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Chinese Phonetics “RIFTE T B BYE  Chinese Phonetics

G PF i B
The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet

ERRl{E Printed Form EE{k Written Form =& Name
A a A a [a]
B b B b [ pe ]
C ¢ @og (2t
b d D d [ te]
E e E e [¥]
F f P I [ ef ]
il G g [ ke ]
H h H h ['xa]
i I i [i]
J J Y [ teie |
K k K k Fketel]
B 1 Jilve g [el]
M o M m [ em ]
N = N n [ne]
O o O o [o]
P ik [p'e]
Q ¢ Q q [ te*iou ]
R v R r [ar]
S S S s [ES]
T i T t [t ]
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U u U u Lul
V v V v [ ve ]
W w W w [ wa ]
X ox X x [ei]
Y oy Yoy [ja]
Z z Z z [ tse ]

DEE R

Rules of Spelling

1. -i £ zhi, chi,shi, zi, ci, si, ri PR% i, T 2 33K S5 A S (9 3% , B zh, ch, sh, 7, c,
S, i

“

I” in zhi, chi, shi, zi, ci, si, ri is not pronounced as “i”, but as what they are orig-
y g

inally pronounced, that is zh, ch, sh, z, c, s. r.

2. e fE5 i,u Phiget, MK ie, ue, % &, RXHIE B ¥ AR
When -e is spelt with “i” and “U” to compose “ie” and “ue”, it is pronounced as “&”,

which is different from what it is pronounced all by itself.

3. HMLIGE | kMR B MRS R BB B vis va, ve, yao, you, yan, yin, yang,
yong. XAHEIEAA KHEWEMER . 0 lian — yan, ayi — ai, yu — uj, 24
Finals beginning with vowel “i” to form syllables should be written as yi, ya, ye,
yao, you, yan, yin, yang, yong. This kind of spelling can separate two syllables,
such as lian — yan, ayi — ai, yu— ui etc.

4. MFEETESEEH U, B S 5 0 B B R R, B R wu, wa, wai, wo,
wei, wan, wen, wang, weng.
When “u” forms syllables all by itself or together with other finals, they should be
spelt as wu, wa, wai, wo, wei, wan, wen, wang, weng.
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5. WHE U HBHE 1 SRAE R B BT AL AR E A0, BB R yu, yue, yuan, yun, 3 [F e}
BUH U ERIPIR. UZER |, o, x MR FRE, EBAER . 10 qu, juan, que, jun, xu.
When “U” forms syllables all by itself or together with other finals, final “U” should
be spelt as yu, yue, yuan, yun with the diacritical mark omitted. The case is the
same when it is spelt with j, g, x, e. g. qu, juan, que, jun, xu.

SRR

Table of Initials in Mandarin

Initials Pronunciation Initials Pronunciation
b bo j ji
p po q qi
m mo X xi
f fo zh zhi
d de ch chi
t te sh shi
n ne r r
1 le z Zi
g ge c ci
k ke s si
h he
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Table of Finals in Mandarin

1 u u
a ia ua
o ‘uo
e
e ie e
-i (zi,ci,si)
-1 (zhi, chi,shi, ri )
er
ai uai
ei uei(ui )
ao iao
ou iou(iu )
an ian uan tan
en in uen (un ) un
ang iang uang
eng ing ueng

ong iong



DEBEFERM  -v-
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General Table of the Combinations of the Initials and Finals in Mandarin

EF P b P m f d t n | z (3] s zh ch sh Ry | q X a k h

a a ba |pa |ma |fa (da ta |na [la |za fca [sa |zha  |cha  |sha ga |ka |ha
[¢] o bo |po |mo |[fo

e e me de |te [ne |le ze |ce |se |zhe |che |[she re ge |ke |he
8 [

-i zi Ci si zhi chi shi ri

er er

oi oi bai |pai [mai dai [tai [nai |lai  |zai |cai [sai  [zhai  |chai  |shai gai  |kai |hai
ei ei bei |pei- |mei |fei |[dei nei |lei |zei zhei shei gei |kei |hei
G0 |ao |boo [poo |mao dao |tao |nao |loo |zao [cao [sao [zhao |chao [shao |rao goo |kao  |hao
ou ou pou [mou [fou |dou |tou [nou |[lou |[zou |cou |sou |zhou [chou shou |rou gou |kou |hou
an an  fban |pon |man (fan |don fton |nan [lan  |zan |can [san |zhan  [chan shan  |ran gan |kan [han
en en |ben |pen [men |[fen  |den nen zen [cen |sen |zhen |chen (shen |ren gen |ken |hen
ong _|ang |bang Jpang imang lfang |dang |tang |nang |iang |zang |cang [sang |zhang [chang [shang |rang gang |kang [hang
eng (eng bengpengmvgfengdengtmnenglengzengoengsengm\gcrengdengrm geng (keng |heng
ong dong |tong |nong |long |zong |cong |song |zhong [chong rong gong [kong |hong
i yi bi pi mi di ti ni ti ji qi Xi

