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he 17th century is the so-called Golden Age of almost all European countries, especially of the Netherlands. As one of

the powerful countries in the world at that time, the Netherlands controlled the seas and the world trade by its strong

commercial hegemony. Meanwhile, a number of well-known artists and plenty of art works with high quality appeared
in various aspects of the art field in this country, represented by such leading masters as Rembrandt and others, which forms a
classic landscape in the world art history.

Rembrandt and the Golden Age. Highlights from the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam is such a comprehensive exhibition which
will display Dutch fine and decorative arts of the 17th century. The wealth and breadth of the Rijksmuseum’s collection in
this field are more than any other museums in the world. The over 70 pieces or sets of oil paintings, prints, silverwares and
Delft faiences, which are displayed in this exhibition and divided into eight groups including “The Artists and their World”,
“Still-Life Painting and the Applied Arts”, “The City”, “The Countryside”, “Religious Images and Obijects: The World of
Rembrandt”, ”Burghers, Regents and A ristocrats”, “The Republic and the Dutch East Indies” and “Genre”, illuminate every
facet of social life in the Dutch Republic during that brilliant era through the eyes of the artists. These art works serve to
acquaint the viewer with the unparalleled talents and techniques of Dutch artists in their impressive way.

The developed economy and prosperous society of the Dutch Republic gave great impetus to the business and production
of the works of art. The art circle of the Netherlands in the 17th century featured many famous artists, among which
Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn was the most outstanding. His works are full of the thoughts of humanity and his enthusiasm
for human beings. As a great master in the use of light and shadow, Rembrandt lightened the whole world by his art. This
exhibition, using Rembrandt as a starting point, will considerably improve our knowledge and understanding of the 17th
century Dutch art.

Finally, on behalf of the Shanghai Museum, I would like to express my most sincere gratitude to the Rijksmuseum
Amsterdam who brings us these art treasures, to the Royal Philips Electronics and ING Groep NV who provide with generous

supports, and to all others who contribute to the exhibition. I believe the exhibition will be a great success!
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FOREWORD

Ranald de Leewnr Director General, Rijksmuseum Amsterdam

embrandt van Rijn, Frans Hals, Jacob van Ruisdael, Pieter de Hooch and Jan Steen are artists whose names feature

in almost every art-historical manual. The link between these world-famous painters is that they all worked in the

Dutch Republic in the seventeenth century. Paintings were extraordinarily popular in the country at the time, as were
decorative objects like Delftware and silver. The Dutch were able to invest in art and luxury goods due to the great prosperity
it enjoyed from international trade. Trade and shipping enabled the Dutch Republic to develop into one of the world’s great
powers in the seventeenth century.

Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum houses one of the richest collections of seventeenth-century Dutch paintings, prints and
the applied arts. At the moment, this museum of art and history is undergoing the greates_t’_rebuilding, renovation and
modernisation project in its history. The museum will reopen to the public in a few years’ time with a completely revitalised
presentation of its wide range of treasures. In the meantime, its highlights of seventeenth-century art, the Dutch Golden Age,
are on display in the museum’s Philips Wing under the title The Masterpieces. The major reconstruction of the Rijksmuseum has
made it possible to loan out important works of art abroad that rarely, if ever, leave the museum.

The exhibition Rembrandt and the Golden Age. Highlights from the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, is the first major presentation of
seventeenth-century Dutch art in China. More than 70 paintings and prints by leading masters, together with Delftware and
silver from the collection of the Rijksmuseum, can now be admired in the Shanghai Museum. Taken as a whole, these works of
art tell the intriguing story of the seventeenth-century Dutch Republic and of the magnificent art it produced during its Golden
Age.

The directors of the Rijksmuseum are most grateful to Royal Philips Electronics, founder of the New Rijksmuseum,
and ING Groep NV, chief sponsor of the New Rijksmuseum, for their financial support of this exhibition. Together, we have
achieved our ambition of displaying the glories of seventeenth-century Dutch art in the Shanghai Museum. The initiative for
the exhibition came from Peter Sigmond, Taco Dibbits and Jan Rudolph de Lorm of the Rijksmuseum. Kris Schiermeier headed
the team that organised the exhibition, and together with Marijke Smallegange she played an important part in its realisation.
Ruud Priem was invited to make a selection from the finest objects in the Rijksmuseum’s collection, and he is also the author
of this handsome catalogue.

With the exhibition Rembrandt and the Golden Age. Highlights from the Rijksmuseum Amsterdan, we reaffirm the good
relations between China and the Netherlands. We are very grateful to the Director of the Shanghai Museum, Chen Xiejun, and
his colleagues, for giving us this opportunity to organise an exhibition with them. It is our wish that many art lovers will come
to the Shanghai Museum to see and enjoy the works of art from the collection of one of the world’s most important treasure-
houses of art and history: the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. We are proud and honoured that some of the finest works of

seventeenth-century Dutch art from the Rijksmuseum’s collection will now be seen by the Chinese public for the first time.
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