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Preface

Since adopting the policy of reforming and opening to the outside,
China started to accept International Developing Aid (IDA) in large
scales. IDA has promoted the development of China’s economy and society.
Recently, with the rapid growing of China’s economy, China’s overall

_national strength got higher and per capita GDP increased apparently. In
this case, IDAs to China decreased rapidly, for example, United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture Organization ceased aid this year and other aid
institutions are cutting their aid to China with plans. This means that IDA
lasting for almost 30 years will come to end eventually, and China will
get graduated from the aid to poor and less developed countries.

IDA is one of the most important parts of China’s modemn foreign
business relations history, and multi-aid is especially important among
them. Nowadays, domestic study in IDA is limited in two respects; some
study bilateral aid from the angle of foreign relations, and the others
study in China’s foreign aid to other countries in micro-phenomenon,
such as modes and ways of management. But for the multi-IDA, especially
taking China as the recipient of multi-IDA | there is no theoretical study,
no even in systematically organizing in materials. While this period of his-
tory is ending, this thesis studies the background, progressing, operat-
ing and effects of multi-IDA in China. It not only organizes the historical

materials, but also theoretically studies the basic mechanism in which
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multi-IDA improved China’s development.

In today’s world, development and common progress are the target
human beings pursuit. For this purpose, human beings must find the way
to overcome hunger, wars and terrors, and the key problem is to narrow
the gap between the rich and the poor countries, to get harmonious and
balanced development. IDA is considered as one of the most important
methods. 60 years passed since IDA existed, and all the poor and less
developed countries accepted it. But there got different results. Very few
recipients got developed and had the ability to give up aid. Oppositely,
most recipients are still taking aid, some of them get retrogress instead of
developing. This result goes oppositely with the goals of IDA. China devel-
oped as one of the most important sirengths rapidly from normally a poor
and un-developed large country, and will get graduated from IDA, it is
apparently very important that China’s experience of taking use of IDA is
theoretical studied, to IDA donors as well as to those poor and less de-
veloped countries. It will enrich the development theories in the world.

This thesis adopted concrete evidence analysis and comparative stud-
ies. On the basis of stating and analyzing the current theories and views of
IDA, taking United Nations Development Program ( UNDP) as an ex-
ample, this thesis studied the background, aid activities, progressing
and management system of IDA in China, with the comparison with other
unsuccessful countries in IDA, analyzed the contribution that multi-IDA
made in China and how multi-IDA made it.

IDA started from the end of the II world war, its main goal is to’
eliminate poverty and improve development. In the past 60 years, IDA
has got progress in the understanding on how to improve the development
in 50 - 60" of 20™ century, IDA gave aid to stimulate the economic in-
creases in recipients; in 70", aid was given in the mind of meeting

human’s basic need; in 80 —90" , aid was used to promote the structural
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reformation in the recipients and nowadays, aid was recognized as a tool
to promote comprehensive development in the recipients. It was proved
that, in the historical principle of “supply-oriented”, the role of recipi-
ents was oversighted. Currently, people recognized that, development is a
comprehensive thing not merely consisting economic increase, the subject
of development is the recipients. IDA can only be taken in an auxiliary
function, that means, recipients can only depend on themselves to get
developed.

Under the binding of long-term planned system, in addition to the
influences of “Cultural Revolution”, by the end of 70™ in 20™ century,
there were serious problems in China’s political and social system and
economy. In order to get rid of the troubles and get deéveloped, China
adopted reforming and opening door policies, and started to accept
IDA. In the world, since 60" in 20" century, UN started to take promo-
ting the harmonious development as its priority, and formed a multi and
comprehensive aid-giving system to offer help in economy, society and
humanitarian aid. Owing to its neutrality, multi-IDAs are welcome in de-
veloping countries. Since 1979, China started to accept technical aid
from UNDP, which is the largest multi-aid institution and the coordinator
in the UN system.

In the 20 years with the aid from UNDP, the aid scale changed in
different period, with the process of starting, increasing promptly, high
tide, decreasing, ending. Aid was given under the needs of China’s five-
year plans and UN’s goals in development, in the areas of agriculture,
industry, sanitary, education, system-reformation, poverty-alleviation,
women’s development, etc. Aid was used in single area and in isolated
projects at the beginning, and was used in comprehensive and systemati-
cal programs. Aid plan was with almost no balances among donors in

country aid program, and was changed as country development frame- .
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work with coordinating between donors. Aid was given in single technology
and equipments previously, and was given in “soft investment”, as
helping in governmental management system reformation and legal con-
struction. Under the way of comprehensive utilization, centralized man-
agement, positive corporation, strengthened guidance, strict supervi-
sing, Chinese government made full use of UNDP’s aid and kept success-
fully in selecting reasonably, operating smoothly and making the pro-
grams enhancing and extending.

The roles of aid from UNDP are presented mainly in the following
areas: offering new ideas and new methods to China’s poverty alleviation,
which stepped up the alleviating of poverty in China; helping China to
import advanced technology and equipments, to enhance China’s ability
in developing human resources, to quickening China’s economic system
reformation, to improve invesiment environment, to promote the eco-
nomic and social development harmoniously. The developing theory initia-
ted and the target set by UNDP brought China new ideas, which fur-
nished good reference to setting our Scientific Development Viewpoint.

The key that China can use multi-IDA successfully is resulted from
the idea that China adopted, that is, “depending mainly on ourselves,
giving a hand to us”. Chinese government managed all the aids in a cen-
tralized way and controlling the decision-making power of its own. China
decided the priority areas and made multi-IDA serve these targets, which
make multi-IDA work as a strong supplementary in China’s developing.

From the historical experiences that China accept multi-IDA, this
thesis gets the following conclusions: (1) it was vital that recipients
should have right guiding principle, that is, the country’s developing
need should be considered first; (2) effective and controllable manage-
ment system is key to be successful in using IDA; (3) IDA can not take

the place of reforming and opening policies by recipients. Self-reforming
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and answering the challenge of globalization actively is the basis to get
developed.
Although China developed rapidly, we still have a long way to go to
become middle-developed. China still needs support in the near future.
Last but not the least, this thesis tries to point out that China’s ex-
perience can maybe only work in China, and there is no truth which fits
for all. China’s experience can not be simply copied. All the recipients

should adopt policies which can fit themselves.
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