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Preface

The history of Soochow University today can be traced back to the
establishment of the former Soochow University (1900—1952), one of the earliest
universities in the country over a hundred years ago.

Amazingly, the first modern Western university in China wasn’t born into the
coastal metropolis like Shanghai which had been westernized much earlier, but
coincidentally in the ancient city of Suzhou which enjoyed great cultural profundity
and historical tradition. This amazing coincidence certainly inspired people to reflect
its inevitability. It was Suzhou’s traditional homage to culture and education that
nurtured an open field to a mission university from the West. It was also its
developed Imperial Civil Service culture that enabled a group of Suzhou elite
scholars to determinedly turn to Western learning for the survival and revival of the
nation after the humiliating Sino- Japanese war in 1894. Furthermore, it was the
non- coastal metropolis location that made Suzhou less commercialized during the
social transformational period and favored, with its rich cultural attainments, by
education pioneers. All these helped to create rare opportunities for an institution of
higher learning and its maturity.

The centennial history of Soochow University has witnessed mergence of
well-known institutions, assembly of the virtuous, and prosperity of attainments, and
continuation flows of historical development.  During the national reformation of
colleges in 1952, Southern Jiangsu Teachers’ College, very soon as Jiangsu Teachers’
College was formed on the mergence of the School of Liberal Arts and Science of
the former Soochow University, Southern Jiangsu College of Culture and Education
and the Department of Science of Jiangnan University. Soochow University was
renamed in 1982, and in 1995, 1997 and 2000 respectively, Suzhou College of
Sericulture, Suzhou Institute of Silk Textile Technology and Suzhou Medical College
were merged into Soochow University. With great changes, Soochow University in
the 21st century is renewing itself with each passing day for the peak of its
historical glory and bright future.

The book series are opening a demonstrative display of the centennial history
of Soochow University. 1t is sincerely hoped that the accumulation of culture, to
which historical memories and comments attached will provide readers a beneficial
review of the University.

Wang Zhuo-jun  Zhu Xiu-lin
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Foreword

Suzhou, which used to be the capital for the Wu Kingdom in the Spring and
Autumn Period, is a city of culture profundity with a history of more than 2500
years. It enjoys the repution as the paradise on earth in China.

More than a century ago, Soochow University, one of the first modern
institutions of higher learning in China, was established here, from which the
present university originated.

Just as the course of a river is carved out and given form by all that has moved
through it, so Soochow University is a product of many shaping events and people, a
place dear and near to us, but reforming itself each day, even though, during the
passage of over a hundred years, the name of the university has changed to Jiangsu
Teachers’ College, and later back to Soochow University. It is now listed in the top
100 key universities of the country in the 21st century.

Over the century, the faculties and students of Soochow University have been
diligent, pioneering, innovative and in pursuit of ceaseless self-improvement and
perfection.  More than 150,000 graduates started their dreams of life after their
academic pursuit here. Some of the most familiar names include deputy chairpersons
for the National People’s Congress (NPC) as Xu Deheng, Zhou Gucheng, Fei
Xiaotong, Lei Jieqiong and Sun Qimeng; the former Vice-president of the Central
People’s Government Li Jishen; the former Vice-president of China Rong Yiren;
deputy chairpersons for Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference(CPPCC)
as Zhao Puchu, Qian Weichang and Dong Yinchu. Some of the most striking figures
in contemporary China like Li Zhengdao, Tan Jiazhen, Liu Jiankang, Song
Hongzhao, Zheng Pijiang, Ni Zhengyu, Du Ziwei and Zha Liangyong have also
worked or studied here. It is impossible to list every shining star here who has
glorified the history of the university.

A Glimpse into the Century-Picture Collection of Soochow University provides
us a precious demonstration of the historical pictures of the university and the other
colleges later joining in. The high ideals, demanding standards and profound
academic culture are well illustrated through the photos which shaped the course of
development of Soochow University, a university of paradise.

Best wishes for Soochow University. Upon the historical foundation, it will be

even more successful and prosperous.
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Alma Huter

On the city’s enstern bovder, Reared against the sky, Proudly .~:.‘m-l~ our Alma Macer
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vl Hail to thee our Alma Mater Hail! Soochow! All Ma
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2. Cherished by thy sons forever
Memories sweet shall throng

Round our hearts, — Oh Alma Mater
As we sing our song,
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3. We will ever fondly love her
Live to spread her fame
Strive to make our lives add luster
To her glorious name.
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