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Traditional Marriage Customs and Modern Marriage

EELET
nit1 Traditional Marriage

Key Sentences

L R ]

Traditional marriage customs lost its popularity due to the collapse oﬂ
feudal marriage custom and its complexity.

B T E S A A R IEAL I B BB, R B ALRE S e A
K

. Traditional marriage can still be seen in the countryside, despite inno-
vations.

RERT 2RI, ERNRITRERE ML HELL.

. Now, traditional marriage custom revives in some places and atiracts
will-be-couples.

BUTE , R GLIR R e —Susth 07 SURATR K, 51 7 A B BIHE A I 1R Rk
HEHRIANT,

. Although many Chinese still follow the traditional wedding customs,
modern or western ceremonies are becoming more and more popular
with the young generation.
REBEBHEANG SR EEEEOELIE, BERRET RN
EAL I B EF R RN PRERRAT.
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5. Chinese marriage was systemized into custom in the Warring States|
Period(402-221BC).
b B A IS IR R 7 B E B (A TTRT 402—221 ) JE R — T 2045

6. Due to vast expanse and long history, there are different customs to
follow in different places, although they are generally the same.
T ERBINE, I EEA, AR T EAERRN G, REE
IRk B R—BH,

onderful Paragraph
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arriage in a Confucian Context

In Confucian thought, marriage is of grave significance both to families
and to society. Traditionally incest has been defined as marriage between
people with the same surname. From the perspective of a Confucian fami-
ly, marriage brings together families of different surnames and so continues
the family line of the paternal clan. This is generally why having a boy is
more preferred than a girl when giving birth. Therefore, the benefits and
demerits of any marriage are important to the entire family, not just the in-
dividual couples. Socially, the married couple is thought to be the basic unit
of society. In Chinese history there have been many times when marriages
have affected the country’s political stability and international relations. From
the Han Dynasty the rulers of certain powerful foreign fribes such as the
Mongolians, the Manchus, the Huns, and the Turks demanded women
from the Imperial family. Many periods of Chinese history were dominated
by the families of the wife or mother of the ruling Emperor. Thus marriage
can be related to politics.

,_2_‘,_
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raditional Divorce Process

In traditional Chinese society, there are three major ways to dissolve a
marriage. The first one is no-fault divorce. . According to the legal code of
Tang Dynasty (618-907)., a marriage may be dissolved due to personal in-
compatibility, provided that the husband writes a divorce note.

. The second way is through. a state-mandated annulment of marriage.
This applies to when one spouse commits a serious crime ( variously de-
fined, usually defined more broadly for the wife) against the other or his/
her clan. Finally, the husband may unilaterally declare a divorce. To be le-
gally recognized, however, it must be based on one of the following 7 rea-
sons;

- The wife lacks filial piety towards her in-laws. This makes the in-
laws capable of breaking a marriage against both partner’s will.

- She fails o bear a son.

- She is vulgar or lewd/ adulterous.

- She is jealous. This includes objecting to her husband taking an ad-
ditional wife or concubine.

- She has vile disease.

- She is gossipy.

- She commits theft.

Obviously, these reasons can be stretched quite a bit to suit the hus-
band and his family. However there are 3 clearly defined excepfions, under
which the unilateral divorce is disallowed

- She has no family to return to.
- She had observed a full 3-year mourning for an in-law.
- Her husband was poor when they married, and now is rich.

The above law about unilateral divorce was in force from Tang Dynasty
to its final abolition by the government of Republic of China in 1930.

_4_3__
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edding Reception in Chinese Society

In Chinese society, the wedding reception is known as xi-jiu, (literally
joyful wine) , and is far more important than the wedding itself which tends
to be a brief civil ceremony The timing and the characteristics of the recep-
tion vary strongly from locale to locale. They are typically extremely elabo-
rate and expensive, often costing several years’ salary of the groom’s fami-
ly. However, because cash in the form of red envelopes and jewelry (par-
ticularly gold) are given as wedding presents, and because the wedding
hosts keep very careful track of the cost of the gifts (jewelry is given with a
receipt which indicates the actual cost of the gift) , the cost of the reception
is effectively split among the wedding guests. Wedding receptions also
build local community solidarity. As each couple weds, their wedding re-
ception is in effect financed with gifts from the other members of the com-
munity with the expectation that the new couple and their family will give
gifts in future wedding receptions within the village.
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'forced( /coercive ) marriage i& 3§

forcing somebody to get married & 4
(B3%)

polyandrist % %k & A

unlawful ( /illegal ) marriage 3F * ¥
i

feudalistic marriage 3 2 R, 45 48

husband purchase ¥ % %

wife purchase ¥  #1

shotgun marriage 3% %| 45 4

group marriage ¥

uxorilocal marriage \ # #&

hypergamy | # #&

arranged marriage & & & (# X &
Za BEHZENER)

