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_Chapter One ,

A Brief Introduction to iBT

TOEFL Listening
HRERHEREAN

[

—.An Overview it &

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is an examination used to evaluate a nonnative
English speaker’s proficiency in the English language. Many North American colleges and universities, as
well as a large number of institutions, agencies, and programs, ask for official TOEFL score reports.
TOEFL score is also an important criterion when considering whether a foreign student is eligible to apply
for scholarships. Meanwhile, US embassy in China will refer to your TOEFL score when he or she makes
the decision whether to satisfy your visa application. Therefore, TOEFL is the first step that you must take
if you wish to study in the United States of America.

AR NMHSELBRARREFIERIFBREAG— ALK, RELXGRFURKS
M AR ERERTF BB HARNLAHT— AN RFERATAAR T ARES
HTERA RN, ABBEFTEAARARTRAEEGEZETIN AR MLIRFREA B
AR, pREBALREI LAAXRGE—F,

TOEFL test has undergone a series of changes. Before 1988, TOEFL test centered on knowledge and
language sub-skills. For example, the test measured how students knew facts about the language, their
vocabulary as well as their grammar knowledge. The test then belonged to discrete-point test for each item
tested something very specific such as an idiom in a vocabulary test. The test did not show how well
students could use the language in actual exchanging ideas and information. In the year of 1998, ETS
(Educational Testing Service) introduced a new kind of TOEFL test. That is computer-based test (CBT).
This test contained items which were designed to directly elicit the students abilities and skills in using the
language. It is a pity that CBT was not introduced in mainland China. Instead we used the old TOEFL test
format, that is paper and pencil-based test (PBT) . In September 2005, the TOEFL Internet-based test
(iBT) came into being. It was first used in the US and Canada. Then in August 2006, it was introduced
to China. The iBT TOEFL test is a totally new version of the TOEFL test. It is an internet-based test de-
livered in secure testing centers around the world. The new TOEFL test has the following characteristics:

HABERAZEEFRCBAT — AT, 1988 £¥, k¥ RXAEH o RfETEOR
5, WA, F XL RFEGBITR AL EAR S ERG TR, WG K EEAE—
Ao BHRERGT X, B DLRS S —ABEM—H A%, FELE, Mersdieth iRk
REBBTH-AFLOEFEEBRERLES, 2T 1998 5 ETS # th —H b Rk, AR
K (CBT), XAHKA GRS NEN S T MF 4 a8 T 69X B A o357 A4 B
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g, HH, CBT RREATEREIR AL —ANEE, A, AR &ANMDREL AN G 48 E KT
K, BPALRK, 200559 Adr A TEHMLBRE XRARLE, AL ARmFRELIL, AHL
B E XA TiEEARARA AL HORS CHELMXPORAFHELLER  XIHHUi
BEEAH LTS,

1. It can measure students’ ability to communicate successfully in an academic setting. The new test
will better measure what colleges and universities need to know: a prospective student’s ability to use
English in an academic setting. The new Speaking section evaluates a person’s ability to use spoken
English, and the new integrated Writing evaluates a person’s ability to combine and communicate about

information from more than one source.

BHEFREAERTRG AR LA T EF AR, AAFHPLBLEFOFBX
FTHENAEGT S8, AN FEAFRIR T HEZARENGRS, 2HG0ERSRLED
HEEFAGOBEARD EAGLENHHTRAFLGEARABFLGRES,

2. It reflects how language is really used. The new integrated tasks that combine more than one skill
are designed to reflect how people really use language. By preparing for the new TOEFL test, you will be
building the skills you need to use language in an academic setting and communicate with confidence.

BHERNEETARAENEAGHET TGRS £MELHMBRRE TR HME, LN
BBAREREHEREET AR, ARG &R P, RELEHFREF ALY
1% REE 0T, LA K RABTRIRG S,

3. It can keep up with the best practices in language learning and teaching. In the past, language
learning focused on learning about the language (especially gtammar), and students would receive high
scores on tests without having the ability to communicate. Now teachers and students understand the im-
portance of learning to use English to communicate, and activities that focus on communication and in-
tegrating skills are very popular in many English language programs.

