 13, 1973. He started to play football
straightaway at eight years of age, after “wearing
out” shoes and balls on the soil pitches of
Fuorigrotta, he entered the Italsider of Bagnoli. At
eleven years of age Cannavaro’s talent was quickly
spotted by scouts from local club Napoli, who were
enjoying the most successful period of their history.
The team which included Diego Maradona had just
won the Scudetto. Cannavaro started out as a ball
boy at the Stadio San Paolo and his progress was
such that he became a member of the first team

alongside some of his childhood idols.

Cannavaro’s Serie A debut came on 7 March
1993, at Turin’s Stadio Delle Alpi against
Juventus. Unfortunately, post-Maradona Napol
were in desperate need of funds and were soon

forced to sell Cannavaro to Parma F.C..

At Parma, Cannavaro initially began to winplau-
dits from a wider audience and establish himself as
an extremely talented defender. Together with his

defensive partner Lilian Thuram and goalkeeper
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Gianluigi Buffon, Gialloblu became renowned as the
team with one of the best defences in Serie A. Un-
der the guidance of coach Carlo Ancelotti, they
helped the club to its best ever league finish in 1997,
finishing second, a point behind the champions
Juventus. In 1998~1999, Parma won the UEFA Cup
and Coppa Italia amongst other trophies. Cannavaro’s
individual prowess was recognized as “Oscar”, the
best defender in Italy award.

Cannavaro’s first international tournament
came at 1998 FIFA World Cup. Italy went out in the
quarter-finals to hosts and eventual champions
France; Cannavaro suffered a scar on his forehead
from an elbow during the match. The match was

decided by a penalty shoot-out after the teams were
tied 0-0.

In Euro 2000, it was Les Bleus who once again
shattered Italy’s dreams. Cannavaro had a strong
tournament and the Azzurri reached the final, where
they led the then world champions 1-0 going into in-
jury time. Near the end of regular time, Sylvain Wiltord
found the equalizer, and an extra-time golden goal
gave France the title.

At the 2002 FIFA World Cup he was credited
with holding the defence together, almost single-
handedly after Alessandro Nesta was injured against
Croatia. Italy however went out amidst a refereeing
controversy losing to co-hosts South Korea in the
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second round, again to a golden goal.

Cannavaro had a hard act to follow when he
took over as captain from Maldini after the 2002 World
Cup, but he quickly won the team over with his con-
stant smile, laid-back Neapolitan approach and in-

* spiring performances. After Maldini’s international

a standing ovation
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retirement he first captained Italy in a match at Napoli
and received a standing ovation on the pitch where
he sported the local side’s colours between 1991 and
1995.

Euro 2004 which was hosted by Portugal turned
out to be a disappointment. Cannavaro picked up
yellow cards during the two-draws with Denmark
(0-0) and Sweden (1-1), forcing him to sit out the
final group game. Italy defeated Bulgaria 2—1, but
failed to advance on goal difference.

Cannavaro’s only international goal was scored
on May 30,2004 against Tunisia, Italy won 4-0.

Cannavaro captained Italy throughout their 2006
World Cup campaign. Though forwards Alessandro
Del Piero, Francesco Totti, and Christian Vieri had
received the most attention in past international tour-
naments, Cannavaro was considered one of the top

Italian players in Germany.

His performance against Germany in the World
Cup Semi-Finals 2006 was earmarked as one of
the finest individual performance ever seen in foot-
ball by many pundits, including Eamon Dunphy.



He earned a spot on the All-Star Team at the
end of the competition—awarded by FIFA’s Tech-
nical Study Group—alongside six other Italian team-
mates. After victories in the 2006 World Cup, the
Azzurri celebrated to the soundtrack of traditional
Italian songs on Cannavaro’s iPod.

His crowning moment was lifting the World Cup
on July 9 2006, the night of his 100th cap. Notably,
Cannavaro never received a single yellow or red card
throughout the 690 minutes he played in the tourna-
ment. The Italian defence conceded only two goals
throughout the entire tournament, an own-goal and a
penalty.

