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Abstract

Besides studying the spatial pattern of the city of Wuhan in different levels and revealing
its spatial formation, development, evolution rules and spatial characteristics, the thesis also
aims to provide dependable evidence for relics preservation in the course of the city
construction and reconstruction, by basing the studies on the collection and analysis of
historical materials, such as chorography, city construction plan, the maps of different time
and so on, and applying to theories of city geography, culture geography, social economics,

city planning, architecture and other relative subjects.
1 Factors Attributable to City Spatial Expansion and Its Characteristics

Many factors can be attributed to spatial expansion of Wuhan city. When some of them
prove to be the direct motive power of city growth and expansion, others are decisive in its
direction, which include the natural condition of a city, social, political, economic factors,
international circumstances, industrial development, transportation and city planning. All the
factors work together to decide the city expansion and its direction. Due to Yangtze River and
Hanjiang River, the Wuhan city is divided into 3 parts, with each part developing relatively
independently and their influential factors differing; consequently, each town has typical
characteristics of itself.

(1)the characteristics of expansion in town of Hankou

‘ Because of the leased territory created by foreigners in modern times and the role Yangtze
River playing in transportation, the town of Hankou expanded itself in the shape of a belt.
With the construction of Jinghan Railway, the industrial development of the city and the
growth of population, the city expanded into the hinterland and along the Jinghan Railway at
later times. The city did not only expand in the horizontal Jevel but also in the upper level.

(2) the characteristics of expansion in town of Hanyang

At the end of Qing Dynasty, industry boomed in Hanyang and the city expanded outside
the city wall; at the same time, due to the growing population, the city expanded
continuously outside the West Gate. ‘

(3)the characteristics of expansion in town of Wuchang

The modermn town of Wuchang witnessed the construction of a lot of government-run
enterprises and schools. Because of the rapid growth of population, the city expanded north
along the Yangtze River outside the city wall. Later, the city developed along the Wuluo
Road.

The common characteristics of the three towns are that when the ‘city developed to a
certain degree, it would break through the city wall and continued to expand along the

waterway ; the city went on expanding with roads and railways as its development axles.
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2 The Multiplicity of Public Space in Modern City of Wuhan

The public space in modern city of Wuhan has experienced the transformation from the
traditional to the modern times. Different types of public space result from different factors;
even the same type of public space differ in its pattern. The details of my study are as the

following.
(1) the variety of the road system in modern city of Wuhan and the spatial changes of

the streets

Before the modern times, the road system of town of Hankou was closely related to port
handling river cargo, commercial transportation and trade. The streets in the old town of
Hankou were parallel with or vertical to Hanjiang River and Yangtze River, and its system
displayed as long pattern net; besides, being influenced by the conjunction of Hanjiang River
and Yangtze River, some part were irregular. In modern leased territory of town of Hankou,
the road system was in the shape of pattern net, but at the same time, tilted road inserted in
French and Russian leased territory and radioactive road took shape, in its initial degree. The
road spread most intensively in Japanese leased territory, and the roads of different parts were
connected to yet independent of each other. In the newly built city communities, the road
system modeled itself on that of leased territory in the shape of pattern net.

The pattern of road system in modern Hanyang and Wuchang is characterized with the
traditional road system of a city, with main streets cross themselves in the shape of T in front
of the government hall, with north-south or east-west roads and pattern net as its inner road
system structure. The roads out of the town developed naturally, irregular in shape, for some
of the roads extended out of the city and with the development of the communities there, roads
along the main streets developed into branches, while others were decided by the trend of
Yangtze River and Hanjiang River, either parallel with or vertical to them.

Before the modern times came, the streets Spaces in Wuhan were basically narrow and
mostly 3 meters in width, some of them were 5 to 6 meters wide and the widest was within 11
meters, with no division between lanes and pavement. The streets in leased territory were as
wide as 12 to 15 meters with separated lanes and pavement and equipped with drainage system
with iron pipes, cover plates and open drains. Apart from that, there were greenbelts and
pavement along the river on Yanjiang Avenue. The construction of city road in Wuhan
between 1905 to 1923 modeled itself on roads in leased territory with the width of the roads at
12 meters and after 1927, the newly built roads were as wide as 30 meters to meet the

predictable demand of vehicle transportation.