BAEREGET S ETFIPREERFGEKIF AN R AL L B TFINECATH
EETHET(LARBER)  FALLTAARHETABE A HHATAARBGIHK AELIT
Ao ANAF KRR F T TR AXEFHBG TN MIARAERSEBETY AT, RMAU
HBAIR SR H LG EHLEARARIT,

The new TOEFL test consists of four sections: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. All
sections are taken on the same day, and the entire test is about four hours long. The test is not computer -
adaptive. Each test taker receives the same range of questions. Instructions for answering questions are
given within each section. There is no computer tutorial.

The following chart shows the range of questions and the timing for each section. The time limit for
each section varies according to the number of questions.

AL R OEIARY: Ak, h, 0EREH, EARSREFR—XZA, XXM AL
B KA AN B, A R R FAE B A K, A R 6 A T R — it
B, £TFMEOELALASRSE R, RAARS LM ALE,

TARAARMGEHAARERFH X E, FHRIrARHSREAEGHERE,

Test Section Number of Questions Timing
| Reading 3 -5 passages, 12 — 14 questions each 60 — 100 minutes
Listening 4 - 6 lectures, 6 questions each 60 - 90 minutes

2
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—

- 2 - 34(_:9nversations, 5 questions each o
Break 5 minutes ) N )
Speaking |6 tasks; 2 independent and 4 integrated 20 minutes
.. 1 integrated task 20 minutes
Writing 1 independent task 30 minutes
or I £ e aksi L L
Bl 3 3-SHXE BR12-14E8 60 - 100 4> %h
o 4-6 1P BAIUFE6HEE - BN
W - -
i 2 3ARHEEAAE S  so-somE
Y-S o saw
CmE 6 HE 2 EM B 4 EGR 2058
HiE | EBEA R XE 1AM TSRS 20 438k 30 4> 8P
The New TOEFL Score Scale
Listening 0-30 ]
Reading 0-30 o
Speaking 0-30 |
Writing 0-30 )
Total Score 0-120
Note: The total score is the sum of the four skill scores.
WitEINSH
Ui} 0-30
| Rt 0-30 ﬂ
0iE 0-30 i
) HE 0-30
B4 0-120

E: &40 4 Ry R AT h

R ERHER

The second section of the TOEFL iBT tests your understanding of spoken material and your ability to
answer questions about the conversations and lectures that you hear. It contains two conversations and four
lectures that take place in a university setting. (Some tests may also include an extra unscored conversation
or lecture. You as the test-taker will not know which will be unscored, so it is important to do well on all
of the conversations or lectures. ) After each conversation or lecture, there is a set of questions asking
about the information that was presented.

HiimE R EBHFSFRESOXARGEMAURSFHGPBEE LD ENRS, 2RO
BEAAEXFRAPH2ATERAARB(—EXMEF LS —ARHTHERRA KD
4 R 2B WA LR P EM, FABRR LA KT HRM), EFANFERH RS, MLT| th
— 6,

Skills that are tested in this section include the abilities to:

(1)understand the main idea or topic of the conversation or lecture

(2)understand supporting ideas and details of the conversation or leéture



o e Wb

(3)draw inferences

(4)identify the speaker’s purpose, method, and attitude

(5)recognize the relationship between parts of a lecture (cause and effect, comparison/ contrast,
chronological order, and so on)

(6)understand how the speaker’s intonation affects meaning

(7)analyze and categorize information in order to complete summaries and charts

RS R KL A5

(N EMERRAXELRENRSD

() EMEI R T AHAE @ T YRS

(3)rEs )

Q)P A)XFEAB S, FkA SSRGS
(S)RMABRPEENL RGN (ARX R LR/ AR EFF)
(6)EMEFEABE AR FEEHRS

(7) 2 ¥ A ] B RS

When you begin the Listening Section, you will see a computer screen with a photograph of a

test-taker wearing headphones. This screen will tell you to put on your headphones.

5o AR, RS AR R LA —AFAREFNGE N e, FRRESERGTIT

-

The next screen tells you how to change the volume by clicking on the volume icon on the toolbar.
Subsequently, you will see the directions screen. After you click on the Dismiss Directions button on the
toolbar, the Listening Section begins.

F—RAEN 4k MAdETIAA LG FERART X, RE, hHS4AHAELY
oA HMIES . BERBETIAZLHRNRARE , THHa EXF#,

Toolbar button(#1) tells you that you are taking the Listening Section. (You should already know
this! ) Button(#2) tells you the question number that you are working on as well as the total number of
questions you must answer in this section. Button(#3) is a clock that keeps track of the amount of time

you have to work on the Listening Section.

