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abusen. £ %

earthy adj. 452 #)

Admiralty Board
HEELER2

setback n. #4r,
% B

Walpole, first Earl of Orford, is considered to
be Britain’s first prime minister. However, Walpole
would not have described himself as such. The title
was originally a term of abuse, not status, and was
not officially recognized until 1905.

Walpole did, however, have many of the respon-
sibilities and duties of the modern office of prime
minister. He gave the position of chief political min-
ister new authority by winning the support of both
King and Parliament. Walpole was also the first to
live and work in 10 Downing Street.

He was a large man, with a direct and earthy
manner, a colourful personality and a brilliant mind.
The third son of a family of seventeen, he was edu-
cated at Eton and Cambridge, and inherited a coun-
try estate aged 24. With this wealth he gained the
financial independence necessary to enter politics at
the time.

In 1701 he became the Whig member of Parlia-
ment for Castle Rising, Norfolk. He proved himself
an excellent speaker, and rose rapidly within the party.
He was made a member of the Admiralty Board,
Secretary of War and, in 1709, Treasurer of the Navy.

There was a small setback in 1712, when the
Whigs were in Opposition again. The ruling Tories
had Walpole tried for accepting an illegal payment
as Secretary of War. Found guilty, he spent six

months imprisoned in the Tower of London.
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Despite this, when the Whigs regained power,
Walpole quickly rose to the positions of First Lord of
the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer.
In 1717 he introduced the first sinking fund — in
which a certain amount of government revenue was
paid with the specific aim of redeeming the national
debt — but when Charles Townshend (Walpole’s
brother-in-law) was dismissed, Walpole resigned. But
in 1720 Walpole returned to the government as Pay-
master General.

Walpole’s career benefited from a government
crisis in 1721, when thousands of people lost large
amounts of money after the collapse of an invest-
ment scheme known as the South Sea Bubble.
Having bailed out early, Walpole was credited with

financial know-how.

Appointed as Chancellor of the Exchequer and
First Lord of the Treasury for a second time,
Walpole’s powers as prime minister date from this
point. Walpole was quickly successful, neutralizing
dangerous opponents, reducing the national debt and
stabilising prices and wages.

His great influence stemmed from his popu-
larity with both King and people. He realised the im-
portance of a closely involved, active role in the Com-
mons to consolidate this power. It was also alleged
that he effectively used bribery and corruption to re-

tain the power he so relished.
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After George I'’s death in 1727, Walpole was
briefly superseded by King George II's favourite,
Spencer Compton. He succeeded in returning to
prominence by buttering up the King, and by con-
sistently going further than Compton’s own attempts
at sycophancy.

King George II, now won Walpole round, made
his prime minister a gift of 10 Downing Street, where
he moved in 1735.

In 1739 Walpole’s poor performance in a war
against Spain reduced confidence in his ability to
carry out his duties. A poor general election result in
1741 made his position even more precarious.

Walpole was forced to resign as prime minister
in 1742, and was elevated to the House of Lords.
An enquiry was launched into the distribution of se-
cret service money under his premiership, alleging
corruption. Fortunately for Walpole, the matter was
never pursued. Poor health forced Walpole to retire
in 1744, and he died in March 1745.

It is said that he had *“a vulgar love of expense,
without any true notions of magnificence; that he
collected pictures, at immense cost, without either
taste or love for the arts”. He left the unusual legacy
of an impressive collection of paintings, sold and now
held in the Hermitage Museum, Leningrad.
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‘a Walpole’s successor, Spencer Compton, 1st Earl
carln. {4 8 ‘ of Wilmington, was a British Whig statesman who
served continuously in government from 1715 until
style n. # %, #7f his death. He had several styles: The Hon. Sir Spen-
Hon.=Honourable cer Compton (1725-1728), The Lord Wilmington
:;J%f z:’éf i (1728-1730), and The Earl of Wilmington (after
K AT ARERE 1730). He served as the nominal head of govern-
R #9.2 37 9 9% ment from 1742 until his death in 1743, but was merely
#; w4 Hon.) 3 figurehead for the true leader of the government.
nominal adj. #4& Qe served only a brief term in the highest political

