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Japanese Diplomatic Policy During Chinese-French War
Abstract

This article wants to discuss the Japanese government’ s diplomatic policy,the reason of
this policy forming and its infiuence during Chinese-French War,1883-1885

In this peroid,the Japanese government withstood a severe challenge on diplomacy. Al-
though French government had approached Japan through many diplomatic channels ysuch as
Beijin,Berlin,Tokyo,Paris ,Shanghai for many times,in attempting to establish a union with
Japan,devising a military cooperation for China,the Japanese government chose the diplo-
matic policy of neutrality,taking part in the cooperation of neutral countries proposed by
England ,and put forward a medration plan upon Chinese-French war.

In this peroid,although the Japanese government had attempted to avoid conflicting with
China,it formulated a policy upon Korea. In December 1884,the Jiashen coup d’ etat broken
out in Seoul and the military conflict between China and Japan were just the consequences of
this policy. After the coup d’/ etat broke out,the French government put forward the proposai
of establishing a Japanese-French union and devising a military cooperation for China upon
the Japanese government again. But after serious discussing,the Japanese government reject-
ed the French proposal again,established the diplomatic policy of dissolving the problem
through peace way,and carried it out throughout Japanese-K orean and Japanese-Chinese ne-
gotiations. ‘

There were three reasons why the Japanese government chose the neutrality diplomatic

- policy during this period. First,the relationship between England and France became worse

since 1880. The Japanese government had gained this information at the beginning of 1883.
Second ,the Chinese military power developed,and the Japanese national power was less rela-
'tively. Third ,the Japanese government was afraid that once the Chinese-French war was end-
ed peacefully, China would concentrated its power to fight with Japan after it allied with
France,and Japan would be in a harmful position. Japan was also afraid that if France occu-
pied Taiwai,it would threaten Liugiu and Japan itself. ‘

Subjectively,the diplomatic policy of neutrality carried out by the Japanese government
during this peroid gave a favourabie international envoiment for it revising treaty and mord-
ernize. Objectively, it was advantageous for Chinese anti-France war. The Japanese gover-
ment distributed its power between Korea and China,gained a great diplomatic victory and
raised its international position through the Jiashen coup d’ etat and Chinese-Japanese Tianjin
Treaty.
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