4
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IAF LR 1 SR REARTH ARSI K, B2 &7 R E A HMEGHE 5 LR
TARE TR SRMM R, B3 H— AR, BTN AT,

On the right side of the toolbar are the “Testing tools”. The volume button (#4) allows you to change
the volume an any time during the test. The Help button(#5) gives you the directions for the Listening
Section, however, it won’t give you any real help! After you have answered a question, you need to click
on the OK button (#6) to confirm your answer, and then on Next button(#7) to move to the next question.
You cannot go back to a previous question after you have confirmed your answer or listen to a talk a second
time.

AELRFGELR WXL BHEE(#A) AL RS T BhaE(#5) 2 RMT
NHGEHEHRT, R, EREREFK! ARAEL—AFIBE , RE &8 OK(#6) R A AL
HHER REHRT @SSO LM, EANLERS kA ADLA LA RERH
st =ik,

The Listening section of the iBT TOEFL is not computer-adaptive. In other words, the level of dif-
ficulty will not change according to your ability to answer the previous question.

#3eih K KT A S FA T HE AR, LU, KM R Mk R T = AT
—AE AR S AL,

You have twenty minutes in which to answer the questions. This does not include the time you spend
listening to conversations and lectures. You can take as long as you want to answer a question, as long as
you finish the entire section within the time limit. The entire Listening section (including time spent lis-
tening) will probably take you about sixty minutes to complete.

HEA 20 PG DEFI MM, X R QKT EFFRGNE, RBRTAERTN N
ALK, DEFA PG H R LR, EATHRS (LT ) T £ X2 60 54,

Conversations are dialogues between two people. One person is always a student. The other person

may be another student, a professor, a teaching assistant, a librarian, a university administrator, and so

on. These conversations take place on a college campus——in a dormitory, cafeteria, classroom building,
or a professor’s office. They deal with situations related to university life. They often deal with solving a
problem that one of the two people is having.

HiERBAAZLAGEE, R —ABERARE, FIO— AN FL £ K BH
BOFRERITHARFY, BENEHRALARFREA—ARS, L, HFRI TR
HREF AEGAEHERSRFAGEEAXA BTN X TMRELLER T~ 254 1t
=1 #

You will first see a photograph that shows the speakers and sets the scene for you. However, the
picture will not help you answer the questions.

BREARLAH—BER, LEHARREEARRTEHFE, 2L BEBHEHFRAREFHE
P,

At the same time that the picture appears, you will hear the narrator say, “Listen to a conversation
between x x x and x x x.  the photograph will remain on the screen while you listen to the conver-
sation. Conversations last two to three minutes, and there are from twelve to twenty-five exchanges be-
tween the two speakers. Conversations are followed by a set of five questions. You will not see the

questions until the conversation is over.
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Section
Exit

ABA AR, R E MR AL, F—ALTF x x x M x x xWXEF, "ERGXE
MRS, EABAELEFAERR L HE—RA 2308 HiE50A 2~25 REH . NHERAH
SAEI M, sFiEERE AR TAK B F M,

Below the photograph on your computer screen you will see a time bar that tells you approximately
how much longer the conversation will last. A line in the time bar moves from left to right as the con-
versation progresses. The time bar on the screen in the middle, for example, indicates that the conver-
sation is about half way over.

ERERBAGT A hELAN—AiEE, EQEFHEORSKE, EHAFFA—F4&,
CEMANEHRITREREELS S, Flie, R A& PHESH B —F, IRER 2520
T—#7,

Lectures place in a classroom and are usually given by a professor. Lectures may be monologues (one
speaker) or academic discussions involving the professor and one or more students. They involve a wide
variety of academic subjects: anthropology, biology, history, literature, chemistry, psychology, and so
on. Lectures last five to six minutes and are about 500 to 800 word long.

WEAFKTOHE, HEARER—ERE, AETARREG (—AMA)ERARMRAFSAFLES
505Kt RAZTFAREMB AR 49 /it LF 4F CEFEF HEKAN S—
6 541, K4 4 500—800 A~18), #lde:

You will first see a screen that identifies the type of class in which the lecture is given.

BIOLOGY

You will then see a photograph of a professor lecturing or having a discussion with a class. The
narrator will say, “Listen to a lecture in a biology class” or “Listen to a discussion in a psychology class. "
Again there is a time bar below the photo that tells you approximately how much longer the lecture will last.

