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A timid old man had an only son, a brave lad who was passionately
fond of hunting. Having dreamed that he saw him killed by a lion, the
father was afraid that the dream was a vision of what was destined®
actually to happen. To prevent it coming true, therefore, he built a
splendid hall raised high above the ground and kept his son there under
guard. To amuse him the hall was decorated with pictures of all sorts of
animals, including a lion; but the sight of them only made him more
miserable.

One day he stood in front of the lion and cried, “Curse you! It is
because of you and my father’s lying dream that I am mewed up here like
a woman. How can I pay you out?” And as he spoke he struck his hand
against the wall as though he would knock out the lion’s eye. A splinter®
went in under his nail, setting up acute pain and inflammation®. Then a
high fever supervened®, from which he quickly died.

So although it was but a painted picture, the lion had caused the



