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The Pur pose of School

.
J‘[c;ve you ever asked your-

self why children go to school?
You will probably say that they
go to learn their own language
and other languages, arithme-
tic, geography, geometry, his-
tory, science and all the other

subjects. That is quite true, but

why do they learn these things? And are these things all
that they learn at school?

We send our children to schoMepare them for

the time when they will be big and will have to work for

themselves. They learn their own language so that they
will be able to tell others clearly what they want and
what they know, and understand what others tell them.
They learn foreign languages in order to be able to
benefit from what people in other countries have writ-
ten and said, and in order to make people from other
countries understand what they themselves mean. They
learn arithmetic in order to be able to measure and
count things in their daily life, geography in order to
know something about the world around them, and his-
tory to know something about human beings they meet
every day. Nearly everything they study at school has

some practical use in their life, but is that the only

2
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reason why they go to school?
No. There is more in education than just learning
facts. We go to school, above all®, to learn how to learn,

so that, when we have left school, we can continue to
learn. A man who really knows how to learn will always be
successful, because whenever he has to do something new
which he has never had to do before, he will rapidly teach
himself how to do it in the best way. The uneducated per-
son, on the other hand®, is either unable to do something
new, or does it badly. The purpose of schools, therefore,

is not just to teach languages, arithmetic, geography,
etc. » but teach pupils the way to learn.

[330 words]

SXEHEH BKESP, ARSE RERM . IHALE
¥ F_AMRNA,EHEIG-NRENEN EXES
% AT but RHRRE: LFNRE—BERBEEEKE
FH—DEAXTEALD? EE=REEFHINX O RRUTR
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AXABBANTEZFRATHEN, XXEBE,BF
ERAN,REEMN.ZARZ.
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27400 H aY

GRBEASEEAHABRTFELS? RURSHMBMN LY
REFSIBBEARBES. Z¥IRF BB LG HE.HNF
BHRG¥N, LEFRE. BANIHARFIE? XERHR
HNERFINEBRETG?

RNBZEFLS¥RATiLNIECKAEN T LS.
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BRRJFILSPEATRECHIENE N, XHEEHT AR
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A%, BAMMNEBXBLE522TRE. EFREFN—DEMD
MEBEEERPBEXGEEA, EXRRAMN LFNME-EHD?
URAR BEFINEFEIEL, 8%, BNLFERHD
THEMEES, XHF, YBNEAERN, RNMEAXEKF S,
— AN EFINARESRE—THAROA  BAFREMRARNBER
MABMRBEINENNZ, BERRBECF S UREN
NERE. HRH, — P REIBEANDAFTREEZMGHES,
REMERE B, ¥FRFAENEBENFARNRNEBBERES &

K

» geometry [dzi'omitri] n. JL{9
» prepare sb, for sth, it R A WREHMIFER

, G000 .

@[+ % ]above all REEM; LH
[ If: % ] He longs above all to see his family again. fb L &
REBALIREA.

@[ ;3 ¥ lon the other hand 3 — A |
[ 2 8 ] 1 want to go to the party, but on the other hand I
ought to be studying. RBES MBS, ENB—FEX
wCBNZETRES,

oArt is long, but life is short. AEFE,MFELE,

<">What is learned in the cradle is carried to the grave. JLBFR
¥ OBREMES,
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Reading for Pleasure
q-fle first thing I want

to insist on is that reading

should be enjoyable. Of

course, there are many
books that we all have to

read, either to pass exami-

nations or to acquire infor-

mation, from which it is impossible to extract enjoy-
\-__-__-ﬁ - - .

ment. We are reading them for instruction, and the best

we can hope is that our need for it will enable us to get

through them without tedium. Such books we read with

resignation rather than with alacrity. But that is not the
sort of reading I have in mind. The books I shall men-
tion in due course will help you neither to_get a_degree

nor to earn your living, they will not teach you to sail a

boat or get a stalled motor to run, but they will help you
to live more fully. That, however, they cannot do un-
less you enjoy reading them.

<Lvery man is his own best critic. Whatever the

— ———

learned say about a book, however unanimous they are

in their praise of it, unless it interests you, it is no busi-
ness of yours” . And you who read are the final judge of
the value to you of the book you are reading. We are
none of us exactly like everyone else, only rather like,
and it would be unreasonable to suppose that the books
that have meant a great deal to me should be precisely
those that will mean a great deal to you. But there are
books that I feel the richer for having read, and I think
[ should not be quite the man I am if I had not read
them. No one is under an obligation to read poetry or

fiction or the miscellaneous literature which is classed as

SE——————— T—— 5 e —— —
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belles-lettres? . He must read them for pleasure, and
who can claim that what pleases one man must necessa-
rily please another?

{315 words |
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AEED
»extract [iks'trekt] vi. 3%, TR
»tedium [ 'ti:diom] n. K8, K
»resignation [ rezig'neifon] n. WF{E, JAM
»alacrity [o'lekriti] n. R, K&
" »in due course X i #h , 7 3& X B
»ear one’s living BB ¥ &
»stall [stol] v. () (RENHL) 1B K
»unanimous [ ju(:) 'nenimas] a. £k — B, —HEEE
» miscellaneous [ misi'leinjos] ¢. REZIERE—E, BEAH
» belles-lettres [ 'bel-'letr] n. 4 X %
, T -
D[ ¥ Ino business of one’s 5X A X
[ 2 % 1My plan is no business of yours. & 891t & 5 R
EXo
@[;i*’“]under an obligation H X % , B E X &

R

[:1m % |She’s under an obligation to him because he lent

her money. B A iEEREL L 7, AU BEELEMAIX

i

< Books are the ever-burning lamps of accumulated wisdom.

BERRBEROKHALT.

©By reading we enrich the mind, by conversation we polish

it. WRBEAFEK,ABEARR




