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Suzhou Lion Mountain
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Landscape design company: BAU Brearley Architects and Urbanists
Designer: James Brearley , Yan Han

Client: Suzhou Gaoxin district planning bureau

Design date: Jun. 2006

Project location: Suzhou Gaoxin district

Landscape area: 37,000m2

Greening rate: 27%

Plot ratio: 2.3

Programs: District commercial and cultural centre,including:shopping mall,offices,cinemas,community, centre, small retail, park, plaza,

hotel, service apartments, soho (single occupant home office).
FEWRFTEA. BAUBR S MIRITESFT
A&ETER. James Brearley , =4
FRA: HAHNSHEXAKD
RRETEER]. 200646 5
EEME: AMNTeHX
S#HmEAE. 37 000 F 75
BILE. 27%
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The context is complex: Lion Mountain is located 200m northern apart from
the site; There is an existing park on the E N corner of the site; Two canals
pass through the site, N S and E_ W directions; The opposite is a proposed city
commercial belt which leads to the northern commercial centre; The metro
emerges out of the centre of the south edge of the site.

The proposed scheme creates a public green network connecting the existing
park and canals, with strong relationship with Lion Mountain. The lineal public
plaza points to Lion Mountain. Together with the green pedestrian net these
form the backbone of the scheme. The community centre is located at the
intersection of the two canals, which connects the eastern metro station plaza
and the western public plaza. Small scale commercial along the bridge building
and large public steps help maximize the effect of this anchor building.

A green promenade links the site to Lion Mountain to the north, extending the
city’s public green space.

One side of this lineal plaza is a continuous tent roof structure, which provides
the city with a great shelter space and landmark. The other side of this plaza is
a building podium with colonnade and courtyard, which provides people with
a comfortable walking environment. The plaza is likely to become the cities
dining room, highly active, day and night.

The community centre building is located in the centre of this site. It connects
the eastern metro station plaza and the western lineal plaza with great steps and
bridge buildings, which provide people with convenience of a walking route and
a promenade along the northern river edge.
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Ksoho (MAREE—HE)

The birds eyes view from lion mountain locates on the north of the site, which
shows clearly a boulevard axis pointing to lion mountain (land mark of this
area) and a small scale public commercial belt together with a lineal public
plaza with half it’s area under a continuous tent roof structure, which forms an
active public space and provides high potential for different kinds of activities.
On one side of this continuous tent structure roof is a small scale commercial
space, these small buildings are combined in ‘random’ to form a human scale
‘labyrinth’. It provided people with a place to escape into. The other side of the
buildings is a green service road.

The freeway passes the southern edge of site, the office buildings were designed
as mountainous forms with pure elevations, which provided people with a
strong visual impression.

The east part of the site is a big box shopping mall. It should become a powerful
commercial ‘magnet’ with a great deal of people playing here. The arcade space
on ground floor along the street provides a comfortable walking environment.
The rooftop of this building includes outdoor sports courts and a parking lot
under the mechanical structure.

The birds eyes view from south of the site shows the axis pointing to Lion
Mountain made up of a lineal public plaza, small scale commercial belt, and
green networks along the river edge in the park. Each small plot is connected
directly to this green network, providing people with frequent opportunities to
connect to the park environment.
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From different angles, people can see different landscape effects. The material textures can be better re-
thems
&

flected in the middle of the green space and they become an important landscape
BEIR R RSB f

RABHARE, BINEREMRBENR. MENEEEERLTERY

Lift: The flap turning in the streamline is the major rhythm of the landscape. The space has the musical
feeling under its effect.
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