ORLD CULTURAL

T ERYILRERE

BAEREDRE

DONGBA PAPER

ﬁ%

KB R R E A
EWH M % E LA




Pel 45 £ Jil 4 H (CIP )% $
RIS EHNSIGLT: RO KH

LGN ME. —RBH: = AREMR, 2007.8
ISBN 978-7-222-05131-7

1. Z... I.K... ILRZBEL-XF-TCHR-HRE. B
¥, H IV.H257.2

[ iR A B C TP A% 7 (2007) 551349065

B “E%B’JQJLI

i
IR A A EH AR AR
B Ak

[

k. E%ﬁiﬂiﬁiﬁ%6o9%
BR4%: 65003

pst: www. ynpph com. cn

E-mail: rmszbs@public. km. yn.cn
ET-ZE 889X 1194 1/48

[l 3

RRUX : 2008351)%%1%%10\@5]
ENRl: BHESEEGHSERAF
ISBN 978 —7-222-05131-7

Effr: 19.007C

HEAIEE. EEMITNRAEREENLEREENE, BEREXTHRRERIFR.
v:3 miE. (0871)4194864 4191604 4107628 (HBMI)






XAAS BRI M5 R TR R Z 1
S RO RORGTESCF M S, BRI
YNHETE S E W e AR e 2.4 031 5 P N
AL

KR —ATRH R, EADURKNE. B
HRBAOR BT 307 A%, &k A TR T
CTRIEHIERE . SO, sk

KRR SEBER T HELNT
g, ATt 2% HEAE.

KRR EGERALDINT, HAH—#
MO A TR 3 T AR SO AR B3k, 783 T
FVTAFA AR .

CWRNETIIMERI, T IR AT BRI
HEFE, SR RAMATTIARS Sy BN R S
AEJ7, kAR b3

CHIFEABEKTTM?

CORBRROGANBRF LIS
WXFEBODLET. BXFOBAZE
+HELHLTUET. BRAOEE
SENTT, BOXFREMNICOE U
EDDIZADET,

COAREEVATY ., BHOEL
HEXFEENSEHBL, FLEXTD
®2BhE04EE. Xk, BEALTT

CHhERBAETYE, TOBICIRE
LOBEABY, SATEH. 85T 5.
B EMTEES,

ChETLEY P2 TIRLLE
T, BRIZCEDbANSENI >
RECEXABRALE L1, BIHHE
BREARNSENTT,

CORRFFRI-EOIHIZRBTT
. XEOBEANATRTATEET, ®o
EEOBBALAYES, B DRNE
BRLET, L LEBSATLET,

What kind of book is this?

The book exhibits the ancient characters
by modern visual approaches, which reveals
charms of pictographs and perceptually inserts
the ancient characters into people's hearts by
using modern aesthetic approaches.

This is a book full of enchantments and
being worthwhile to ruminate over. The
pleasure of thoughts Is not only derived from
the literal, but also emanated from the hidden
life, culture and history behind the words.

This Is a practical book. It includes specific
dictionary for looking up, consulting and reference.

This Is a gift book, which completely reveals
and unscrambles Dongba language and culture in
a various way, permeated with unique spirit of
Lijlang.

This book is preparing for the children too;
for it can help them to learn the funny embryonic
forms of characters, enlightening their imaginations,
building up their ability of recognizing and
describing things, and making them love the

words and characters.
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Early Memory of Human Characters
What is Dongba Language?

Let's start with the question of “what is Dongba”.
"Dongba” means “smart man” who's capable of singing,
dancing, scripture, writing, history, painting and medication.
The title can only be granted in a hereditary way, and only
male is entifled fo inherit. There is no fullime “Dongba’;
they live as common people.
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It is said that they communicate with the gods, talk with
the ghosts; they keep the godhood in @ common life. A
genuine Dongba may have a heart of a new bom: native,
peaceful, clear-minded and modest.

This is Dongba language, the only living pictograph in
the world still in usage until now, which is exclusive for
Dongbas. The scriptures written in Dongba language have
been inscribed in the World Heritage List.

