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Tie Ning, female, Hanese, born in September 1957, County Zhao,
Hebei Province,Joined the Communist Party in 1975. Now Chair-
person of Chinese Writers Association, alternative member of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party. first class literary writer.

Her representative works include the following:

Novels: The Gate of Roses, Lady in Bathes, Clumsy Flower; short
stories: Fragrant Snow, A Red Shirt Buttonless, Buttresses of Wheat,
How Long is Forever; prose collection: Women's White Nights, Per-
fection Faraway.

Tie Ning has received Luxun Literaturc Awards, Pan-China Short
Story Masterpieces Awards, Pan-China Medium-length Story Mas-

terpieces Awards and Zhuangzhongwen Literature Awards.
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Editor's Foreword

Mr. Wang Zengqi has compared the relationship between the writer and the critic to a
tree and its reflection in the lake. “The reflection is even clearer than the tree itself,” he
says. “The critic sees the texts more clearly than the writer. The critic is a mirror, or even
an amplifier which amplifies the very detail of the writer. The critic is supposed to help
the writer to know more about the writer himself. Whenever the writer has not yet been
definite, the critic is to make it definite. On the other hand, definition brings limitation. A
writer must set off to look for something new, something not definitely known, after he/
she gets that kind of definition. This is path breaking. The role of the critic is to give
impetus to the writer in his/her exploration and pursuit. The critic is indispensable to the
writer.

In my opinion, one of the important elements for Chinese literature to catch up with
the progress of the world literature is to build a free, healthy and proper way of criticism.
A writer's importance, as well as the meaning and value of his/her literary works, de-
pends upon the recognition, comprehension, study and description of a critic who has the
true vision.

I accidentally came across this book on Tie Ning, which is written by literary critic He
Shaojun. After reading it, I immediately phoned Mr. He to express my joyfulness as a
publisher man and a literary fan. This book has changed my view that China has no good
biography at present. Despite that it is not a formal biography, it clearly and truthfully
demonstrates a writer's feeling, thinking, experience and writing practice. More
importantly, the biography, which is based faithfully upon Tie Ning's works, is filled
with a warm flow of neat narrative and accurate comments. Those who are not interested
in literature, those who are not fond of reading novels and those who have not yet read
Tie Ning's works may not buy this book. But this book is very important to those who are
walking on the zigzag path of literature, especially those who are probing in the darkness
looking for the right and bright path of the literary world. It's the same for Tie Ning
herself. For a writer like Tie Ning who has already become the Chairperson of Chinese
Writers Association, the book is still helpful to her self-recognition and future creation,
which is also luckily realized by Tie Ning herself.

Right before this book was sent to print, Tie Ning said to me: “Impartially speaking,
writing this book is not an easy job, for it's so passionate as a literary work, so astringent
as a scholarly work, and so proper as a biography. It's an important part of the literature
concerning me. It's so deep and so responsible that it is tainted with nothing selfish and
nothing random. This is what we want for literary criticism.”

By the way, this book was written between the year 2002 and the year 2004. By that
time, Tie Ning hadn't become the Chairperson of the Chinese Writers Association. Is it
right to have this book published now? Both He aojun and Tie Ning had some hesita-
tion at first. But I'm a military man trained to be determined for a destination. So we
finally “won this battle”. In the meanwhile, Mr. He has carefully edited the whole book,
adding a lot of new content, which has been a great favour to me. What's more, this is a
book worth of recommendation, neither for one specific writer, nor for her official title,
but for the equality of us and, for the literary world we share in mutual.
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