ia ya lia jia |qgia |xia

iao yao |bico [pico |miao dico [tico |nico |lico jioo |gico |xico

ie ye |bie [pie [mie die [tie [nie [lie jie |qie [xie

iu you miu diu miu  |liu jiu |qgiu |xiu

n

in yin [bin [pin [min nin  {lin jin|qgin  |xin

iang  |yang niang| liang jiong |giang|xiang

ing ying |bing |ping |ming ding [ting [ning |ling jing |qing [xing

iong  |yong jiong (qiong |xiong

u wu buJpu fmu ffu fdu (e fu u o feu (su fzw [se fw gu |ku |hu

v |wa A zhua [chua [shua  |rua qua |kua [nua
uo wo zhuo |chuo [shuo  |ruo guo |kuo |nuo
uai wai zhuai |chuai  [shuai guai |kuai [huai
ui wei dui |tui zui jeui  [sui  [zhui  |chui  |shui  |rui gui  [kui  [hui
uan wan duan [tuan |nuan (luan  |zhuan|chuan|shuan|ruan guan |kuan (huan

un wen dun |[tun lun fzun fcun [sun |zhun |chun [shun  |run gun |kun |hun
uang |wang Zhuang (chuang | shuang guang kuang| huang
ueng  (weng

u yu nu lu ju qu XU

ue yue nue |[tue jue [que [xue

uan  |yuan juon |quan [xuan

un yun 3 jun [qun  [xun
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Tones of Mandarin

s o 4
g AT N

555 3=5 e I 5p=1
first tone second tone third tone fourth tone
a a a a
ma ma ma ma
ba ba ba ba
shi shi shi shi
chuan chuan chuan chuan

2Bl Notes

1. A Tones
PRV W R ARAE AL » DUE 58 5 A DA AT ], B TR — (—) . () . =
O EFEN), FRAR, EERBARR,
A tone is a syllable’s changes of high or low pitch. There are four basic tones in man-
darin. They are: the Ist tone(—), the 2nd tone(/), the 3™ tone(*) and the 4th tone
(\). Different tones denote different meanings.

2. Fi{iE Tone Position
AFREWHFERARZEME ., —FH A~ TEN, S ERETE L AR
SR LL LT E B, AR BRI ARTE a.e Lo |, . xido, I&ng, quo. i Fl u H:%
i s FEIRARTE I T A8 b, st i,
Different syllables have not the same tones. When a syllable contains a single vowel
only, the tone-graph is placed directly above the vowel sound. When a syllable is
composed of two or more vowels, the tone-graph should be placed above a, e, o in
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turn, e.g. xido, léng, gud. When i and u appear at the same time, the tone-graph

should be placed above the second letter, e.g. tui, jiu

. 7Y Tone Changes

(D

(2

3

(4)

PG =8 WA, BT — N AR . fn.ni hdo, hén hdo, fdddo.
A 3 tone, when immediately followed by another 3" tone, should be pro-
nounced in the 2™ tone. e.g. ni hdo, hén hdo, faddo.

5 =PRSS — 58 AR DU LA KRR R R, SRR = A BT — 2, BRI
.

women—wdmen, |imao—ITmado.

When followed by the 1% tone, the 2™ tone, the 4™ tone and most neutral
tones, the 3™ tone will be pronounced in first half of it, that is, falling tone.
e. g. wOmen — winen, limdo — Iimdo.

“A7(bw) KA Tone change of “bu”

“A” HERE O AR AR DU, 7RSS DU AR D R AR R A 4R T R R
A, :bu shud, bu ting, bu xi&, bl kan, bd dong.

“BU” is pronounced in 4" tone when preceding the 1* tone, the 2™ tone and the
3" tone, but pronounced in 2™ tone when preceding the 4" tone or neutral tone
changed from 4™ tone. e.g. bu shud, bu ting, bl xié, bl kan, bl dong.

“—” @474 J% Tone change of “yi”

Y BT EERNESE A, Wyl qf, yitong, yibd; S DU RARTIES —
7, 1n.yiding, yi bidn.

“Yi”'is pronounced in 4™ tone when placed before the 1* tone, the 2™ tone and
the 3" tone. e.g. yi qi, yitdng, yibd. It is pronounced in 2™ tone when preced-
ing the 4" tone. e.g. yiding, yi bian.

. 27 Neutral Tone
T 1 A A R 2 T Rk B A A, A8 N R AR LE L R RRE. .

mama, baba, wome, xiéxie.

Some syllables in mandarin lose their original tones and are pronounced in relatively
low and short tones. There is no tone-graph placed above neutral tones. e.g. mama,
baba, wdome, xiexie.
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