In many of the lectures you will see a “blackboard screen” that presents specialized vocabulary from
the lecture the kinds of terms a professor might write on a board during a class. Test questions are not
about the information on the blackboards, so try not to get too distracted by the words.

Sometimes you will also see a photograph, drawing, map, or chart related to the lecture.

In the Listening Section of the TOEFL iBT, conversations and lectures do not sound as if they are

being read aloud by actors. The speakers sound “authentic "—like people actually having conversations or

6
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Astronomy

Halley’s Comet

giving lectures. This authentic language may include the following features:
EFARE ,FAHRBEIRA TR, EMNBEHRTHAE:
(1) Polite interruptions #L§2.374L
Professor
Okay, let’s move on to the topic of ...
Student
Excuse me, Professor Wade, but could we go over that last point one more time?
(2) Mistakes and corrections 4% fo #| JE

Professor

Unlike most drums, tympani produce a definite pitch when struck. It was in the sixteenth century that
they became a common feature of the classical orchestra. Wait. No, it was in the. .., uh, 1600, in

the seventeenth century, I should have said.
(3) Hesitations and repetitions R & fo & ¥
Student

Professor Jackson, excuse me, let me get this straight. You said that in the Canadian parliament,

7
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that the..., umm, Senate was the upper house but..., uh, that the House of Commons uhhh
(pause) that the House of Commons, the lower house, actually has more power?
Professor
That’s right. In practice, the House of Commons is the dominant branch of Parliament.
(4) Digressions & #
Professor
There are plenty of good reasons why New York City became the financial center of the country. Of
course, it’s not just finance. New York is a cultural center, an artistic center. I mean, if you want
to see a good play, if you want to go to a good museum, then you go to New York, right?
But anyway, one reason it became a financial center is that. . .
(5) Reduced speech &%,
Student A
So are you gonna sign up for Professor Kimble’s sociology class?
Student B
I guess. I've gotta take at least one more social science class.
(Gonna is the reduced form of “going to. " Gotta is the reduced form of “got to. )
(6) Sentence fragments 4] F 4%
Professor

William Blake. A great poet. At least in my opinion.

Most of the speakers will have standard American accents. However, some speakers may have a
regional U. S. accent (southern U. S. or New England, for example) or an accent from another Eng-
lish-speaking country (the U. K, Canada, Australia, India, or New Zealand, for example).

KEBAFHOAFAKRARRoF A A 2RFFLHARNRRRT O FIXERER
xod,

The chart below shows you the kinds of questions that are typically asked about the conversations and

the lectures.

1. Standard Multiple-Choice Listening Questions

PRABTHPIMESR

Type of question Explanation Example Probable number per test
Main-Topic These ask you what What is the main topic of lor2
Questions subject the conversation | this conversation?

or lecture is generally What is the primary topic

about. of this lecture?
ﬁ;in-%mse These ask you why, in Why is the man/woman 1or2
Questions general, the speakers are | talking to the professor?

having the conversation
or why the lecture is

being given.

What is the main point of

this lecture?
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Factual These ask you about What does the speaker 121018
Questions supporting ideas or say about ____?
details mentioned in the | According to the
conversation or lecture. professor, where does
?
According to the lecture,
why does ?
mmﬁﬁegativ; | These ask which of the According to the lecture, 24
Factual answer choices is not which of the following is
Questions true, according to NOT true?
information given in the | Which of the following is
conversation or lecture, or| NOT mentioned in the lecture?
what information is not
mentioned in the passage.
Inference These ask you to draw What does the man/woman "~ 35
Questions conclusions based on imply about ____?
information given in the |What can be inferred about
conversations or lectures. | _____ from the lecture?
Purposéw These ask you why a Why does the professor 2w4
Questions speaker mentions some mention ?
point in the conversation
or lecture.
——wiiethod These ask you to explain | How does the speaker 1t02
Questions how the speaker explains | explain the concept of
or accomplishes ?
something in the passage. | How does the professor
introduce the idea of
— 7
Attitude These ask you how the What does the speaker 1t02
Questions speaker feels or thinks say about ______?
about a certain issue, What is the professor’s
idea, or person. opinionof ____?

