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Part One Views on Improving Reading Ability
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As environmentalists convene in Rio de Janeiro this week to ponder the global climate of the future,
earth scientists are in the midst of a revolution in understanding how climate has changed in the past — and
how those changes have transformed human existence. Researchers have begun to piece together an
illuminating picture of the powerful geological and astronomical forces that have combined to change the
- planet’s environment from hot to cold, wet to dry and back again over a time period stretching back
hundreds of millions of years. Most important, scientists are beginning to realize that the climatic changes
have had a major impact on the evolution of the human species. New research now suggests that climate
shifts have played a key role in nearly every significant turning point in human evolution; from the dawn of
primates (R H3j#)) some 65 million years ago to human ancestors rising up to walk on two legs from
the huge expansion of the human brain to the rise of agriculture. Indeed the human history has not been

merely touched by global climate change, some scientists argue, it has in some instances been driven by it.

Earth scientists have come to understand that climate
_A) is going through a fundamental change

B) has been getting warmer for 10,000 years

C) will eventually change from hot to cold

D) has gone through periodical changes

(A7) 409, B R B 2 R E 2 URINREM 4. BIEEES 2 435, .. to piece

together an illuminating picture of the powerful gcolog1cal and astronomical forces that have combined to
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How might the emic and etic approaches be reflected in the study of family processes? In the emic
approach, the researcﬁefs Elgﬁ choose to focus only on middle-class White families, without regard for
whether the information obtained in the study can be generalized or is appropriate for ethnic minority
groups. In a subsequent study the researchers may decide to adopt an etic approach by studying not only
middle-class White families but also lower-income White families, Black American families, Spanish
American families, and Asian American families. In studying ethnic minority families, the researchers
would likely discover that the exteyedffamily is more frequently a support system in ethnic minority
family than in White American families. If so, the emic approach would reveal a different pattern of
family interaction than would the etic approach, documenting that research with middle-class White

families cannot always be generalized to all ethnic groups.

Which of the following is true of the ethnic minority families in the U. S. according to the passage?

A) Their cultural patterns are usually more adaptable.

B) Their cultural concepts are difficult to comprehend.
C) They don’t interact with each other so much as White families.
D) They have closer family ties than White families.

(4] B, HBE . X FEESHRERENTLH - R ERN, HIES 4 4% I
studying ethnic minority families, ... the extended family is more frequently a support system in ethnic
minority families than in White American families, AT i, 3 /30 B M R BE L 9 A R 8 B 45 1 R B2
BR ENBRAENRFER TS ENFERRMFEM GO EERRE, T D TERH.
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1) What’s the best title for the passage? /The best title of this passage is

2) What does this passage focus on?

3) The passage illustrates .

4) The main idea/topic/subject of the passage is that

5) The topic of this passage is .

6) The key point of the passage is that

7) The article was written to explain

8) What is the subject of this selection?

9) Which of the following best states the theme of the passage?
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10) This passage mainly discusses/talks about

11) What can we learn from the passage?

% £ BB A i — B4R 184 (topic sentence) , H — 248 G4 1H] (key words) ,

R 25 R JF Bk A W L v (skimming ) , B MBIV iRk, FREMAEMS TREREE, 5
OB A A AL F Borh s s i £ AR
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A nine-year-old schoolgirl single-handedly cooks up a science-fair experiment that ends up debunking
(#\zE--- B AH) a widely practiced medical treatment. Emily Rosa’s target was a practice known as
therapeutic (757 #) touch (TT for short) , whose advocates manipulate patients’ “energy field” to make
them feel better and even, say some, to cure them of various ills. Yet Emily’s test shows that these energy
fields can’t be detected, even by trained TT practitioners ( 7 & % ). Obviously mindful of the publicity
value of the situation, Journal editor George Lundberg appeared on TV to declare, “Age doesn’t matter.
It’s good science that matters, and this is good science. ”

Emily’s mother Linda Rosa, a registered nurse, has been campaigning against TT for nearly a

decade. Linda first thought about TT in the late 1980s, when she learned it was on the approved list for

continuing nursing education in Colorado. Its 100,000 trained practitioners (48,000 in the U. S. ) don’t
even touch their patients. Instead, they waved their hands a few inches from the patient’s body, pushing 3
energy fields around until they’re in “balance.” TT advocates say these manipulations can help heal
wounds, relieve pain and reduce fever. The claims are taken seriously enough that TT therapists are
frequently hired by leading hospitals, at up to $70 an hour, to smooth patients’ energy, sometimes
during surgery.