In modern times, spaces for large-scaled activities appeared in Wuhan, by the name of
square. The earliest square is Yuemachang Square, which took shape on the basis of drill
ground in Qing Dynasty. In 1906, the Luhan Railway was constructed and open to traffic;

meanwhile, the square in front of the Dazhimen Railway Station was also put to use, which

was a typical transportation square.



(2) traditional and new leisure public spaces coexist in Wuhan

The new leisure public space is mainly influenced by foreign cultures of lease territory.
The earliest ones are avenue along the river in lease territory, Haiguang Garden in the nature
of residential greenbelt built in 1871, and Hankouxishang racecourse built in 1904. At the
beginning of 20th century, Chinese built new leisure public space, such as Hankouhuashang
racecourse in European style (1907), historical Shouyi Park in Wuchang (1923 ),
Zhongshan Park in Hankou (1927), the garden before the government hall in Hankou
(1929) and so on, all of which are characterized with the Western as well as Chinese garden

style.

3  The Changes in Spatial Texture in Modern City of Wuhan and Its

Factors

The modern city of Wuhan is rich in spatial texture changes with Hankou, Hanyang and
Wuchang, respectively representing different spatial texture characteristics. There are
traditional ones and modern commercial ones and at the same time, the spatial texture
characteristics also display difference in each community. Many reasons contribute to different
spatial texture characterstics, such as policy and regulation, geographical circumstances,
transportation,, commercial economics, customs of different countries and new residential
pattern and so on. The spaces correspond to different classes and different functions of the
city.

The changes in spatial texture always happen in areas with obvious boundary lines; for

example, areas beyond city wall, city moat and railway display apparent changes in its spatial

texture.
4 The Shift of Modern City Center of Wuhan and Its Rules

City center is an important aspect in the city space study, for its form 1s the major part of
the spatial pattern and therefore, the shift of a city center will greatly influence on the city
spatial pattern. Being divided by Yangtze River and Hanjiang River, the three towns are
independent to a certain degree. Hankou focuses on commerce, and its commercial center is
the core of the town. Modern commerce center of Hankou first appeared in the old city of
Huajie; later, because of the construction of leased territory and the expansion of the city,
the modern commercial center of Hankou has shifted to Jianghan Road, Liudugiao and
Zhongshan Road.

At the end of the Qing Dynasty, the town of Hanyang became the seat of Hanyang
government and Hanyang County, with administrative building in the north of the main street,
which , obviously, was the administrative center of the town of Hanyang. In 1926, the county
of Hanyang was incorporated into the city of Hankou and in 1930, Hankou was established as
a special city and Hanyang, with its urban and suburban areas was added to Hanyang

County. Consequently, the city of Hanyang was relegated to a secondary position from an
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important administrative center and shrank accordingly.

In Qing Dynasty, Wuchang Government was built in the city of Wuchang, in charge of 9
counties and a state, with Jiangxia County and Wuchang County included. Other
administrative institutions pervaded the city of Wuchang and it was surely the center of
administration with Chayuanpo Street and Fuyuan Street as its core. In the period of People’
s Nation, Wuchang was the capital of Hubei Province and in 1930, the administrative center
was shifted to the east of the city. The modern commercial center of Wuchang developed along
Zhimaling Street and Chang Street, with little changes in its geographical locations, but larger
in scale than in the past; meanwhile, concentrative commercial space began to appear.

According to analysis, the shift of city center is related to the changes of city
development, policy and the transportation; at the same time, the spatial pattern of the city’

s commercial center also undergoes some changes.

5  Varieties in City Spaces Brought about by Rich Types of Modern
Architecture

Under the influence of foreign cultures, modern city of Wuhan displays multiple cultural
styles in architecture, such as European classicism, Baroque and a combination of Chinese
and Western style. At the same time, it creates the rich city view and represents the

characteristics of Wuhan city of its toleration and richness.
6 History View in Today City Construction and Transformation

Today, the scale and speed of the development of a city has greatly surpassed the modern

times, but it is worthy of introspection on the destruction of natural and cultural relics during

the course of city development in modern times.
The transformation of Wuhan city should be based on the preservation of the present city
special pattems. Only by preserving its historical traits during the course of development, can

the city special pattern and city view of unique feature be created.
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