To answer standard multiple-choice questions, you simply click on the oval next to the answer choice
that you believe is correct, or on the choice itself. This will make the oval appear dark. You then click
OK, followed by the Next.

II. Other Types of Listening Questions Jt & % %4 o /7 8
Some listening questions have special directions, as described as follows:
1. Questions with Multiple Answers — 5] $ & M

Some factual and negative factual questions have two or even three (out of five) answers. You must
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click on two or three answers before you continue. These questions have boxes rather than ovals next to the
answer choices, and when you click on each choice, the box is not completely blackened. Instead, an X
appears in the box. You have to mark two (or three) choices hefore you can continue to the next question.

—EFIMEPTEAFIMLA 23 (FRBE S MAERAREBRT 23 AL R4t Tl
G, FEPROERAAFRAFT RO RAMEAR T HA, SEBETEHEAFRBEH, FRHFRL
AHRLIE, A, FRESHAFEX, KERT 23 ARABL A TEHET—AFHM,

Which of the following are the most likely sites for active volcanoes?

Choose two answers

[ X1 The Pacific Rim

[ 1 The Atlantic Basin

[ X] The Mediterranean Belt

| ] Central Asia

According to the professor, which of the following persons became presidents of the United States?

Choose three answers

[ X] Thomas Jefferson

[ 1 Samuel Adams

[ X] James Madison

[ X1 John Quincy Adams

[ 1 Benjamin Franklin

There will probably be three to five questions with multiple answers in each Listening Section.

HBEFHNRMEH1~5E—Fl $iLH,

2. Replay Questions =K %7 5 #

Some questions first replay a short portion of the conversation and lecture and then ask you a question
about what you hear. These questions usually ask you what the speaker meant or why that speaker made a
comment. Replay questions require you to go beyond the literal meaning of statements in the talk. The
meaning of the expression may depend on the speaker’s intonation or tone of veice. These questions are
marked with a headphones icon.

stFHLFM, BERA—PRAERFENE, KEHRAF] — A M, X5 5 Ml AL 5]
htEEREATHBAAEEFRGRE, RN EMR LR T RESAG T2 & R T 50
ZEHTHRERRBAFFGELEN, KLAMFARINNOHET,

You see a screen on your computer that says:

Listen again to part of the conversation/lecture.

Then answer the question.

Professor
So, I dont have to go over that again, do I?
What does the professor mean when she says this?
0 She thinks the students understand the point.
0 She doesn’t think this is an important point.

0 She doesn’t have enough time to review the point now.

10
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0 She thinks this point is especially difficult to explain.
There will probably be four to six replay questions in each Listening Section
BETHZMER 4-6 N2 RFTEM,
3. Matching Questions &2} 8
Matching questions ask you to match characteristics or specific information with general categories.
Rt M ER G FHHIEXRAFEX S HBE LA,
Match the animal with the appropriate category:
A. Bear B. Frog C. Snake

Amphibian Reptile Mammal
B. Frog '

To answer this type of question, you simply click on each answer choice and then drag and drop it
into the appropriate box.

There will probably be one or two matching questions per Listening Section.

HEXENE, A TALBRBIETERAARGUARLRSLET L FREFHAXMALH 1—
2 ANBLRT M

4. Ordering Questions #t /-8

Ordering questions ask you to put four (or sometimes three) events or steps into the correct order.

HABEREE 4N (B3 AD)FHEITREFEANA,

The professor describes the process by which a tornado forms. Put these steps of the process in the
correct order.

A. Warm air rises quickly, pulling more warm air behind it.

B. Masses of cool air meet warm, humid air.

C. In-rushing air begins to rotate, forming a funnel cloud.

D. A zone of thunderstorm clouds develops.

B. Masses of cool air meet warm, humid air.

1.
2
3.
4

To answer these questions, you first click on the A, B, C, or D answer choice, then put in the box

where you think it belongs.

There will probably be one or two ordering questions per Listening Section.

BEXAFM, HARELEETABCDARKRERENAARENLI L, XK HKM
641 ~2 BHAM,

5. Complete-the-Chart Questions 3 A8

Complete-the-chart questions test your ability to classify information or to determine whether or not

points are made in a lecture. They ask you to complete charts that summarize all or part of a lecture.
RABMERGEETEAFEARATEEGRN  RERFAEHRERE RERAT
Bk

In this lecture, the professor describes mature soil. Indicate whether each of the following is a




