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A Brief Introduction to Hunan University

Hunan University, situated at the foot of the picturesque Yuelu Hill in Changsha, Hunan, is a
key university directly affiliated with the Ministry of Education. It is a time-honored key university in
China originating from the Yuelu Academy and is now included in the “211 Project” and the “985 Pro-
ject” of the state for joint construction by Ministry of Education and Hunan Province. It has a gradu-

ate school.

Hunan University traces its origin to the Yuelu Academy founded in 976 A.D. and regarded as
one of the four most prestigious academies of the Song Dynasty. The academy continued its cultural
and educational activities all through the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties. In 1903, the Yuelu
Academy was transformed to Hunan Institute of Higher Education, which was officially named Hunan
University in 1926, and upgraded to National Hunan University in 1937, thus becoming one of the 11
national universities under the Ministry of Education of the then national government. For more than
one thousand years, academic and educational activities have kept uninterrupted here, hence the name
“One-Thousand-Year-Old Institutiorﬂ During the Southern Song Dynasty when famous idealist phi-
losopher Zhang Shi was presiding over the Yuelu Academy, the influential “Huxiang School of
Thought”, a renowned school in Chinese academic history, was formed and the fine tradition of “Pa-
triotism” and “Practicalism” was adopted. In the course of its development from the Yuelu Academy
to Hunan University, this time-honored institution has committed itself to fostering people of great
talent for the society and has produced large numbers of outstanding figures. Among its prominent
students are Wang Fuzhi, a celebrated Materialist thinker in Chinese history; Wei Yuan, a reformist
enlightenment thinker who first advocated the idea of learning from the Western countries in order to
subdue them; Zeng Guofan, the first Chinese to initiate the Westernization Movement and make ar-
rangements for modern factories; Zuo Zongtang, a national hero who arranged to build China’s first
navy and took great pains to defend and develop Xinjiang; Guo Songtao, China’s pioneer in foreign af-
fairs and its first ambassador to a foreign country; Cai E, a major leader in China’s Old Democratic
Revolution; proletarian revolutionaries such as Cai Hesen, Deng Zhongxia, and Xie Juezai; Zhang
Fengkeng, the first Chinese to set foot on the Antarctica; and Ci Yungui, chief designer of the Giant
Galaxy Computer. Mao Zedong, founder of the People’s Republic of China, resided in the Yuelu A-
cademy a couple of times and worked with his comrades to seek the truth to save China and its people.

\rﬁfger the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Central People’s Government appointed Li
Da, a noted philosopher and educator, the first president of Hunan University after liberation. Chair-
man Mao Zedong inscribed the name of the university. In 1953, in the readjustment of the institutions
of higher education of China, Hunan University was named Central-South Institute of Civil Engineer-
ing and then Hunan Polytechnic College, and was renamed Hunan University in 1959. From 1963,
the university was affiliated with the Ministry of Mechanical Industry. In 1978, it was listed as a key
university of China. In 1998, it was included in the state’s “211 Project” and became a university di-
rectly affiliated with the Ministry of Education. And in 2000, in the readjustment of the management

and structure of institutions of higher education in China, Hunan University and Hunan Institute of
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Finance and Economics merged to form a new Hunan University., In 2001, the university joined the
“985 Project” and became a university to be jointly constructed by the Ministry of Education and Hu-

nan Province. In 2002, Hunan Computer College was merged into the university./\‘l

Hunan University is now a comprehensive and well-coordinated university featuring studies in en-
gineering, with a strong foundation in science, a unique cultural background in liberal arts and its own
characteristics in economics. It has now 26 colleges and departments offering 57 undergraduate pro-
grams, 104 master programs, 6 academic degree authorizations, 7 first-order disciplines authorized to
confer Ph. D. degrees, 39 second-order disciplines authorized to confer Ph. D. degrees, 2 key disci-
plines at the national level, and 12 post-doctoral programs. It has 1 key national laboratory, 1 national
research center for high-efficiency grinding and sharpening engineering technology and 1 national
teaching base for basic engineering courses. It is also a national educational base for the cultural quali-
ty of éollege students of China. It has a staff of over 4 600 with a faculty of 1 750, of which are 950
full and associate professors, 4 members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 8 members of the Chi-
nese Academy of Engineering, 13 members of the state’s Qutstanding Talents Project and 6 Cheon-
gkong Chair Professors. The student body totals nearly 60 000, of which are 23 424 undergraduate
students and 6 016 graduate students. It covers a total area of 126. 709 hectares with a construction ar-
ea of over 1 039 000 square meters. The university library has a collection of 2 699 200 volumes and
has realized disk retrieval services and the computerized management of book circulation. It has also
built the trunk network of its campus computer network with advanced equipment, wide coverage,
strong function and comprehensive application. Most of the teaching and office buildings in the South,
North and Computer Campuses have access to 1000M internet and 10/100M desktop internet.
Students’ dormitories and most residences of the staff members can join up the Internet and the Cam-
pus Network through wide band at the speed of 10/100M, and an interactive multimedia teaching sys-

tem based on the campus network has been built.

Hunan University carries forward and develops the tradition of “Emphasizing foundation, quality
and management” and has won large numbers of state-level awards for its teaching and research. The
university has set up a Basic Engineering Course Teaching Base (Chemistry), the Training Center for
Orienteering of College Students of China, the State Training Center for Foreign Trade Personnel of
Mechatronic Products, the Training Base of the People’s Bank of China and the International Actuari-
al Testing Center. The university is also a pilot university for the cultural quality education of college
students of China. In 1998, with the approval of the Ministry of Education, the university became a
pilot university for modern distance education in China. In 2001, the university won the first land-
scape educational award at the state level for its education result “Research and Practice of Modern

Distance Education”.

Carrying on the educational tradition of “Patriotism and Practicalism” and laying equal emphasis
on the recruitment and fostering by itself, Hunan University has implemented its “Three Programs for
Outstanding People” (namely, the Program for the Recruitment of Senior Talents, the Program for
the Fostering of Excellent Faculty Members and the Program for the Financing of Top-Notch Person-
nel) and the “Nottingham Program” for the training of 200 faculty members in UK’s University of
Nottingham. In order to turn out outstanding personnel for the society, the university attaches great

importance to curricula set-up, admission of top students and educational quality. All the graduates



