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Absolute architecture
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Alvar Aalto (1898-1976)
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Alto, Alvar (1898-1978)

Finnish architect who designed the Viipuri Public Library
with an undulating timber roof (1929). His Palmio
Sanitorium was one of the first hospitals to be built in

the International style. Later work includes Baker House,
Massachusetts Institute of technology, Cambridge (1948),
and Public Library, Rovaniemi (1963).

Alto, Alvar (1898-1978)
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Abacus

The flat area at the top

of a capital; dividing a
column from its entabla-
ture. It consists of a
square block, or one en-
riched with moldings. In
some orders the sides are
hollowed and corners

are truncated.

Abacus
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Abadie, Paul (1812-1889)
Designed Sacre-Coeur Church in Paris and is best known
for French Neo-Romanesque churches.

Abadie, Paul (1812-1889)
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/‘:bit'l,mh“t'_ . Abat-jour

skylight in a roof that

admits light from above: | R : —FRETI LR
any beveled aperture. o8 WU\U\L}? Ko

Abat-vent

A louver placed in an
exterior wall opening to
admit light and air, but
offering a barrier to the
wind.

Abat-vent
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Abbey Abbey
The monastic buildings of
religious bodies governed
by an abbot or abbess.
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Abramovitz, Max (1908-1963)
American architect educated at the Ecole des Beaux Arts
in Paris. He was a partner to Wallace K. Harrison.

Abramovitz, Max (1908 ~1963)
Choa J - P RSk 2%, ¥k idi T %2 Ecole des Beaux 25
ARPRHIZEE TN, R - K S EENAKA,

Absolute architecture

The opposite of Functionalism: as its forms were to be
created by imagination rather than by consideration of
need. It was proposed as a purposeless architecture by
Walter Pickler and Hans Hollien in the 1960s, and was
used by Bruce Goff to describe his investigations of
structure and the enclosure of space.

Absolute Architecture
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Abstraction

The omission or severe simplification of details in a
drawing, leaving only massing, form and solids, so that
the basis of the design can be explained.

Abstraction
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Abutment

A masonry mass, pier, or
solid part of a wall that
takes the lateral thrust of
an arch.

Abutment
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Abutment arch £ Arch
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Acanthus

A common plant of the
Mediterranean, whose
stylized leaves form the
characteristic decoration
of capitals of the Corin-
thian and Composite
orders. In scroll form it
appears on friezes and
panels.

Acanthus
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Acanthus

Accent lighting

Any directional lighting
that emphasizes a partic-
ular object or draws atten-
tion to a particular area.

Accent lighting
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Accessibility (handicapped)
The provision of access to
and through a building or
site for physically impaired
individuals.

Accessibility (handicapped)
TebsEhgrt (FREN ). fERTI R
HARALAHIE,
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Accolade

A rich ornamental treat-
ment made up of two
ogee curves meeting in
the middle, as found over
a door, window, or arch.

Accolade
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Accordion door £ Door

Accouplement

Pairs of closely spaced
columns or pilasters:
typically the abacuses

of the capitals touch
each other without being
joined.

Acouplement
A B AR L B, FRAE (R K T AR
FARIEARES &

Achromatic
Having no color, a neutral such as black and white.

Achromatic

TR, FAEBIG, hZ ARPEE, flEafmn e,
Acorn ornament £l Ornament

Acoustic plaster
Plaster with a high degree of sound absorption.

Acoustic plaster
W FE R WP RE D SRR
Acoustical door £ Door

Acoustical tile £ Tile



Acropodium

An elevated pedestal
bearing a statue that is
raised above the sub-
structure.

Acropodium
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Acropolis

An elevated stronghold or
group of buildings serving
as a civic symbol: those of
ancient Greek cities usually
featured the temple of a
deity, such as at Athens.

Acropolis

Phk. ZEEmE2dg
HEHRE, ETRAIMRITE,
el AW EWF, eMhEw e
VAAHIE AT, EAnfemE gl

Acroteria

A pedestal for statues and
other ornaments placed
on the apex and the lower
angles of a pediment; or
often refers to the orna-
ment itself.

Acroteria
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Acrylic

A plastic which in solid form is rigid, clear, and
transparent.

Acrylic
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Acrylic fiber £ Plastic

Active solar energy

A method of using solar energy through collectors, or
requiring the use of electricity, as opposed to passive
solar energy, which uses only the fabric of the building.

Active solar energy
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Acute angle
Angle of less than 90 degrees.