Yet Rosa could not find any evidence that it works. To provide such proof, TT therapists would have
to sit down for independent testing — something they haven’t been eager to do, even though James Randi
has offered more than one million dolars to anyone who can demonstrate the existence of a human energy
field. (He’s had one taker so far. She failed. ) A slc/eptigmight conclude that TT practitioners are afraid
to lay their beliefs on the 1in¢. But who could turn down an innocent fourth-grader? Says Emily. “I think
they didn’t take me very seriously because I’'m a kid. ”

The experiment was straightforward: 21 TT therapists stuck their hands, palms up, through a screen.
Emily held her own hand over one of theirs — left or right — and the practitioners had to say which hand
it was. When the results were recorded, they’d done no better than they would have by simply guessing.

If there was an energy field, they couldn’t feel it.

What can we learn from the passage?

A) Some widely accepted beliefs can be deceiving.

B) Solid evidence weighs more than pure theories.

C) Little children can be as clever as trained TT practitioners.

D) The principle of TT is too profound to understand.
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There are some earth phenomena you can count on, but the magnetic field, some say, is not one of
them. It fluctuates in strength, drifts from its axis, and every few 100,000 years undergoes a dramatic
polariiy reversal —.a period when north pole becomes south pole and south pole becomes north pole. But
how is the field generated, and why is it so unstable?

Groundbreaking research by two French geophysicists promises to shed some light on the mystery.
Using 80 metres of deep sea sediment( JLYEH ) core, they have obtained measurements of magnetic-field
intensity that span 11 polarity reversals and four million years. The analysis reveals that intensity appears
to fluctuate with a clear, well-defined rhythm. Although the strength of the magnetic field varies
irregularly during the short term, there seems to be an inevitable long-term decline preceding each polarity
reversal. When the poles flip — a process that takes several hundred thousand years — the magnetic field
rapidly regains its strength and ihe cycle is repeated.

The results have caused a stir among geophysicists. The magnetic field is thought to originate from
il molten (454K ¥ ) iron in the outer core, 3,000 kilometers beneath the earth’s surface. By studying mineral
grains found in material ranging from rocks to clay articles, previous researchers have already been able to
identify reversals dating back 170 million years, including the most recent switch 730,000 years ago. How
and why they occur, however, has been widely debated. Several theories link polarity flips to external
disasters such as meteor( fji £ ) impacts. But Peter Olson, a geophysicist at the John Hopkins University
in Baltimore, says this is unlikely if the French researchers are right. In fact, Olson says intensity that
predictably declines from one reversal to the next contradicts 90 percent of the models currently under
study. If the results prove to be valid, geophysicists will have a new theory to guide them in their quest to

understand the earth’s inner physics. It certainly points the direction for future research.

Which of the following titles is most appropriate to the passage?
A) Polarity Reversal; A Fantastic Phenomenon of Nature.

B) Measurement of the Earth’s Magnetic-field Intensity.

C) Formation of the Two Poles of the Earth.

D) A New Approach to the Study of Geophysics.

(V7] EEM, ZEN: PO TR %S SR A SR, % BRESE :WA0J7 , o 41X
X ERAAES 1 BRE, 15 7 [ 48 polarity reversal i B IF, 7£ 4 MkTik, R4 A B4R 2 A9
LA A IE#
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From the passage it can be inferred that

The author suggests that

The author implies that

The purpose of this passage is that

It can be concluded from the passage that

Gl —.

Early in the age of affluence ( & # ) that followed World War Il , an American retailing analyst
named Victor Lebow proclaimed, “Our enormously productive economy... demands that we make
consumption our way of life, that we convert the buying and use of goods into rituals, that we seek our
spiritual satisfaction, our ego satisfaction, is consumption. ... We need things consumed, burned up,
worn out, replaced and discarded at an ever increasing rate. ”

Americans have responded to Lebow’s call, and much of the world has followed.

Consumption has become a central pillar of life in industrial lands and is even embedded in social

values. Opinion surveys in the world’s two largest economies — Japan and the United States — show

consumerist definitions of success becoming ever more prevalent.

