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This structure is @ modern manifestation of traditional
Korean architectural styles, as demonstrated in the re-
lationship between the inner yard, house interior and
inner pavilion, and the path that leads from the garage
to the underground garden, up the yard in front of the
front gate and to the porch.

The site, which borders on roads at either side, slopes
upward to a point about two stories high. A mountain
lies reassuringly behind and to the edges of the property,
creating the perfect background landscape scenery. The
front, which opens into the south, reveals a marvelous
view of the city of Seoul. In its entirety the site is a perfect
combination of great views and fragrant natural odors.

The one perceptible drawback could be cited as its

irregular triangular shape, but even that adds to the
character of the house.

Such characteristics as the site itself and additional
requests from the owner constituted the major part of
the architectural plan. Thus, the decision was made to
create an elevated “concrete ring in the form of an
empty triangle”, an intentional duplicate of the struc-
tural outline of the site itself. The finished structure was
the cohesive result of various target elements such as

" u

the “installation of a panoramic view”,”building a cozy
yard”, and “securing privacy”.
Two sides of the triangular site border on the adjoining

site next door, and each are filled with mass. By branch-

ing out from the pivotal living room, the first floor’s

dining room and pavilion, and second floor’s main
bedroom and children’s rooms serve as wings on either
side of the central focus. Such a structure precludes any
visual interaction with adjacent houses and allows for
total privacy. The other side of the triangle faces onto
the front road and commands a breathtaking view to
the south, while the inner pavilions attached on each
side to the second floor bedrooms complete the ring
The“emblem”mark on one side of the inner pavilion is
an emblem that determines the spatial and structural
character of the house.

The triangular ring comfortably surrounds the inner yard,
infusing character into the space, while at the same

time acting as a pictorial frame for an even landscape.




The home actually a representation of the natural
environment, and gives its occupants access to knowl-
edge about the value and dignity of life while serving
as a conduit to usher in the outside world. It is also
structurally in harmony with the roads it borders on and
the general vicinity; by emitting a powerful energy, the
triangular ring submits to the surrounding mountains
and fields in creating a balance of power between the
natural and the man made.

In order to gain access to distant views through the
concrete frame of the inner pavilion, and to the natural
environment surrounding the back and side, roofed
clearstory windows were integrated into the structure.
These butterfly-shaped windows provide intermittent
frames for the outside natural scenery, while at the same
time serving as a powerful structural element to consti-

tute the outer features of the house.
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