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Abstract :

Since the 50s — 60s of last century, reforms and innova-
tions of penal punishment system have taken place in almost
all the countries in the world, trying to solve the issues of
crimes and criminals through humane, civilized and effective
penal punishment. Community corrections are such new penal
punishment occurred in that background. For its theoretical
advantage suitable for modern penal punishment theory, active
. penal punishment function and diverse materialized system,
community corrections have received lots attention. It does not
only put criminals into the community for corrections, but also
implies there to be a reactive relation between the community
and criminals. The community should actively take part in the
correction system of the criminals, providing a good environ-
ment for them to return back to the community (society) and
enhancing the social participation in the corrections.

Community corrections, showing the historical destiny of
the penal punishment system development, should have its

own position in the development history of Chinese penal pun-
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ishment systém. Starting from the definition, functions, ad-
vantages and disadvantages of community corrections, this dis-
sertation explores the possibility and ffeasibility of community
corrections as the method of executing penal punishment and
community service in China. Except the Conclusion, the dis-
sertation is divided into the following seven parts:

Introduction: after studying the importance of the issue
and related study methods and their disadvantages, the disser-
tation explores the definition of community corrections and its
relation with several relevant concepts such as non—imprison-
ment punishment, community sanction, community penal pun-
ishment and community justice.

. Chapter 1: Community. corrections in penal punishment
evolution. In studying the history of penal punishment devel-
opment, Chapter One points out that community correction re-
flects the requirement of civilized penal punishment and also
accords to the present theoretical situation in China. This
Chapter also includes discussion about retribution theory of
punishment and purpose theory of punishment, concluding
that community corrections should form a part of Chinese pe-
nal punishment system.

Chapter 2: Study of the history of US community correc-
tions. This Chapter focuses on the development history of US
community corrections, the functions of US community cor- '
rections and criminal and political basis of community correc-
tions, making clear that community corrections in US has ex-

perienced ups anid downs. This sheds light on the development



of community corrections in China.

Chapter 3; Community corrections in other countries.
Different from the former Chapter, this Chapter adopts a
method of making horizontal comparison in legislation and jus-
tice among other countries such as Britain, Canada and Japan.
The conclusion is that the above countries defer greatly from
each other in community corrections legislation -and nature of
penal punishment, which will bring light to community correc-
tions .in China.

Chapter 4. Community correction in China and its prob-
lems. This Chapter is divided into four parts: (1) practical
need for adopting community corrections; (2) the present situ-
‘ation of community corrections in China; (3) restricting fac-
tors exposed in pilot region; (4) factors affecting the develop-
ment of community corrections.

Chapter 5: Reorientation of community corrections. This
is the core of this dissertation. Firstly, based on the analysis
of the problems caused by " quality and quantity" in criminal
theory and the three — tier social sanction model of " penal
punishment— labor rectification—public security punish-
ment", this Chapter points out that China should reconstruct
community corrections in the 'following ways: (1) establish-
ment of community service as a kind of punishment, substitute
to public contfol; (2) community corrections being one meth-
od of executing penal punishment; (3) elimination of depriva-
tion of political rights. Secondly, by analyzing the should—be

situation of community corrections, this Chapter discusses the
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relationship between commuhity correction and other mecha-
nisms, such as reformation through labor rectification, securi-
ty measures and mailtain social public order in a comprehensive
way.

Chapter 6: prospect of community corrections. This
Chapter foresees the prospect of community corrections from
both theoretical and practical perspectives. -

Key Words: community corrections; imprisonment pun-
ishment; community service labor réctification; methods of

penalty execution.
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