Overconsumption by the world’s fortunate is an environmental problem unmatched in severity by
anything but perhaps population growth. Their surging exploitation of resources threatens to exhaust or
unalterably spoil forests, soils, water, air and climate.

Ironically, high consumption may be a mixed blessing in human terms, too. The time-honored values
of integrity of character, good work, friendship, family and community have often been sacrificed in the
rush to riches. Thus many in the industrial lands have a sense that their world of plenty is somehow
hollow — that, misled by a consumerist culture, they have been fruitlessly attempting to satisfy what are
essentially social, psychological and spiritual needs with material things.

Of course, the opposite of overconsumption — poverty — is no solution to either environmental or
human problems. It is infinitely worse for people and bad for the natural world too. Dispossessed ( # 3|35
B —JCFr A 1Y) peasants slash-and-burn their way into the rain forests of Latin America, and hungry
nomads (PFHRHK) turn their herds out onto fragile African grassland, reducing it to desert.

If environmental destruction results when people have either too little or too much, we are left to
wonder how much is enough. What level of consumption can the earth support? When does having more

cease to add noticeably to human satisfaction?

It can be inferred from the passage that
A) human spiritual needs should match material affluence
B) there is never an end to satisfying people’s material needs

C) whether high consumption should be encouraged is still an issue
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D) how to keep consumption at a reasonable level remains a problem

iFar] il @R 0T, HER R TR IS I IEM A R, A) ARBIENRE, X
SYE MALE, e W HR L EH , BRE S TIIER ;B) R ATHYRTE KL ILE, X — 3
W FLeXC) BB AEF S ERIREANNE, EREF AWMU, MEEESERE R, R
WJE 1A ARRB R 32 R S R M BR AT DA SR AT A BRI T 2K P 7 A ARt SR BB AT
FpAEWET BTLA D I IR PR R — A B K TR R R AN R R I,
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Our culture has caused most Americans to assume not only that our language is universal but that the
gestures we use are understood by everyone. We do not realize that waving good-bye is the way to
summon a person from the Philippines to one’s side, or that in Italy and some Latin-American countries,
curling the finger to oneself is a sign of farewell.

Those private citizens who sent packages to our troops occupying Germany after World War II and
marked them GIFT to escape duty payments did not bother to find out that “Gift” means poison in
German. Moreover, we like to think of ourselves as friendly, yet we prefer to be at least 3 feet or an

arm’s length away from others. Latins and Middle Easterners like to come closer and touch, which makes

8 Americans uncomfortable.

Our linguistic( 3% % -/ ) and cultural blindness and the casualness with which we take notice of the
developed tastes, gestures, customs and languages of other countries, are losing us friends, business and
respect in the world.

Even here in the United States, we make few concessions to the needs of foreign visitors. There are
no information signs in four languages on our public buildings or monuments; we do not have multilingual
(£ 1& 4 ) guided tours. Very few restaurant menus have translations, and multilingual waiters, bank
clerks and policemen are rare. Our transportation systems have maps in English only and often we
ourselves have difficulty understanding them.

When we go abroad, we tend to cluster in hotels and restaurants where English is spoken. The
attitudes and information we pick up are conditioned by those natives — usually the richer — who speak
English. Our business dealings, as well as the nation’s diplomacy, are conducted through interpreters.

For many years, America and Americans could get by with cultural blindness and linguistic
ignorance. After all, America was the most powerful country of the free world, the distributor of needed
funds and goods.

But all that is past. American dollars no longer buy all good things, and we are slowly beginning to
realize that our proper role in the world is changing. A 1979 Harris poll reported that 55 percent of
Americans want this country to play a more significant role in world affairs; we want to have a hand in the

important decisions of the next century, even though it may not always be the upper hand.

It can be inferred that Americans being approached too closely by Middle Easterners would most

probably
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A) stand still B) jump aside
C) step forward D) draw back

iE#] #ida. 28R RE AR P ARAARBAOE, RETHRAMIN. RIEH2 AREK
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In the world of entertainment, TV talk shows have undoubtedly flooded every inch of space on
daytime television. And anyone who watches them regularly knows that each one varies in style and
format. But no two shows are more profoundly opposite in content, while at the same time standing out
above the rest, than the Jerry Springer and the Oprah Winfrey shows.

