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Patricia Kulzer

When our first daughter arrived, I didn’t hesitate a minute to leave a successful
business career to devote myself fulltime to making a warm, loving home for a new
family. As the years moved on, I never regretted that decision. I genuinely enjoyed
my life as a wife, home maker, and mother. Besides creating a satisfying marriage
and cuddling the babies, home life held additional reward for me. I became an ac—
complished painter, plasterer, carpenter, and fix—it handy person. Repeated relocations,
due to my husband’s career, transformed me into an expert packer and expediter. My
artistic talents emerged as I sewed clothes for the children and accessorized one home
after another.

Fifteen years later, the life course I had chosen took an abrupt about—face when I
had to return to the business world and recreate my ability to earn a living outside the
home. Despite long—term counseling, communication with my husband had evaporated
and our marriage crumbled. Our lives, headed in different directions, resulted in a
long—drawn—out and very difficult divorce.

Not quite fully recovered from the divorce, I struggled terribly with the demands
of being a single parent of three active children. Two teenagers and a nine—year—old
managed to keep me forever working. Stretching available funds to extraordinary
lengths became a daily contest. Haunted by guilt, I watched the children do without so
much because I just couldn’t afford the extras anymore.

To provide sufficient one—on—one time and moral support for each of the chil—
dren became my most difficult challenge as a single parent. Time conflicts were all

too common. My cheerfulness, energy, and self—esteem eroded daily. Although I had
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