Acute angle

Biff: T 90T HIFIE.
Acute arch £t £ Arch

Adams, Robert (1728-1792)

British architect; whose designs returned to the Classical
forms of antiquity, not their Renaissance-derived imita-
tions. Adams excelled in using the natural early Classical
forms in domestic settings.

Adams, Robert (1728~1792)
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Adams style

An architectural style (1728-1792) based on the work

of Robert Adam and his brothers, predominantly in
England and strongly influential in the United States and
elsewhere. It is characterized by a clarity of form, use of
color, subtle detailing, and unified schemes of interior
design. Basically Neoclassical, it adopted Neo-Gothic,
Egyptian, and Etruscan motifs.

Adams style
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Adaptive use

Changing an existing building to accommodate a new
function; the process may involve removal of some
existing building elements.

Adaptive use
ERER A (). BUEBUA BRI DE, X
— i B AT R AL Fi B — LI IR

Addition
Construction that increases the size of the original
structure by building outside the existing walls or roof.

Addition
e, 6B BB M SR TR 2 SN B LSS I A i SR
SHIAI A .

Addorsed

Animals or figures that are
placed back to back and
featured as decorative
sculpture over doors, in
pediments, medallions,
and other ornamental
devices.

Addorsed
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Adjacency

The placement of elements in a planning diagram,
ranked according to their importance and inter-
connections.

Adjacency
ks, TELFRIEZ & A ERMOME, IR EirE 2
FIAR R THEAT

Adler, Dankmar (1844-1900)

German-born engineer, moved to Chicago in 1854, and
became a partner of Louis H. Sullivan. The Auditorium
Building, Chicago (1886), was their first joint commission.
In 1889, the firm employed the young Frank Lloyd Wright.

Adler, Dankmar (1844 ~1900)
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Adobe

Large, roughly molded, sun-
dried clay units consisting
of varying sizes.

Adobe
Bt AHBCECHL, WA RES LB, 46 & R T,

Adobe brick £ Brick

Aedicule

A canopied niche flanked
by colonettes, intended as
a shelter for a statue or a
shrine; a door or window
framed by columns or
pilasters and crowned with
a pediment.

Aedicule

NS . AEA TG
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Aegricranes £[j| Ornament: animal forms
Aeolic capital £ Capital

Aerial photo-mosaic

A composite of aerial photographs depicting a portion of
the earth's surface; basic mapping information such as
the name of towns and cities is usually added.

Aerial photo-mosaic
FULA (8 2000 b BRI AOATATI PR IR 9 4 1, 3
AKEARBE(G B, Lhdn: SREA. Sl & RRsE,

Affleck, Raymond (1922-1989)

A Canadian architect whose best multipurpose building is
the Place Bonaventure, Montreal (1968), a vast complex
with many internal spaces, but overall becomes a forbid-
ding example of Brutalism.

Affleck, Raymond (1922-1989)
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Affronted

Figures or animals that are
placed facing each other,
as decorative features over
doors and in pediments.

Affronted

mxtif: iy A
A TAECE , (BT Bl
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A-frame

A house constructed of
wood, with a steep roof
that extends down from
the ridge to near the
foundations; the roof is
supported by a framework
in the shape of the capital
letter A.

A-frame

ARIFEE: AL HE S
DrF, A MR S (T
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Aggregate

Any of a variety of materials, such as sand and gravel,
added to a cement mixture to make concrete.

Aggregate
TRb AR — RN K DR T ARSI BE 1 b
Aty FORR A

Agora

An open public meeting place for assembly surrounded
by public buildings, or a marketplace in an ancient Greek
city: the Roman forum is a typical example.

Agora
I8 MFHESA I HEsiE, PO RTLA 2 SR,
HF A E AR AT R T, B A R ) -



Agraffe

The keystone section of
an arch, especially when
carved with a cartouche
or human face.

Agraffe

HeoaE sy FHER &%
5 | B A SR ST N
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Air-conditioning
Artificial ventilation with air at a controlled temperature
and humidity; often implies cooling and dehumidification.

Air-conditioning
o (R, 1R TR TN T A, L A A R
i}ﬁlfhnue

Air-inflated structures
Same as pneumatic structures.

Air-inflated structures
[ 5T P A T i A

Air lock

A lobby or small room with self-closing doors to allow
access between two other spaces while restricting the
amount of air exchanged between them.

Air lock
723 B I TRIT 8GE /bl BRE1IEr 20
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Aisle

The circulatory space flank-
ing and parallel to the nave
in a church, separated from
it by a row of columns: a
walkway between seats in a
theater, auditorium, or other
place of public assembly.