Jerry Springer could easily be considered the king of “trash talk (JK1%)”. The topics on his show are

as shocking as shocking can be. For example, the show takes the ever-common talk show themes of love,

sex, cheating, guilt, hate, conflict and morality to a different level. Clearly, the Jerry Springer show is a
display and exploitation of society’s moral catastrophes ( % % ) , yet people are willing to eat up the
intriguing predicaments ( 3 ) of other people’s lives.

Compared with other TV talk shows, both the Jerry Springer and the Oprah Winfrey are
A) more family-oriented T

B) more profound

C) relatively formal

D) unusually popular

(347 ) R, B - 5 H AR5 H HARAE K , Jerry Springer FI Oprah Winfrey 3t [ 4% i £
ft . MEEIREMEE 1 BREB, & talk show 2 IN# , {HEFF talk show ZENE 2 2HM R , R
HHAbE) talk show ML, ZEMARFE FH XL, D MIEREXF 1 BRBEMAHERE, Bk, 775
Zih 5 HA VIR B R R , Jerry Springer I Oprah Winfrey T H 5 B WA 7] 33 (%4,
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As the New York experience shows, recycling involves more than simply separating valuable
materials from the rest of the rubbish. A discard remains a discard until somebody figurés out how to
give it a second life — and until economic arrangements exist to give that second life value. Without
adequate markets to absorb materials collected for recycling, throwaways actually depress prices for used

materials.
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The key problem in dealing with returned plastic beverage containers is
A) how to reduce their recycling costs

B) to sell them at a profitable price

C) how to turn them into useful things

D) to lower prices for used materials

(347 ] TARE . MU SCHIEE 2 4 05 T U 49 th , BE 2040 00 [E] O T 8 S 7E T 4R B — 4 F R A
MR AR (IRBISR AR ) HUOR A £ 335 . Al A48 C IE# .
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The violence within a society is controlled through institutions of law. The more developed a legal
system becomes, the more society takes responsibility for the discovery, control, and punishment of
violent acts. In most tribal societies, the only means to deal with an act of violence is revenge. Each
family group may have the responsibility for personally carrying out judgment and punishment upon the
person who committed the offense. But in legal systems, the responsibility for revenge becomes
depersonalized and diffused. The society assumes the responsibility for protecting individuals from
violence. In cases where they cannot be protected, the society is responsible for imposing punishment. In
a state-controlled legal system, individuals are removed from the cycle of revenge motivated by acts of
violence, and the state assumes responsibility for their protection.

The other side of a state legal apparatus is a state military apparatus. While the one protects the
individual from violence, the other sacrifices the individual to violence in the interests of the state. In war
the state affirms its supreme power over the individuals within its own borders. War is not simply a trial by
combat to settle disputes between states; it is the moment when the state makes its most powerful demands
upon its people for their commitment, allegiance, and supreme sacrifice. Times of war test a community’s

deepest religious and ethical commitments.

What does the author mean by saying “... in legal systems, the responsibility for revenge becomes
depersonalized and diffused (Lines 5 ~6)?

A) Legal systems greatly reduce the possibilities of physical violence.

B) Offenses against individuals are no longer judged on a personal basis.

C) Victims of violence find it more difficult to take revenge.
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D) Punishment is not carried out directly by the individuals involved.

(V)] M, ZAHAERTNE 1 AREP, il #3 8 EESE P HIA society
individual P§ANXF 7 B BE8 R 12 , SRGE 13 ¥ depersonalized (£~ A4k ) F1 diffused ({1 4380 ) 5417 2% Y 3
PR WY LRSI E T B A0V ET (B0 RE B A AT, W h &% 5e M. BTl D HiF#,
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Imitating the brain’s neural network is a huge step in the right direction, says computer scientist and
biophysicist Michael Conrad, but it still misses an important aspect of natural intelligence. “People tend to
treat the brain as if it were made up of color-coded transistors,” he explains. “But it’s not simply a clever
network of switches. There are lots of important things going on inside the brain cells themselves. ”
Specifically, Conrad believes that many of the brain’s capabilities stem from the pattern-recognition
proficiency of the individual molecules that make up each brain cell. The best way to build an artificially
intelligent device, he claims, would be to build it around the same sort of molecular skills.

Right now, the notion that conventional computers and software are fundamentally incapable of
matching the processes that take place in the brain remains controversial. But if it proves true, then the

efforts of Conrad and his fellow AI rebels could turn out to be the only game in town.