civil marriage # 8 £ &

child marriage & &

good marriage % B %

polygamy — %k % Z #|

monogamy — X — 3 4|

lucky( /auspicious ) day # 1 & H

marriage 3K

marriage contract ( /engagement ) ¥

%

be burdened with a family & %

marrying into money ¥ \ % [

hen-pecked husband £ K

wedding ¥ #

wedding feast & E

better half ¥ ¥ By

relation by marriage ; in-laws #fl 3

wedded ( /lawful ) wife G, &

couple leading a poor life ;bread-and-
cheese marriage ¥} &k £

mate selection # I,

ill-assorted marriage A~ A B¢ B9 & 48

bigamy # #§

marriage of convenience I F| # #f

uxorilocal marriage A\ ¥ 3

runaway marriage fA 7 4 #5

running away from wedding # #&

negotiating marriage i % 1§ &

relation by marriage #f ¥

early marriage # 1§

prescribed marriage 3% & ¥ i

prenatal betrothal $5 J b #5

growing old together & 3k {& %
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nit2 The Proposal and the Betrothal

Key Sentences
i ¥ A

1.In ancient times, it was very imporfant to follow a basic principle of]
Three Letters and Six Etiquettes, since they were essential to a mar-
riage
“ =R B RIBERAEASEX, BT FHEERRELAR D

2 Three Letters inclued Betrothal Letter, Gift Letter and Wedding Letter. Be-
frothal Letter is the formal document of the engagement,a must in a
marnage.

‘= aEEE AL,

3. This process was traditionally placed in the hands of a go-between,
who acted as a medium between the two parties.

X—FEMMEG FREBEFEAT P, b TS5 W5 ZEK
o

4 Through the spokeswoman, the family of the groom will ask for the
bride’s “Eight Letters”

B ASEARBZTEONFE UL PEX,

5. In all probability ,the bride and groom would not yet have met; never-
theless,the betrothal was considered binding unless both families a-
greed to annul the contract
T AT, B RRFRT IR AR E N RE T . 3 T KRALZ S8R T LA R 4
ST IRY, BRI AL H R R BUHE A .

6 The engagement ( betrothal) period might have lasted for o year or
two

| TR BRI,
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oﬁderful Paragraph
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rsghl;ﬁroposal

The process began with an elaborate marriage proposal and accept-
ance. This process was placed in the hands of a go-between, who acted
as a medium between the two parties - a role similar to that of a real estate
agent today. The important parties in proposal and betrothal negofiations
were the parents of the prospective bride and groom, rather than the bride
and groom themselves.

“Marriage was for continuing the ancestral line and creating alliances
between families—too important a duty to be left in the rash hands of the
young. ” Costa explains

When the boy’s parents identified a likely bride-to-be, they would send
the go-between to present gifts fo the girl’s parents and to sound out their
feelings about the match. If the proposal was well-received, the go-be-
tween would obtain the date and hour of the girl’s birth recorded on a for-
mal document

The groom’s family would place this document on the ancestral altar
for three days. If no inauspicious omens, e. g. quarrels between the par-
ents or a loss of property, took place within that time, the parents would
give the information to a asirological expert to confirm that the young
woman and their son would make a good match. If the boy’s family found
the horoscope to be favorable, they gave the boy’s birth date and hour to
the go-between to bring to the girl's family, who would go through the
same process ’

Only after both outcomes were favorable, would the two families ar-
range to meet. Finally face-to-face, each family evaluated the other in
terms of appearance, education, character, and social position. if both

LS
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were satisfied they would proceed to the betrothal.

2B

he Betrothal

First both sets of parents exchanged family credentials as tokens of in-
fention. Then, after extensive bargaining, the two families would arrive at
the amount of money and goods that would make up the gift to the girl's
family. After presenfing engagement tokens, the go-between would ask
the bride’s family to chose among several auspicious wedding dates sug-
gested by the boy’s family and also set a date for presenting betrothal gifts.

The boy’s family presented betrothal gifts of money and significant i-
tems such as tea, “Dragon (male) and Phoenix (female)” bridal cakes,
pairs of male and female poultry, sweetmeats and sugar, wine and tobac-
co, accompanied by an itemized statement of these gifts. Tea was such a
primary part of these gifts in some areas that they were known collectively
as cha-li, that is, “tea presents. ” The girl’s family reciprocated with gifts of
food and clothing.

It was customary for the girl’s family to distribute the bridal cakes they
received from the boy’s family to friends and relatives as a form of an-
nouncement and invitation to the wedding feast. The number of cakes giv-
en fo each was established according to a rigid efiquette, on the basis of
seniority and degree of intimacy Those who received the bridal cakes,
were expected to present congratulatory gifts to the girl's parents.

The boy’s family's gifts acknowledged the parents’ efforts in raising the
girt, and by accepting the gifts, the girl’s family pledged her fo the boy's it
is interesting to note that the bride was given to the family rather than the
groom alone. Although the bride and groom probably had not met yet, be-
trothal was considered binding unless both families agreed to annul the

confract.
8|



