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The Hui Cultural Relics in China
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The Hui ethnic minority people is an
important member of big Chinese multi —
nationality family. A large number of the
Hui cultural relics served as witness had
been left over in every respect and field of
social life by their ancestors one generation after another during the time when the Hui nationality came
into being and developed. So to collect and sort out these cultural relics throughout the country and then
to take an overall survey of them can be considered an important project in the historical and cultural
study of the Huis in China.

By a wide on—the —spot investigation and cooperation, the present book offers rich and varied
pictures and written materials of the Hui cultural relics from all regions where the Huis live. The Hui
cultural relics have been sorted out and classified in terms of architecture, chinaware, metal, engraving,
sculpture, document, inscription, painting, calligraphy and horizontal inscribed board. The typical cultural
relics of each sort have been introduced by stating their time, form, quality and decoration while their real
pictures are revealed. The development and artistic characteristics of each type of cultural relics are
elaborated at the very beginning of the part of this type. The Introduction of the book gives a detailed
discussion of the origin, change and features of the Huis in China and also deals with the exchange and
merging between traditional Chinese culture and Islamic culture through typical analysis.

For the first time from both time and space, the book totally reveals the remaining condition of
cultural relics from the Hui ancestors to major Hui regions of China in modern period. From the
perspective of cultural relic, it also inquires into the historical track along which the Hui culture has
developed against the background of the strong traditional Chinese culture and its exchange and merging
with the Western culture for a long time. Depending on abundant evidence, it illustrates that the Hui
culture in ancient China is a Chinese native national culture with the Islamism as its core and the
manifestations of the combination between traditional Chinese culture and Islamic culture as its main

features. The ancient Hui culture is a branch of Islamic cultural system as well as a part of Chinese multi—

culture. It is also an expression of the diversity and generosity of Chinese culture. The Huis and their
ancestors in Chinese history have done an important contribution to the development of the world
Islamic culture and traditional Chinese culture.

A great many pictures of the Hui cultural relics have been revealed in the book, and most of them
appear for the first time. Every picture is accompanied with an introduction, which is beneficial to the
popularization of the historical knowledge of the Hui cultural relics. The analysis of the characteristics of
all sort of Hui cultural relics and the approach to the regular pattern of cultural ferment of all ethnic
groups will also be beneficial to the academic research of the Huis and the cultural and historical

development of all Chinese nation.
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