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Lesson 1 Alaska

Part 1 Exercises and Notes

Vocabulary and Cultural Notes .
1. administration (—/ B4 NE%EH ) E#H
2. treaty £%);iRF) '
3.deal 225 ;(BUR LR EL;(O)XKEL
4. salmon i ; KRS
5. territory 40+ ; KR E ; i3k
6. presence FE7E
. statehood N FRZA BB AL
Exercises :
[ . Listen to the passage and give brief answers to the following
questions: .
1. When did the United States buy the land Alaska?
2. How much did the United States pay for the land?

~

3. Why did many Americans at the time criticize the purchase?
4. When did Alaskans become American citizens?
5. Which two states are the only states that do not share borders
with any other states?
II. Listen to the passage and complete the following statements.

1. Americans found work in Alaska’ s

2. In later years, Alaska’ s

made the area extremely valuable.

3. Today,history experts consider the sale to be




4.

American traders and business leaders knew that the area was

. They said owning Alaska would

Political leaders said the pﬁrchase would be good for the United

States because it would

And they said it would

Part 2 Keys to Exercises

I.

1. In 1867.

2. About seven million dollars.

. They said seven million dollars was too much to pay for what

they thought was a worthless piece of frozen land.

4. The date was January 3,1959.

5. Alaska and Hawaii.

i

salmon fishing industry and its gold and copper mines

oil , natural gas, trees, fish and animal skins :

one of the greatest deals any country ever made for territory

was rich with minerals and animals; improve business in the
Pacific coast states

end all Russia presence in North America; help guarantee

friendly relations with Russia

Part 3 Séript

s

Alaska

Host: Our VOA question this week comes from two listeners. Munna



from Bangladesh asks if Alaska is a state of the United States. The short
answer to that question is yes. Prinya Plabodiwatt from Thailand asks why
the United States bought the territory of Alaska from Russia.

The United States bought that land in 1867, during the
administration .of President' Andrew Johnson. When Russia offered it for
sale, Secretary of State William Seward quickly prepared a treaty of
purchase.

The United States paid about seven million dollars for the land. It
was decided to call the area Alaska,after the Aleut Indian name for part
of the area, Alakshak.

Many Americans at the time criticized the purchase. They said seven
million dollars was too much to pay for what they thought was a worthless
piece of frozen land. They said the deal was foolish. They called it
“Seward’ s Folly”.

Those critics were proved wrong. Americans found work in Alaska’ s
salmon fishing industry and its gold and copper mines. In later years,
Alaska’ s oil, natural gas, trees, fish and animal skins made the area
extremely valuable. Today , history experts consider the sale to be one of
the greatest deals any country ever made for territory.

Why did Secretary Seward buy Alaska? He had wanted to buy the
area for a long time. American traders and business leaders knew that the
area was rich with minerals and animals. They said owning Alaska would
improve business in the Pacific coast states. Political leaders said the
purchase would be good for the United States because it would end all
Russian presence in North America. And they said it would help
guarantee friendly relations with Russia.

The people of Alaska first asked to be part of the United States in
1916. That request was rejected. They asked again in the 1950s. In




1958, Congress approved the Alaskan statehood act. Alaskans became
American citizens after they voted to accept the measure. The date was
January 3,1959.

Alaska is the largest of all the states in territory. It is above
northwest Canada. Alaska and Hawaii are the only states that do not

share borders with any other states.



Lesson 2 American and British English

Part 1 Exercises and Notes

Vocabulary and Cultural Notes
1. expert EFR

. colony Ff Rih

. propose 121 ; Y

. reform P

. reject FEA

. influence §Z 0

. publish iR

8. establish %57

9. version (43 k%) FRpRA S g4

10. immigrant BRE )

11. the Revolutionary War 2 [l ~7 i 5 (1775—1783) (&
JBAE3E 13 AN R Pk HAE RGA S IR RS B 3
RS, XFRALEM S RS EEFE A, )

12. Noah Webster F{AHT45(1758—1843) (EEFFMEEE I}
AEEEE, BIERERSE, BURF MRS, g8 RE®
RHFEEFZRL”, 1828 FF MR T (R ERIFF M) An American
Dictionary of the English Language faFR(H K—RR).)

13. George Bernard Shaw Fi5 - #F{A44(1856—1950) ( 2 [E B
Ve . FA(LAEL) Pygmalion, 1964 HE 4 R AKEE b SR %5 i
) My Fair Lady 58385+ — B BATRRERFRAR, )

Exercises . .
[ . Listen to the passage and give brief answers to the following questions;
1. Why did Americans begin to change the sound of their speech

<l

N SN AW




after the Revolutionary War?
2. When did Noah Webster publish his first spelling book ?

