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RECENT CHANGE AND TREND PREDICTION OF GLACIERS
IN QILIAN MOUNTAIN

Liu Chaohai, Song Guoping and Jin Mingxie

Abstract

From 1984 to 1985, repeated fixed-mark survey and ground stereophotogrammetry of three
glaciers in east, middle and west parts in Qilian Mountain, it has been found that the west
part glacier is going to shift to advance, the middle is nearly in a stable state, and the east
greatly slows down its retreat amplitude. This regional differences of glacial variation mainly
results from different phases of climatic fluctuation. Predicted by using principle of “de-
creasing rate of glacial movement velocity”, the west will push ahead in 1987, with a maxi-
mum value of 50—60 m; the middle may shift to advance by the end of this century; the east
perhaps tends to advance at the end of this century or beginning of next century.



