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In Reciting We Learn.
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Current estimates state that there are more English speak-

ers in China than in the United States. This phenomenon has
certainly not occurred overnight and can be attributed to the
perseverance and commitment Chinese students of English ex-
emplify.

While traditionally language learners have focused on the
written word, there has recently been a greater emphasis on O-
ral English. Students of English are always trying to improve
their language abilities whether it is to communicate fluently,
pass an examination or write the perfect resumé. One miscon-
ception about language is that to improve oral abilities, a learner
must only focus on Oral English. In fact, the branches of lan-
guage - reading, writing, listening and speaking — are complete-
ly interconnected. A student’s oral skills will benefit from studies
in written language just as his written abilities will increase with
oral practice.

By taking on the challenge of this text, students have the
opportunity to not only broaden their exposure to forms and
genres of English language and literature, but also to increase
their language abilities through integrated vocabulary learning,
contact with varying grammar structures and an emphasis on
recitation for the purpose of oral reproduction.

Reading and putting this book into practice is an invest-
ment. By committing such articles to memory, students are de-
positing authentic language into their minds. The returns on
such deposits occur when that English speaker is writing an ex-
am response and suddenly remembers a quote or example,
when he is attempting to translate a difficult concept and recol-

lects a carefully structured statement, or when he is interviewing
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for a job and is able to use an empowering sentence or illustra-

tion to describe his potential.

While there are many opportunities to expand your English
abilities, I hope you accept the challenge this text offers you; it
will certainly not only develop your tongue, but also your heart.

Cassi Fawcett *
December, 2007

* Cassi Fawcett is from Virginia in the United States. She began teaching
English to Speakers of Other Languages in 1998 and has since taught in the
USA, Venezuela and China. Ms. Fawcett has her BA in English Education and
her MA in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages). She
has been teaching English in China since 2003 and is cumently living in Bei-

jing.
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That is a good book which is opened with expectation
and closed with profit.( ¥ ¥ & A £ A A7 K, A & A PF
*.)

— L. W. Alcott(L. W. ¥ RFH4%)
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The Meditations

| egin each day by telling yourself. | shall be meeting
=4 with interference, ingratitude, insolence, disloyalty, ill-
will, and selfishness — all of them due to the offenders’ igno-
rance of what is good or evil. But for my part | have long per-
ceived the nature of good and its nobility, the nature of evil
and its meanness, and also the nature of the evildoer him-
self, who is my brother (not in the physical sense, but as a
fellow-creature similarly endowed with reason and a share of
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