Aisle
s, Wi RTINS 2
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Alabaster £ [ Stone

Alberti, Leon Battista (1404-1472)

Italian Renaissance architect and author who designed
the marble facade of San Maria Novella, Florence
(1456-1470), which contains Classical details in an
otherwise Gothic church. From Vitruvius, via Alberti,
came the concept that buildings should be in proportion
to the human body, and all their dimensions related. In
1452, Alberti wrote De re Aedificatoria, the first architec-
tural treatise of the Renaissance.

Alberti, Leon Battista (1404~1472)

HE - EAEHTE - BURIASE: BARISCEE LN, 1%
T Tk 2 {E 5% 2 FI]E Novella (1456 ~ 1470) o (19 K B \[
M, R g AR AR i A & A oy B T SO AN
NG B B SRR BT AR BNV % 5 AR R LA ’fH
FeRT R ERB™ AR, 145245, PIRIASERS T CREBL5)
(De re Aedificatoria) , X /&3¢ 2 E IS — R & MliE X,

Alcove ) .
A small recessed space, connected to or opening directly
into a larger room.

Alcove
W5, BEf.
FE 1R H ik,
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Alhambra

One of the most exquisite,
elaborate, and richly orna-
mented of all Moorish
palaces in Spain; consist-
ing of a series of joined
pavilions with two great
courts set at right angles;
channels of water, linking
pools with fountains, add
to the overall effect.

Alhambra
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Alignment

An arrangement or adjust-
ment of forms or spaces
according to a specific line.

Alignment
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Allegory

A figurative representation
or sculpture in which the
meaning is conveyed by
the use of symbols.

Allegory
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Alley
A passageway providing access to a rear yard or central
courtyard.

Alley
/A )RR H O BE R I 3K
Altarpiece

A panel, sculpted or painted, situated above and behind
an altar.

Altarpiece
IR W, A ISR, T I R
Ja .

Alteration
Any physical change to an existing structure or building.

Alteration
o s BUA AR SR BT AT AR 1L

Alto-relievo £ Relief
Aluminum £ Metal
Aluminum door £ Door

Aluminum foil
A thin sheet of aluminum; commonly used for reflective
insulation.

Aluminum foil

R AR, T R A,

Amalaka
A type of capital found in Hindu architecture.

Amalaka
EN BERES p if—Fey ks,
Ambient lighting

The general background lighting, excluding the effects of
task lighting.

Ambient lighting
IEIRR. BeAT  R, BR T IR,
Ambulatory corridor

A passageway around the apse of a church, or for
walking around a shrine; the covered walk of a cloister.

Ambulatory corridor
Il SEIE P L d e I TR S B e 3 P T B 6 o s £
&R A TR [ R



Amenities
The activities provided by a facility regarding comfort and
convenience.

Amenities
i A Mrber sy h— 2 IR A LE NS RP iy RO A
HITE ) o

American Order

A capital resembling that of the Corinthian order, with
the acanthus leaves replaced with corncobs, corn ears,
and tobacco leaves; invented by Benjamin Latrobe for
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

American Order

ERAESL: — PR TR R R L, KRR,
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American School style

This style (1940-1959), characterized by the later work

of Frank Lloyd Wright and the early work of Bruce Goff,
represents the association of organic principles, such as:
relationship of the part to the whole, self-sufficiency,
rejection of tradition, freedom of expression, and passion
for the land.

American School style
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Amorini
In Renaissance architec- |
ture and derivatives, a
decorative sculpture or
painting, representing
chubby, usually naked
infants; also called putti.

Amorini

PRSI JUMESE . (ESC O LS R AT AR T, R
VP e e 2, SR IR A SR L R fi putt
(H B2,

Amorini




Amorphous

Those forms that do not
have a definite or specific
shape: or a distinctive crys-
talline, geometric, angular
or curvilinear structure.

Amorphous
ARdh A IBLEEEA BiE e
1 A e th 2R F 1 PR Ak

Amortizement

The sloping top portion of
a buttress, or projecting
pier that is designed to
shed water.

Amortizement

SORHIT: R BE TR o o5& B TR & ok e 58
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Amphiprostyle

A temple featuring porticos at both ends.

Amphiprostyle
S PR S A | RGO T 5

Amphitheater

A circular, semicircular, or
elliptical auditorium in
which a central arena is
surrounded by rising tiers
of seats; originally for the
exhibition of combat or
other public events.

Amphitheater
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Analglyph £ Relief

Anamorphic image

A distorted image that
must be viewed in a
special mirror in order to
become recognizable.




Anamorphic image
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Anchor

A metal device fastened
on the outside of a wall
and tied to the end of a
rod or metal strap con-
necting it with an opposite
wall, to prevent bulging;
often consisting of a fanci-
ful decorative design.