As a sex symbol in his native Italy, he was re-
cently also voted “sexiest player” of the 2006 World
Cup. He is married to Daniela, whom he first met at
the age of 16. They had a romantic courtship. They
have two sons and a daughter.

Cannavaro is revered by fans of Italian foot-
ball because of his character, his determination and
his humility. He is nearly always photographed with
his famous engaging smile. Together with his fellow
Napoletano Ciro Ferrara, Cannavaro has helped es-
tablish a charity foundation, “FCF (Fondazione
Cannavaro Ferrara)”, specializing in the procurement
of cancer research equipment and surgery for special

cases of cancer for a hospital in their native Naples,

He has many tattoos. On the inside of his
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upper right arm, is “Andrea” (one of his sons) and
on the outside, a tattoo of a warrior. On his right
forearm, is a tattoo saying “Daniela” (his wife) and
on his upper back, is a tattoo with Chinese charac-
ters (It’s his daughter’s name in Chinese) while on
the lower back, is a tattoo of “Christian” (his other
son). Also, on his right leg, he has a tattoo of a sun.

Cannavaro has expressed his desire to play for
his native club Napoli after his stint at Real Madrid.
“Real Madrid,” he explained during a press confer-
ence, “is the team in which every footballer would
like to play at least once in his life. At this point of
my career this was probably my last chance, I could

not refuse...”
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Born on 21 March, 1980 in Porto Alegre,
Ronaldinho is a Brazilian footballer. His name
Ronaldinho, Portuguese for “little Ronaldo”, was

originally devised as a means of distinguishing be-

~ tween himself and fellow Brazilian football star
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Ronaldo, with the additional title Gaiicho being used
when the current Ronaldo was also known as
Ronaldinho. Among his many achievements and ac-
colades, Ronaldinho has been awarded the FIFA
World Player of the Year award twice (2004, 2005),
as well as the European Footballer of the Year award
and the FIFPro World Player of the Year award
(2005). He has downplayed suggestions that he is
the best footballer in the world, telling FourFourTwo
magazine, “I don’t even feel I'm the best at Barga.”
In January 2007 he became a naturalized Spanish
citizen.

Ronaldinho was born in Porto Alegre, a city in
the Rio Grande do Sul region of Brazil. Ronaldinho’s
mother Miguelina is a former salesperson who later
studied to become a nurse. His father was a ship-
yard worker and footballer for Cruzeiro. The family
moved to a more affluent home in Porto Alegre when
Ronaldinho’s older brother Roberto signed to play
professional football for Grémio. His father died
when Ronaldinho was eight, after suffering a heart
attack while swimming in the family’s pool.

In his childhood, Ronaldinho’s skill in football
began to blossom due to his particular interest in beach
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football, which later developed into a fondness for
more standardized football. As is well-known,
Ronaldinho is one of few players to play at every
footballing level, for he has played at under 15, under
17, under 20, under 23, and senior level. He made his
first ever appearance for Brazil playing against Scot-
land on the 7th of March 1995 in an under 15s match,
Brazil lost the game 1-0.

However, his first brush with the media came
after he scored all 23 goals in a 23-0 victory against
a local team, at just 13 years of age. His reputation
as a footballer was built up through his childhood,
particularly since he was identified as a rising star at
the Egypt 1997 Under-17 World Championship. He
scored two goals in the tournament, both penalty
kicks.

Ronaldinho’s career began in the youth team at
Porto Alegre club Grémio, under head coach Celso
Roth, who only played him due to immense pressure
from the Gremio supporters. His first senior appear-
ance came in the 1998 Libertadores Cup, and his
penchant for goalscoring was quickly displayed, his
career soon generating interest due to his phenom-
enal ball control and ability to score. This was fol-
lowed by his introduction into the Brazilian national
team in 1999.

Towards the end of his career at Grémio, in
2001, many clubs from all over the world, particu-
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