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Preface for the Revised Version

Speed-up Chinese; An Integrated Textbook is the revised version of
Chinese Crash Course with the following advantages and features reserved:

1. With a vocabulary over 3,600, the book covers the 1* degree and 2™
degree words required by Syllabus of Chinese Words and Characters. Words of
the 3" degree and higher are included as well. After learning this course,
students are expected to pass the advanced level of HSK.

2. The materials we use are student-centered. The unrevised version
provides students with materials from daily life, which can be put into practice
immediately after the class. In this way, we believe students would be highly
motivated in their language acquisition.

3. We apply inductive method to elaborate the grammar points. We have
briefly dealt with the most frequently used grammatical rules and explained
them in as non-technical a way as possible. New grammar points are not
strictly confined to certain text since long-year teaching experience shows that
for adult-learners, a general impression for the language will help them form a
stronger foundation for their language learning.

4. The exercises are closely related to the text. The key grammar points
are highlighted in the exercises. It is designed to assist teachers to organize
in-class activities and consolidate the students’ in-class acquisition.

The unrevised version has been in use for over ten years. Great changes
have been taken place in the world and also in Chinese language. To make the
textbook adapt to the changes, we revise the book. For this revision, our main
focus is:

1. For the learners’ convenience, we divide the original four volumes into
eight. The revised version targets at short-term beginners. The unrevised
version includes 80 lessons distributed in four volumes, with each having 20

lessons. While the revised version has 10 lessons for each volume, it can better



suit the needs of short-term beginners.

2. We keep our pace with the times and update the materials. New words,
such as Internet café, surf online, cell-phone, text messages are added into the
revised version.

3. We remove some of the exercises. The exercises in the unrevised
version are affluent. In considering the short learning span, we cut some
exercises to suit the short-term learners’ needs. A portion of the exercises is
transferred to the Speed-up Chinese: Listening and Speaking.

4. We simplify the notes and explanations for grammar points. For beginners,
emphasis should be put on vocabulary rather than the sentence. We remove
some lengthy and complex notes and simplify the explanation to meet the
requirements of learners.

Our guideline for the revision is to integrate phonetics, vocabulary,
grammar and characters into the textbook and by the designed in-class
activities, learners are able to transfer what is in the text into daily use and
hence they can improve their language skills. To achieve this goal, we propose
the following suggestions for teachers:

1. Pronunciation is a key to language learners’ learning and communication
success outside the classroom. Accordingly, we reserve the first ten lessons with
the focus on pronunciation drills. Pronunciation drills are also distributed in
each lesson. We hope that teachers can pay continuous attention to students’
pronunciation.

2. Though the first volume focuses on pronunciation drills, Chinese characters
should also be involved in class. Teachers should help the students lay a good
foundation of Chinese characters.

3. From the second volume to the eighth, the emphasis is on vocabulary.
The vocabulary glossary in each lesson includes new words in the text and

exercises. Teachers are expected to guide students to finish the exercise;



meanwhile, the collocation and variation of the words should also be
emphasized.

4. Teachers are expected to deal with the most frequently used grammatical
rules and explained them in as non-technical a way as possible. To achieve
this, multi-media assistance, like pictures, body language and videos, can be
used in class. In this way, students can be immersed in the language rather
than lost in the grammatical jungle.

5. The texts are topic-centered and provide students with communication
drills. Volume one to volume four is mainly about campus life. From volume
five on, more social talks about Chinese culture, customs and ideas are
involved. Teachers are expected to focus on the text and try to open students’
mouths, improve their language ability and cultivate their language-learning
potential.

6. Teachers can apply task-based approach in class and assign different
communication tasks to students. More in-class activities are strongly suggested.
Hence, students are able to learn the language through communication and
could be motivated by using the language.

Speed -up Chinese: An Integrated Textbook is chiefly-edited by Guo
Zhiliang and Yang Huiyuan. Mr. Zhang Zhizhong revised some of the pictures,
Zhao Ya revised the English grammar notes and Luo Bin translated the

English preface.

Compilers
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zhaodaihui
zhaodai
zhdgao

zhd

yéutido

xidn
guordan
huntun

dan

jiangyou

suan

cu

zhdnglei
&i

reception
to entertain,to serve
fried cake

to fry in deep oil,to deep

fry

deep fried twisted dough
stick

salty

really,as expected !
wonton , dumpling soup
tasteless, bland , without
enough salt

soy sauce

sour, acid

vinegar

kind, type , variety

kind;type (a measure word) )
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fang
bidn
gan
renyi
xudnzé
bu téng
diqu

kduwei

gézhdng-
geyang
jingzhi
xingzhuang
xing

ju

jia

mdi dan

bdozi
XI0OXi
jihua

Jinxid

xiangténg

qubié

square
flat

dry

at will, at discretion

to choose,to select
different, difference
area, district, region

a person’s taste, flavor,
aste of b{bod

various kinds

fine , exquisite , delicate
shape

shape, form

all, completely , entirely
good, fine , beautiful

check out

steamed stuffed bun
news, information

to plan;plan

to engage in advanced
studies

same

to distinguish; distinction,,

difference
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anpai
xingdong
timu

fen
xi&ingfd
mimi
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1. WESPHE
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{jingzhi B
jingzhi =K

zONngzi

gén

kudican

AA zhi

{rényi
renyi

[ﬁhud
jihua

F—ik  XuR/NZ

to arrange

to act;action

topic

set, (a measure word)

idea, opinion

confidential ; secret

(of a woman) to marry
stuffing, filling

to arrange,to line;platoon,
row; (a measure word)

a pyramid-shaped dumpling
made of glutinous rice wrap-
ped in bamboo or reed leaves
root , foot , base ; (a measure
word)

fast food,quick meal
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