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Our taxi had
aflat tire

Four girls went to school every
day by taxi.
One day one of the girls said,
"There's a test this morning. Let's
get to school late. Then we won't
have to take the test."
"What can we tell the teacher?" one of the
girls said. "He'll be angry. We'll need a good

The girls thought for several moments, then one of them said, "Let's
tell him that our taxi had a flat tire."

"That's a good idea," the other girls said. "We'll tell him that."

They arrived at school an hour later. The test was finished.

"Why are you late?" the teacher aske(i;';!'You missed the test."

"Our taxlhadaﬂat tire,” one of the girls said:. ' '

The teacher thought for a momént, then he said, "Sit down, one of
you in each corner of the room."

The four girls did this.

Then the teacher said, "Write the answer to this question on-a piece
of paper: Which tire was flat?" Yt i



l ﬁ NEW.WORDS

LN ERRE

angry adj. feeling or showing anger 4: <[ ; &Y
e.g. I'm very angry with them. AEH A<

excuse n. a reason given when you ask someone to forgive you for a
mistake or bad behaviour & [ ; By

e.g. Have you any excuse for not finishing the work on time?

WRBHT SE R TAE , At AR ?

flat tire a tire or ball that has no air or not enough air in it &/
e.g. The taxi stopped for having a flat tire. HFH% i THEIGIE T T k.

finish v. end 453

e.g. The game finished at four o'clock. HFEPU A 45

I @S USAGE

Lb AR
 » Excuse ]

BEH, WAL ZIR B T B0 (excuse) BETEIH,
Excuse HRMAE,
® excuse ov.
FITE “Excuse me.” )9, “s” Z&F K /2,
#l: Please excuse me, I have to go to the bathroom.
FFBB RGERRT.,

Excuse me, could you tell me the time?
AU AR VR IR BIAE LA T g7



® excuse n. e,

AR BB T, S RN I,

\ #i: Do you have a good excuse for being late?

® WA A 26 R R h AR R B i SR g 7

~ Every day she thinks of a new excuse to tell her teacher.
B2 GRIBHE S BRI

FIWF cxcuse ERMREEZRERA, ERE FA R THE, B L RRET,

\ a. She has a new excuse every day.
b. That's the strangest excuse I've ever heard.
c. Please excuse my brother, he is not very polite.

d. Excuse me for being so late.
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A. How did the girls go to school every day?

SHORT STORIES

a. by bus

b. by taxi

¢. by train

d. they walked

5. Why did the girls want to be late for school?

a. They did not like school.

b. They wanted to go shopping.

¢. They had not done their homework.
d. They did not want to take a test.

(. What was the girls' excuse for being late?

a. They got up late.

b. They could not get a taxi.
c. Their taxi had a flat tire.
d. They forgot the time.

DD. Why couldn't the girls correctly answer the teacher's question?

a. They couldn't remember which tire was flat.
b. There wasn't a flat tire.

¢. They each gave a different answer.

d. All four tires were flat.

2 R(e)Bl(h) s () 8l(d) WA BN DT

a. The girls did not ® ® e. which of the taxi's tires
want was flat.

b. The girls arrived ® ® f. after the test had finished.
at school

c. "Our taxi was late ® L g. it had a flat tire," one of
because the girls said.

d. The teacher asked ® ® h. to take a test.
them



3 HETIAFHZEALRENELHIR,

a. Four girls to school every day by taxi.

b. They did not want to a test so they arrived at school late.
¢. They the teacher their taxi had a flat tire.

d. He did not them and asked them which tire was flat.
e. They could not this question.

