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Foreward

The issue of sustainable development is becoming a main area of concern worldwide. Since1998
Hong Kong has witnessed the empowering public and private sectors to focus on sustainable
development and policies. In 2002 The Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA), The Hong
Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE), The Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects
(HKILA) and The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors (HKIS) founded the Professional Green
Building Council (PGBC). The PGBC is a non-profit making research and education institute
for the promotion of a better sustainable built environment through professional involvement.
In China, a similar case is seen in Shanghai — one of the most prosperous and developed cities
in the Mainland. To keep up with international standards, Shanghai too has elevated their
attention towards sustainable development such is by the construction of eco-office project

and establishment of the Shanghai Green Building Council.

On this note, we have taken this opportunity to share similar objective of the two cities via the
collaboration of PGBC and Shanghai Research Institute for Building Sciences (SRIBS), with
the support and funding from Professional Services Development Assistance Scheme, The
Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for staging a "First Shanghai and

Hong Kong Symposium and Exhibition for Sustainable Building".

The event consisted of both technical paper and exhibition sessions. For the paper sessions ,
twelve Expert Speakers from Hong Kong (three from each of the professional disciplines of
Architects, Engineers, Landscape Architects, and Surveyors) are to present their skills and
experience. Apart from these experts, five Keynote Speakers (from Japan, U.K., Taiwan, and
Hong Kong as well as local Keynotes from Shanghai) offer an international perspective. This
book presents edited key papers from these experts on key issues and advancements in

sustainable development in related sectors and regions.

Patrick LAU

Chairman PGBC (2004)
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Preface

After more than ten years of fast growth of urban construction, the city image of Shanghai has
changed a great deal. Up till now, there have been newly built dwelling buildings of 208 million
m? and public buildings of 70 million m? including around 4,000 high-rise buildings. Such a
speed and scale with annual completed area of above 16 million m? have caught great attention
from all over the world. Nevertheless, there are many issues arising with this fast pace of city
building development that worth retrospect, for example, urban planning, building's lifecycle
cost, energy conservation in buildings and environment pollution, to name a few. Those issues
not only impede the healthy and orderly growth of the city but also impact the energy safety
and the people's comfortable and healthy life, thus calling for immediate solutions. When we
are planning to have more building erected, we should try to avoid making the same mistake of

treating after polluting in order to leave a living space of health and comfort to our posterity.

As the World Expo 2010 gets started in all aspects, the theme "Better City, Better Life" and the
objectives of Shanghai to construct an eco city set up higher requirements for our urban
construction. In this sense, to introduce good practices of green building development from
different places, and to undertake timely studies on green building technologies on the basis of
local resources and conditions are of vital significance for the future building development in

Shanghai.

Shanghai and Hong Kong, two most developed cities in China, both enjoying high appraisal of
'the oriental pearl', have many things in common in the growth of economy and buildings.
When the specialists, scholars and people of vision in the field of green building from the two
cities get together to exchange and share the state-of-the-art technological findings and successes,
they will play a proactive role of driving further development of green buildings in Shanghai

and Hong Kong.

Haiping LU

President,
Shanghai Green Building Council
April 2005
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