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Beauty and Honor

In a time uncounted by mortal men, yet
remembered by the gods, there lived a beautiful woman
by the name of Chang-O. Her long black hair and
shocking emerald green eyes captivated all who laid eyes
on her. One such person was Hou Yih, the builder and
architect for the gods. He was one who prized beauty
above all else.

Hou Yih was commissioned by the Goddess of
Western Heaven to build her a palace of jade. Humbled
by this honor he set off at once to gather the finest jade in
the land. It was this journey that brought him to Chang-
O’s village.

%Vocabulary

1.uncounted [ An'kauntid] adj.

g

too numerous to count | 2 R F 49
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2. captivate [ 'keptiveit] v.
holding somebody’s attention by charm | 42 A
]‘i

3. architect [ 'aikitekt] #.

a person’s job to design buildings and advise on
their construction | & 3% Jf

4. commission [ ke'mifon] v.
a job or task given | £t ;%4




1 The Lady of the Moon

Chang-O

A fine mist enshrouded the velvety green mountains
that rose into the sky. Nestled at its base was a small
village built near a large, serene lake.

It was here where Chang-O spent hours and days
near a stone pagoda listening to stories of far off places
and great battles of long ago from her oldest and most
unusual friend.

Though captivating she was in beauty, Chang-O’s
mind and wit were developing i)eyond her youth. Ever
since she could remember, she was able to see glimpses
into the futures of others. However, she rarely saw her
own and wondered what her destiny held.

As a woman in this time and place, she was expected
to marry and bear strong sons. But the draw of something
more was growing in her heart. She knew her father
would choose her husband, for arranged marriages were
common practice.

She sighed and looked across the lake where she
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