7, &L L . . .
% # office, and is generally viewed as a stopgap prime

figurcheadn. .2 &

B, WiE minister.

stopgap adj. fh sk Compton, the third son of the 3rd Earl of
4y, gty

Northampton, was educated at St. Paul’s and at Trin-
ity College, Oxford, then was admitted into Middle
House of Commons Temple. He entered the House of Commons for
T, TR the first time in 1698, representing Eye, Suffolk. Al-
Tory n. 64| % though his family were High Tories, he turned to
the Whigs after a quarrel with his brother. In Parlia-
ment he soon stood out as prominent amongst the
Whigs and began a partnership with Robert Walpole
that would last for over forty years.

pension n. # % In 1707 he became Paymaster of Pensions, a
&, Hhs post that he retained for the next six years despite

leaving Parliament in 1710 when he disagreed with
patron n. & 4* A, his patron Lord Cornwallis and the taking of office

/?r.é'f’/\ by a Tory government in that year. It is believed that
;:ﬂng n B4, R the Tories retained him as they sought to maintain

the support of the Compton family. In 1713 Compton



re-entered Parliament for East Grinstead and when
. the Whigs took power in 1715 he was hopeful for a
high office but it did not come. Instead he became
Treasurer to the Prince of Wales (later George II),
and shortly afterwards was unanimously elected
as Speaker of the House of Commons. He held this
post from 1715 to 1727; one year after his appoint-
ment in that capacity, he was invested a Privy Coun-
sellor. He maintained the role despite the split in the
Whigs in 1717 in which he joined the Walpole-
Townshend alliance and found himself in opposition
to the government of the day. He managed to main-
tain his position through until 1720, when the split
ended.

Compton had a reputation for being a lax
Speaker, once telling an MP who complained of be-
ing interrupted, “No sir, you have a right to speak,
but the House have a right to judge whether they will
hear you.”

When Walpole became the leading minister of
the day in 1721 there was speculation about his
future should George 1 pass away and be succeeded
by his son, who was more favourably inclined to-
wards Compton than Walpole and declared that he
would replace the latter with the former on acces-
sion. In order to avoid this, Walpole sought to keep
Compton on the margins of government, though he
was appointed as Paymaster General from 1722 un-
til 1730. In 1725, Compton entered Walpole’s gov-

unanimously adv.
—H R #, LA
He

speakern. £ 3 A
invest vz. #
Privy Counsellor

BERE R

lax adj. 7~/ # &)
MP{(Member of
Parliament 8543
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accede vi. AL

humiliation n. £

@" gi

peerage n. [ % 4k]
Kk, T&KE
baronn. ¥ #

philanthropic adj.
HECH
credentials n. B

H, R

titular adj. % .& %

ernment as Lord Privy Seal and was also created a
Knight of the Bath. In 1727, George Il acceded and
sought to bring about the change in leadership he
had promised. However, Compton felt he was not
up to the tasks of government and in particular proved
unable to compete with Walpole’s proposals for an
allowance for the King. At a meeting between the
three, Compton declared he was not up to the task
of government. He maintained a hatred of Walpole
for the humiliation.

In order to remove him from the Commons,
Walpole raised Compton to the peerage as Baron
Wilmington in 1728; two years later, he was created
Earl of Wilmington and appointed Lord President of
the Council. He became increasingly associated with
those Whigs critical of Walpole but in Parliament
generally stuck to the official line of the ministry.
However, during the Excise Crisis of 1733, he failed
to carry through a threat to resign. He served as
Lord President until 1742.

He was involved in the creation of the Found-
ling Hospital in 1739, which was an orphanage for
abandoned children. This charity became the capital’s
most fashionable way to prove one’s philanthropic
credentials and therefore had very notable board
members, of whom Wilmington was one. In January
1742 he succeeded Walpole as First Lord of the Trea-
sury and titular head of the Carteret Ministry, though
the government was actually dominated by Lord
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Carteret. Wilmington was by now in poor health and -1%3
found that other appointments were made without
consulting him. He remained in office until his death.
Wilmington died in office in 1743, only a year and a
half into his term. He died without issue, and there-
fore all his titles became extinct upon his death. The extinctad). Ef T

city of Wilmington is named in his honor. #, &k BAA
L



