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Mr. Li Li (October 1, 1949-), bom in Fuyu Country, Jilin province, got his master’s degree in
the 1st branch of People’s University in 1985, majoring in photography.

Mr. Li Li started his career in Photography in 1971. Since then, he held positions such as
the executive reporter, vice president and editor-in-chief of Jilin Pictorial Press, committee
member of the Youth Commission of China Photographers Association, executive
committee member of the Photojournalists’ Society of China and chairman of Jilin
Photographers Association. Mr. Li Li is currently the vice editor-in-chief of Jilin Fine Arts
Press, lifelong honorary chairman of Jilin Photographers Association, vice president of Jilin
Photojoumalists’ Society, Viice Chairman of Jilin Travel Photography Society, member of
China Photographers Association, member of the Photographic Society of America and
member of the Association of Worldwide Ethnic Chinese Photographers. Also Mr. Li Liis
the guest professor of Jilin College of Arts - Artistic Design School and Animation School.
In his thirty six years of photography career, Mr. Li Li has taken enormous amount of
pictures, among which more than 4,600 have been published in over 400 kinds of books,
jounals and newspapers both at home and abroad; about 300 have been selected for
various photography exhibitions and contests; 80 have been exhibited in many countries
such as America, Canada, Russia, Romania, Former Yugoslavia, the Netherlands,
Belgium, Austria, Australia, Japan, Korea and so on. Ninety six pictures have won him
awards and medals including gold, silver and bronze.

Mr. Li Li was appointed judge by the Chinese Photographers’ Association in the 14th
and 15th National Photographic Arts Exhibitions in 1986 and 1988. Since 1993, he has
been entitied to receive the Government Special Allowance. As a member of Chinese
Photographers’ Delegation, Mr. Li Li visited some European countries in 1994 and Korea
in 1995. In 1996, he was selected as a member of the National Congress of Culture, and
awarded the “Honor Cup” issued by Chinese Photographers’ Association. In 1998, Mr.
Li Li was awarded the “Excellent Member of Virtue and Arts” both by Jilin Culture & Arts
Association and Chinese Photographers’ Association.
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Preface

I have known Mr. Li Li for many years. It was in the summer of 1980 that I first saw him when visiting students of the photography
class in Peking University. He looked younger than 30 and was a top student in the class. Young and smart, graceful and modest, he left
a good impression on me.

In journals: Chinese Photography and People Photography, 1 saw pictures that Mr. Li Li took. What impressed me the most was that 10
of his pieces of work were accepted by the 9th, 10th and 1ith annual Chinese Photography Art Exhibition, which was a rarity among
photographers. At that time all of the works were just for exhibition rather than for awards. But Mr. Li Li’s photos including Guard in
Clouds, Red Leaves - Little Waterfall, Wash Painting of Changbai Mountain and Fireworks in October received overwhelming praises both
from the audience and his colleagues.

After starting his photography study in the Ist branch of People’s University in 1983, Mr. Li Li, a frequent visitor of mine, often
exchanged ideas with me about theory of photography and artistic recreation. He was appointed judge by Chinese Photographers’
Association in two National Photography Exhibitions. Also he was active in various national photography activities. The more we spent
time together, the better I knew him. He was a gifted and diligent photographer who could overcome insurmountable difficulties to
produce satisfactory work. To seek inspiration he went to villages, forests and grassland, places that are beautiful but also dangerous and
had jeopardized his life. Mr. Li Li has achieved a lot, but he never ceases to surpass himself.

It was in the past few vears that I got less information about him and hardly saw his new works in journals. The reason which I found
out later was that he was occupied with work as an editor—in—chief in a publishing house. Busy work deprived him of chances to take
more fantastic pictures, but enabled him to have access to knowledge of different fields, which widened his vision.

As expected, Li Li Photographs will be published. Many pictures collected in the book were taken when he was on business trips or in
his spare time, which shows that he hasn’ t given up photography at all.

This book which offers a glimpse of Mr. Li Li’s 30 years photography career also presents the reader different subjects of natural
landscape, folk custom, life and love, which vary from cliffs and gorges to apricot flowers in spring, from old men in Northeast China to
young Uygur girls, from social elites to people of the lower class, from the black earth in the Northeast China to gardens in the south
of Yangtze River, from the Alps to the Seine--- All of his pictures give the reader a strong visual impact either by their magnificence or
simplicity. Those who know Mr. Li Li well have noticed that he has no longer limited his subjects on scenery. Rather, he has focused
more on society and life. With deeper understanding of life and nature, he has conveyed through his works profound philosophical
messages to his reader. : '

Artistic beauty and unique styles are embodied in a series of Mr. Li Li’s work. He is a good user of color, shade, light and he knows
how to catch a transient moment. With innovative ideas, Mr. Li Li leaves his readers expecting more great works from him.

There is no limit to artistic pursuit. May Mr. Li Li reach higher in his photography journey!

v Houmin
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