4 EERRH TFIRNE X,

a. early

b. pleased
¢. started
d. bad

S ENANSEFE,EZHAREPHER,

a. tlea

b. swa

c. teka
d. era

6 AEERHRBLHIUN,

a. Will I fail my test if I do that?
b. I said "back up," not "turn left."
c. That's the fifth time I've done that this week.
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The Hole in the Ground

At night | fill the hole
with waterll

There was once a farmer who

lived near a road.
It was not a busy road, but from
' time to time, cars passed the farm.
Near the farm gate, there was a
large hole in the road.
This hole was always full of water, and the
drivers of the cars could not see how deep the hole was.
They thought it was probably shallow.
Then when they drove into the hole, they could not drive out because
it was so deep.
The farmer did not-spend much time working on his farm. He spent
most of it watchmg the hole.
When a car drove int 1t,: he pulled the car out with h.ls tractor and

, "’che farmer sa1d "I dont pull car 01; f the hole-at night.
i eﬁll the hoie w;th water BN ,
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deep adj. going down a long way ¥
e.g. How deep is the river? X &AL %7

shallow adj. of little depth & #Y
e.g. The sea is shallow here. X B i K IRIR .

tractor n. HEHIHL
e.g. Farmers use the tractor to plough. 7 B FfEHr HL8kH .

charge v. to ask money for something 2% ; it 5%
e.g. He only charged me 8 yuan for the book. X4~ E ML 8 TG4k

fill ». make or become full 33 ; 2& 1k
e.g. 1 was filled with admiration. &AL 75 T 5.
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deep(3%1#) — shallow(# )
night(% ) — day(F1X)



EEJLAR XA, g |
cold(%#) — hot(##9) tall(Biky) — short(&Ef)
fat(Bh9) — thin(H)  clean(F#hY) — dirty(iE)

[ * charge _

ZhiA charge BA“KE, TN o
#: How much do you charge for a haircut?
‘ R RZVET
The taxi driver charged me $50!
L FAPLERAT 50 £IT!

o ENSEEDSE:
EEHTIRMNRE XA,

a. happy

b. stupid

c. interesting
d. slow

e . beautiful
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A.

2 A

a.

b.

d.

Where did the farmer live?
a. near a road

b. in a hole in the road

c. in a large car

d. under a tractor

13. Many cars went into the hole because the drivers

a. were going too fast to stop.

b. did not see the hole.

c. did not know the hole was very deep.
d. liked driving through water.

". What did the farmer do all day?

a. pulled cars out of the hole in the road
b. filled the hole with water

c. laughed at the drivers of the cars

d. worked on his farm

. How did the farmer make money?

a. from growing things

b. from selling water

¢. from pulling cars out of the hole
d. from filling the hole with water

VBl (h)FER (2)B)(d) M AEER AT,

The road was not ® ® e. that was always
busy but full of water.
There wasaholein @ ® f. pulling them out
the road of the hole.

. Many drivers drove  ® ® g. cars passed from
into the hole because time to time.
The farmer charged  ® ® h. they did not know
people for it was deep.



3 ETIAFHZELENELMIE,

a. There was a hole aroad near a farm.

b. This hole was always ; of water.

¢. Many cars drove into hole.

d. A farmer charged the to pull them out of the hole with
his tractor.

e. At night he the hole with water.

4 NEEh&H TIRNR X,

a. far

b. never

¢. shallow
d. a little

5 A— AN REZETIEE,
a. Who lived near a road?
b. What was in the road?
¢. What was it always full of ?
d. What drove into it?
e. What did the farmer pull them out with?
f. What did he charge the drivers a lot of?
g. What did he fill the hole with at night?

6 THM—IEERERIEENER?




&> CHINESE VERSION

o EXCRA

-

AR

Bt i B — AR
BRI BB, (R A 7 2,
AT A
S A T K, AU AR K IO 20, TR T AR |
RSB SURRA T  FRSAT . |
| R HRAEAI TSR IE K B k650 T 2ERT 235 |
| AT A LN, AR A AR R , SR B B R — ;
|
|
|

— R, — AR R B R A DL, AR TE, 7
| A TRREVE UL IR BRI, RAFEST A K,