Anchor

W B TR
e 4 J@ Kotk -l = AT —
AFEsH 4 R O S 2
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Anchor bolt

A bolt with its head embedded in the structure; used to
attach a structural member, such as a sill to a foundation
wall.

Anchor bolt
GER, HbBIMEAR . S ERER AR S R R Rk, R RS,
Rk, LhandEb e B L.

Anchor plate

A metal plate on a wall
that holds the end of a
tie rod; used in masonry
construction.

Anchor plate

B 4R B B e R
B, 5 &4 AR, HRE
ATk,

Anchorage

A device used for permanently securing the ends of a
post-tensioned member, or for temporarily securing the
ends of a pre-tensioned member during hardening of the
concrete.

Anchorage
Bl L — T T A S 8 P S ke A (o e (TR LR A
ik v P S S sk A A 1

11

Ancone

A scrolled bracket or
console in classical archi-
tecture, which supports a
cornice or entablature
over a door or window.

Ancone
e S rh R ol B AE (R S ATE AHTE)
T S HE V6 s P e, (WA RIE)

Ando, Todao (1941-)

Internationally recognized Japanese architect; largely
self-educated, who founded his office in Osaka. He uses
traditional materials, vernacular style, and modern tech-
niques of construction. Works include Church of Light,
Osaka (1989); Japan Pavilion, Seville Expo (1992), and
Naoshima Contemporary Art Museum, Kagawa Prefec-
ture, Japan (1995).

Ando, Todao (1941~)

T HE: EPR AN QARSI ARk, T 1969 45
TERBREAT T 55 Al . (s AL GeR R, b7 AU FEL AR
HE A, MR FRBRI R E s (1989), FE4EFIIE
M2 HAE (1992), LK A AEASHBRACZA Y IHE
(1995),

Andrews, John (1933-)

Australian-born architect who made his name with
Scarborough College, University of Toronto (1964), a
megastructure using the raw materials and the chunky
forms of New Brutalism. He designed the George Gund
Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge (1972). He also
designed the CN Tower, Toronto (1975).



Andrews, John (1933~)

295 - REE HAETWRAFNE, PAZIE2 KRS0~k
& (Scarborough) “#RE i HE £, SEEFLRA THTHLER 35 LAY
EAREFIEA, KRB ENEIERIE R, ikt T SIFA
KAEWITRIG - WIS (Gund) 240 (1972), @ikit T £18£ CN
# (1975),

Angle brace £} Brace

Angle bracket

A bracket at an inside
corner of a cornice;
usually presenting two
perpendicular decor-
ative sides.

Angle bracket
RHEHE : HE0N

REFE R, G BA 5

FH LT LA R TR

i,

Angle buttress £ Buttress
Angle capital £ Capital

Angle cleat

A small bracket formed of
angle iron, which is used
to locate or support a
member of a structural
framework.

Angle cleat

SCPE . R A AR
B —Fp/NRIRIFESE, TR
Fe a3 S IHEZL R

Angle column £, Column

Angle iron
A steel section, either hot-rolled or cold-formed, con-
sisting of two legs, almost always at a right angle.

Angle iron
fek: — R0, AFLSA T, BRGNS L T A F
Angle joist

A joist running diagonally from an internal girder to the
corner intersection of two wall plates; used to support
the feet of hip rafters.

Angle joist
RHER . FER N PBAY KX 17 1 3 5595 14 19 2
A, TSR R I

Angle niche £ Niche

Angle of incidence
The angle that an incoming ray of light makes with the
reflective surface.

Angle of incidence

NS ASHIES RO Z RITE S A o

Angle of reflection

Angle that a reflected ray of light makes with the surface
that is reflecting it. The angle of reflection is the same as
the angle of incidence.

Angle of reflection
BRSO S AL Z RE B e Mo RS Fi T A
VApER

Angle post £ Post

Angle volute

One of the four corner
volutes of a Corinthian
capital; with an axis at
45 degrees to the face
of the abacus.

Angle volute

fin . PR
KA iz —, B
e 5 K TR R I
B 45,

Angled bay window £ 1 Window

Anglo Saxon architecture

The pre-Romanesque architecture (800-1066) of
England before the Norman; it is characterized by
its massive walls and round arches and by timber
prototypes later translated into stone.

Anglo Saxon architecture

TAG S BRI R
AR Z RISk 22 HA41 % T XU
HEFL (800~ 1066) , H /5 & Ak
R, L AL R AL
g5k, KR BIRHE. (WTE)
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