Dongba language was bom in Liiang, “Siiulujiu” in Naxi
dialect, means “marks on the stones and wood blocks”,
which also means “draw the stones and woods as long as
they see”. Until now, there are more than 2,000 Dongba
characters which have been collected out. Like oracle
bone inscriptions and ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, forms
and features of events are described by simple lines in
Dongba characters which cary the objective realities, for
instance, plants, animals and human acts. Compared with
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Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs (about 5,000 years) and
oracle bone inscriptions (about 3,000 years), Dongba
language is much younger (about 1,000 years); however,
the rest of pictographs, with only individual characters or
short fragments, have been collected as cultural relic in
museums. On the contrary, voluminous scriptures have
been witten in Dongba language, simuftaneously, the
language could be witten and used again and again
because the paper was invented and those scriptures
played an important role in religion. In addition, though
pronunciations of Dongba language and Naxi dialects are
same, the scriptures can be sung out in a certain tune
except augury scriptures. Therefore, people can not only
know how to read these hieroglyphs, but they can hear
how these hieroglyphs are sung out in a cadent way.
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During 1,000-year development, Dongba language
has experienced great changes. Ranging from marks on
the stones or wood blocks to paper witing, the language
itself can be reserved. The stationery used for Dongba
language wiiting like papers, pens and ink are very special.
Dongba paper is made of canescent wikstroemia, a
unique plant in Naxi area; affer several working procedures
the yellowish paper feels like cotton cloth. For paper itself is
slightly poisonous which is mothproof, the characters written
in hundred years ago are still colorful today, so it is called
“long life paper”. Dongbas always use self-made bamboo
pen and ink which is made from frying pan soot with bile.
Nowadays, bamboo-pen wiiting habits are still reserved,
paper-making craftsmanship is recollected. People can
not only buy the books printed by Dongba papers, but they
can have a try to make a piece of paper by themselves.
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Dongba language is utiized for recording scriptures.
Only Dongbas know it, the local people in Lijiang do not
understand it; however, if you are in Liiang now, you will be
impressed by this language everywhere.

The roadmaps, hotel names, menus, even foilets are
marked by Dongba characters, say nothing of thousands
of shops, and craftworks like sculptures, wind-bells,
omaments, T-shirts. It seems that you can only drift along
well by leaming Dongba language well. With many more
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people's concem, some craftsmen process the traditional
characters by exaggerating and transforming. Some
blessing words like “successfully complete the schooling”
and “being promoted step by step” appear in Dongba
characters,
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Not only the local people cherish the Dongba
language, but the scholars from more than 10 countries
had been to Liiang to study this language during 100
years. It is getting more and more popular to study
Dongba language:; the Japanese are the most infatuated,
they published relevant books, established Dongba
character database, wrote and appreciated Dongba
characters as calligraphies, they even put Dongba
characters on drink-packages.
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As a usual way of language development, some
believe that ideographic Dongba language which is hard
fo wiite, characters and pronunciations separating will be
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Replaced by the phonographic language like English. In
another way, compared with the dull phonographic
characters and words, ideographic characters are more
vivid and pellucid; Dongba language matches up with the
modem needs of direct and non-obstacle recognition,
many words no need fo be particular studied. When they
are used in signs and marks, which will have an affinity for
recognition, the character becomes a symbol of message
and goes beyond the language and nationality.
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Sense in a Vivid Way
——The Beauty of Dongba Language

People use characters, abstract symbols
everyday, what we concem are the meanings
behind the characters, and we neglect the
original forms of these characters. The
pictographs lively transmifted the meanings in a
simple and generalzed pattem; thousands of
years have passed, when we meet again with
those characters which vividly exist, we may stil
have a smile of understanding.

Dongba language seems as an enjoyable
impressionism painting. exaggerated, intrepid,
concise and delicate. it also seems as an old
enfant picture, childish but unconstrained. Those
characters are so vivid that you can guess out
the meanings by intuition; however, the hidden
meanings behind the characters are full of
imaginations and symbolism. This vivid
expression style reaches a high ream ----
meanings beyond the words.
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The image on the ieft hand stands for a man,on the
fight hand stands for a woman, and the middie"P”
refers both pronunciation and needle. Heart seems like
needie tip, piercing the sweet and pain; the distance
of it means the distance of love, which needs to be
revered and concerned. Like Chinese character

“4f " (Means “good” ), a man and a woman stay
together, then love is good or good is love?

The Naxis regard love as a belief; if people in love can
not stay together they will die for iove. They buy the
best wine, food and clothes, choose a nice place,
build a shed, and dance ali night long, then they dress
up and step on the road to the paradise of love. it
seems that life had been sub[irnored by love.
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