Which of the following is closest in meaning to the phrase “the only game in town” (Line 3,
Para. 2)°?

A) The only approach to building an artificially intelligent computer.

B) The only way for them to win a prize in artificial intelligence research.

C) The only area worths studying in computer science.

D) The only game they would like to play in town.

U347 EiEPMAE. %M1 : 5 the only game in town B X B HIE W BT EH— 14, HESS
WA RT 0, B B RS — P B B R R X — WA (15 S LR 138 AT AR RS AR B A A
EE ) B B A 3 F), IR 4., Conrad b [7] 4 (9 %5 1 % R A 3% — 45088 o M — 10 7 160 . o B T 6 58 A T
EHi,
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Part Two Analyses of Original Reading Tests
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Reading Comprehension 12

Directions ; There are 4 passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished
statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A) , B) , C) and D). You should decide on
the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the

centre.

Passage One

Bill Gates, the billionaire Microsoft chairman without a single earned university degree, is by his
success raising new doubts about the worth of the business world’s favorite academic title; the MBA
( Master of Business Administration).

The MBA, a 20th century product, always has borne the mark of lowly commerce and greed ( $y4k)
on the tree-lined campuses ruled by purer disciplines such as philosophy and literature.

But even with the recession apparently cutting into the hiring of business school graduates, about
79,000 people are expected to receive MBAs in 1993. This is nearly 16 times the number of business
graduates in 1960, a testimony to the widespread assumption that the MBA is vital for young men and
women who want to run companies some day.

“If you are going into the corporate world it is still a disadvantage not to have one to have one,” said
Donald Morrison, professor of marketing and management science. “But in the last five years or so, when
some one says, ‘Should I attempt to get an MBA,’ the answer a lot more is: It depends. ”

The Harvard Business Review printed a lively, fictional exchange of letters to dramatize complaints
about business degree holders. - o

The article called MBA hires “extremely disappointing” and said “MBAs want to move up too fast,
they don’t understand politics and people, and they aren’t able to function as part of a team until their third
year. But by then, they’re out looking for other jobs.”

The problem, most participants in the debate acknowledge, is that the MBA has acquired an aura ( 3%

#£) of future riches and power for beyond its actual importance and usefulness.
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Enrollment in business schools exploded in the 1970s and 1980s and created the assumption that no
one who pursued a business career could do with_cg_vuﬂt,hone’. The growth was fueled by a backlach ( )
' against the anti-business values of the 1960s and by the women’s movement.

Business people who have hired or worked with MBAs say those with the degrees often know how to
analyze systems but are not so skillful at motivating people. “They don’t get a lot of grounding in the
people side of the business,” said James Shaffer, vice president and principal of the Towers Perrin

management consulting firm.

1. According to Para. 2, what is the general attitude towards business on campuses dominated by
purer disciplines?
A) Scornful. B) Appreciative.
C) Envious. D) Realistic.
2. It seems that the controversy over the value of MBA degrees has been fueled mainly by
A), the complaints from various employers
\H/ the success of many non-MBAs
C) the criticism from the scientists of purer disciplines

D) the poor performance of MBAs at work

3. What is the major weakness of MBA holders according to The Harvard Busfness Review?

A) They are usuvally self-centered.
B) They are aggressive and greedy.
C) They keep complaining about their jobs.
D) They are not good at dealing with people.

4. From the passage we know that most MBAs
A) can climb the corporate ladder fairly quickly
B) quit their jobs once they are familiar with their workmates
C) receive salaries that do not match their professional training
D) cherish unrealistic expectations about their future

5. What is the passage mainly about? '
A) Why there is an increased enrollment in MBA programs.
B) The necessity of reforming MBA programs in business schools.
C) Doubts about the worth of holding an MBA degree.

D) A debate held recently on university campuses.

Passage Two

When school officials in Kalkaska, Michigan, closed classes last week, the media flocked to the
story, portraying the town’s 2,305 students as victims of stingy (X H) taxpayers. There is some truth
to that; the property-tax rate here is one-third lower than the state average. But shutting their schools also
allowed Kalkaska’s educators and the state’s largest teachers’ union, the Michigan Education Association,

to make a political point. Their aim was to spur passage of legislation Michigan lawmakers are debating to