3. When was The American Dictionary of the English Language
published and what did it establish?

4. Why did Webster begin to establish an American version of the
English language?

5. In what way was Webster’ s rule for saying or pronouncing every
part of a word helpful to immigrants?

6. How did immigrants who came to the United States help make
American English different from British English?

7. Why did sometimes Americans and British people do not
understand each other?

II. Blank-filling ;

1. Some American leaders (1) major changes in the
language. Benjamin Franklin wanted a new (2) of
spelling. His reforms were (3) . But his ideas
(4) others. One was Noah Webster.

2. For example,a“jumper”in Britain is a (1) . In the
United States, it is a kind of dress. The British word“brolly” is an
2 ” in America. A (3) ¢ ” in
America is a “dustbin” in Britain. French (4)
potatoes in the United States are called“chips”in Britain.

3. All these differences led British writer George Bernard Shaw to

joke that

Part 2 Keys to Exercises

3
1.

gl

Because they wanted to separate themselves from the British in



language as they had separated themselves from the British

government. !

2. In 1788.

3. In 1828. -
It established rules for speaking and spelling the words used in
American English:

4. Because he believed that British English spelling rules were too
complex.

5. The rule made American English easier for immigrants to learn.

6. They brought different languages when they came to the United
States ,and then many foreign words and expressions became part
of English as Americans speak it.

7. Because some words have different word meanings.

1. (1) proposed (2)system (3)rejected (4 )influenced
2. (1)sweater (2)umbrella (3)wastebasket (4)fried
3. Britain and America are two countries separated by the same

language

Part 3 Script

American and British English

Host : Our VOA listener question this week comes from Iraq. Harbey
Muhammad Ali asks about differences between American and British
English.

Language experts say that spoken English was almost the same in
the American colonies and Britain. Americans began to change the sound
of their speech after the Revolutionary War in 1776. They wanted to
separate themselves from the British in language as they had separated

themselves from the British government.

e



Some American leaders proposed major changes in the language.
Benjamin Franklin wanted a new system of spelling. His reforms were
rejected. But his ideas influenced others. One was Noah Webster.

Webster wrote language books for schools. He thought Americans
should learn from American books. He published his first spelling book
in 1783. Webster published The American Dictionary of the English
Language in 1828. It established rules for speaking and spelling the
words used in American English.

Webster believed that British English spelling rules were too
complex. So he worked to establish an American version of the English
language. For example , he spelled the word“center” “c-e-n-t-e-r” instead
of the British spelling, “ c-e-n-t-r-e”. He spelled the word“honor” “h-o-
n-o-r” instead of“ h-0-n-o-u-r”as it is spelled in Britain.

Noah Webster said every part of a word should be spoken. That is
why Americans say “ sec-re-ta-ry” instead of “ sec-re-t’ ry” as the British
do. Webster’ s rule for saying every part of a word made American
English easier for immigrants to learn. For example, they learned to say
“waist-coat” the way it is spelled instead of the British“wes-kit” .

The different languages of the immigrants who came to the United
States also helped make American English different from British English.
Many foreign words and expressions became part of English as Americans
speak it.

Sometimes Americans and British people do not understand each
other because of different word meanings. For example, a “ jumper” in
Britain is a sweater. In the United States, it is a kind of dress. The British
word “brolly” is an“umbrella” in America. A“wastebasket” in America is
a“ dustbin” in Britain. French fried potatoes in the United States are
called“chips” in Britain.

All these differences led British writer George Bernard Shaw to joke

o



that Britain and America are two countries separated by the same

language.




Lesson 3 American Independence Day

Part 1 Exercises and Notes

Vocabulary and Cultural Notes .
1. colonist %R 5 R ; 5 R %
2. revolt JR¥R;E KR

3. troop ZEBA; ZHRA

4. delegate 2iU{tF ;R EHH R

S. colony F R Hb

6. Continental Congress KEHE( %@é’yﬂd‘é@%%ﬂj}ﬁ}i}ﬁ
LK)

7. Thomas Jefferson 4f I3 - IR (K EE =T 8% (i
NES)NEEREA)

8. debate %fip; 4rip
9. vote EAE I Lok ,
10. John Adams %8 - W 2437 ( £ ES —(E055)

11. deny 755g ; 444 T
Exercises .
[ Blank-filling ,

In the summer of (1 ) , the American colonists were
(2) - Almost one in three was (3) to Britain.
They could not imagine a war for (4) - Yet most were
increasingly angry about what they considered (5) by the
British government. Britain (6) them without giving them
representation. It also (7) any of their laws that it did not
like. By June, The colonists were in open (8) - Some fighting
had already taken place between (9) . The idea of

alflin



