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PREFACE

This book is designed for learners at elementary and
intermediate levels. Japanese adjectives are considered a complex
part of speech besause they have a variety of conjugational endings
like verbs and are sometimes used like adverbs.

There are adjectives that indicate subjective feelings and senses
(e.g.ureshii, kurushii, etc) and there are adjectives that deséribe things
objectively (e.g.ookii, takai, etc). Some adjectives evén have both of
these functions. The first group is called “Kanjoo Keiyooshi” and the
second is called “Zokusei Keiyooshi”, however, these technical terms
are not employed in this book because their definitions iight confuse
leamets.

The contents of this book are as follows. ‘Chapter I: “What are
adjectives?” introduces briefly the characteristics of Japanese
adjectives. Chapter II: “Mr. Lee’s student life in Japan” further
examines Japanese adjectives while following the story. Each section
groups adjectives related to ohé another, but those groupings are not
made by strict classification.

For each entry word, we have included brief explanations,
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example sentences, notes, and illustrations in order to help you study.
We hope that you use the exercises in each section to check your
understanding. The overall quizzes in Chapter O will help you
review the contents of this book. The “Keiko and Yoko” series
discusses adjectives among Keiko (Ms. Shimada), Yoko (Ms.
Yamashita), and studénts. The symbols used in this book are as

follows:

: i-adjectives : na-adjectives @ : nouns : verbs
@ :-adverbs
< > :the matter the adjective deals with (not the meaning itself)
(—p.) :the page (s) where.the adjective is also mentioned
* : meanings and usage to be noticed .
< : colloquial language
= : the same meaning
*= : similar meaning
: antonym (opposite meaning)

<
% :exceptional conjugation
We hope that this book will assist your study.

March 2001 Authours
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